
SENATE 1530
By Mr. Hedlund, a petition (accompanied by bill. Senate, No. 1530)

of Robert L. Hedlund, Jo Ann Sprague, Bruce E. Tarr and Mary Jeanette
Murray for legislation to establish an income tax checkoff for domestic
abuse services. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Nine.

An Act establishing a domestic abuse prevention fund to be

FUNDED BY A VOLUNTARY INCOME TAX CHECKOFF.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 10 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding after section 35Q the following new
3 section:—
4 Section 35R. There shall be established a separate fund known
5 as the Domestic Abuse Violence Prevention Fund. Said fund shall
6 consist of all revenue received by the commonwealth under the
7 provisions of section 6H of chapter 22, from public and private
8 sources as appropriations, gifts, grants and donations, and from
9 the federal government as reimbursements.

10 All revenues credited under this section shall remain in said
11 Domestic Violence Prevention Fund, subject to appropriation, to
12 provide domestic violence prevention services which shall
13 include, but not be limited to, battered women programs, advo-
-14 cacy, prevention training programs, and public awareness cam-
-15 paigns. Said fund shall be expended only for the purposes stated
16 above. The state treasurer shall not deposit said revenues in or
17 transfer said revenues to the General Fund or any other fund other
18 than the Domestic Violence Prevention Fund.

1 SECTION 2. Chapter 62 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding after section 6G:—
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3 Section 6H. Every individual who files a separate return and
4 every husband and wife filing a return jointly may voluntarily
5 contribute all or part of any refund to which they are entitled, or
6 may voluntarily add an amount onto any amount which they owe,
7 to be credited to the Massachusetts Domestic Abuse Prevention
8 Fund established pursuant to section 350 of chapter ten.
9 A contribution made under this section may be with respect to

10 any taxable year at the time of filing a return of the tax established
11 by this chapter for such taxable year; provided, however, that the
12 commissioner shall prescribe the manner in which such contribu-

-13 tion shall be made on the face of the return required by section
14 five of chapter 62C; and provided further that the commissioner
15 shall assure that taxpayers filing any such forms are made clearly
16 aware of their ability to make contributions provided for by this
17 section.
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18 The commissioner shall annually report the total amount desig-
-19 nated under this section to the state treasurer, who shall credit
20 amount to the Massachusetts Domestic Abuse Prevention Fund,


