
SENATE 2115

[Senate, February 28, 2000 Ms. Walsh gives notice that she will
move to amend the bill. Senate, No. 148, by substituting a new draft,
entitled "An Act relative to interference with access to medical facilities
(Senate, No. 2115).]

Ctic Commontoealtf) of JHassactjusctts

In the Year Two Thousand

An Act relative to interference with access to medical facilities.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, as follows:

1 Chapter 266 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 1998
2 Official Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after section
3 120 E the following section:—
4 Section 120E1/2. As used in this section, the following words
5 shall have the following meanings:
6 “Coercion”, the application to another of such force, either
7 physical or moral, as to constrain that person to do against his will
8 something he would not otherwise have done.
9 “Intimidation”, putting another in fear for the purpose of com-

-10 pelling or deterring that person’s conduct.
11 “Medical facility”, any medical office, medical clinic, medical
12 laboratory, or hospital.
13 “Notice”, (i) receipt of or awareness of the contents of a court
14 order prohibiting interference or attempted interference with the
15 entry to or departure from any medical facility; (ii) oral request by
16 an authorized representative of a medical facility, or law enforce-
-17 ment official to refrain from interference or attempted interference
18 with the entry to or departure from any medical facility; or
19 (iii) written posted notice outside the entrance to a medical
20 facility to refrain from interference or attempted interference with
21 the entry to or departure from any medical facility.
22 “Threat”, the intentional exertion of pressure to make another
23 fearful or apprehensive of injury or harm.
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24 No person shall by threats, intimidation or coercion interfere or
25 attempt to interfere with the entry to or departure from any med-
-26 ical facility. Any person who so interferes or attempts to interfere
27 with the entry to or departure from any medical facility after
28 receiving notice to refrain from such interference or attempt to
29 interfere may be arrested without a warrant by a sheriff, deputy
30 sheriff, constable, or police officer.
31 Any person convicted of violating this provision shall be pun-
-32 ished for the first offense by a fine of not more than $l,OOO or not
33 more than 6 months in a jail or house of correction or both, and
34 for each subsequent offense by a fine of not less than $5OO and not
35 more than $5,000 or not more than 2Vi years in a jail or house of
36 correction or both.
37 Any medical facility or any person whose rights to provide or
38 obtain services have been interfered with by a violation of this
39 section or which has reason to believe that any person or entity is
40 about to engage in conduct proscribed herein may commence a
41 civil action for injunctive and other equitable relief, including the
42 award of compensatory and exemplary damages. Said civil action
43 shall be instituted either in superior court for the county in which
44 the conduct complained of occurred, or in the superior court for
45 the county in which any person or entity complained of resides or
46 has a principal place of business. An aggrieved facility or person
47 who prevails in an action authorized by this paragraph, in addition
48 to other damages, shall be entitled to an award of the costs of the
49 litigation and reasonable attorney’s fees in an amount to be fixed
50 by the court.
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