
SENATE No. 2183
[Offered by Senators Wilkerson, Rosenberg, Morrissey, Creem,

Tolman, Tucker, Berry, Glodis, Travaglini, Havern, Melconian,
Montigny, Resor and Panagiotakos.]

In the Year Two Thousand

Resolutions opposing united states naval activities on the island
OF VIEQUES.

1 Whereas, Since World War 11, the United States Navy has oper-
-2 ated a training facility on the Puerto Rican Island of Vieques,
3 which currently has a civilian population of 9,300, all of whom
4 are citizens of United States; and
5 Whereas, The United States possesses and controls approxi-
-6 mately 25,360 acres of Vieques, representing three-quarters of the
7 island, used for live weapons practice and other military exer-
-8 cises; and
9 Whereas, The storage, disposal and firing of live and inert

10 weapons of all classes places island residents in peril and has
11 exposed and continues to expose them to long-term health risks as
12 a result of the chemicals used in such training exercises; and
13 Whereas, United States naval activities have contributed to a
14 decline in sea life destroying the fishing industry, in the past a
15 major source of employment income for residents; and
16 Whereas, During the 1980’s, the risk of cancer among residents
17 of Vieques was identified as 26.9 per cent higher than among the
18 residents of mainland Puerto Rico; and
19 Whereas, Medical testing has identified cases of uranium in the
20 blood of the children and adult citizens of Vieques; and
21 Whereas, In May of 1999, the Navy acknowledged that it used
22 bullets reinforced with depleted uranium on Vieques in its
23 weapons testing, a violation of the Navy’s radioactive materials
24 permit; and
25 Whereas, On April 19, 1999, a FA-1 8 Hornet pilot, during
26 training, launched two 500-pound missiles that veered from their
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27 target toward a naval base observation post, killing a civilian and
28 injuring four individuals; and
29 Whereas, On May 11,1999, the Governor of Puerto Rico issued
30 executive order 1999-21 appointing a special commission to
31 investigate and report on the existing situation with regard to
32 naval activities on said island; and
33 Whereas, On June 25, 1999, said commission issued a recom-
34 mendation calling for the immediate and permanent termination of
35 all military activities on Vieques and the transfer of all island
36 property possessed and controlled by the Navy to the people of
37 Vieques; and
38 Whereas, Shortly after the issuance of said recommendation,
39 President Clinton appointed a special panel to study the military
40 operation on Vieques; and
41 Whereas, President Clinton and the Governor of Puerto Rico
42 signed an Order relative to the U.S. Navy military in Vieques
43 offering the citizens two options, neither of which requires or
44 results in the end to the military bombing or has overwhelming
45 support among the civilian population; and
46 Whereas, Many Massachusetts residents have personal ties to
47 Vieques and participated in the February 21, 2000 historic
48 150,000 person “March for Peace on Vieques” in San Juan, Puerto
49 Rico, which was called by religious leaders, among them the
50 Catholic Church’s Archbishop Roberto Gonzalez Nieves who
5 1 worked in Boston for many years; and
52 Whereas, The Massachusetts Chapter of the National Congress
53 for Puerto Rican Rights conducted a fact finding mission in
54 Vieques from February 25 to 29, 2000 and found substantial evi-
-55 dence of environmental problems that are directly related to the
56 illnesses of the residents and determined that there is over-
-57 whelming support from civilian population to stop the bombing on
58 this island; and
59 Whereas, Over the past 60 years, United States citizens of
60 Vieques have suffered great hardship and injury to their health,
61 economy and environment for their sacrifices and contribution to
62 the defense of the United States; and
63 Whereas, Citizens of Vieques are not against participation in
64 the defense of the country and there continues to be widespread
65 support for continuing the operations of the Unites States military
66 base on the main island of Puerto Rico; and
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67 Whereas, The United States Constitution guarantees all of its
68 citizens the right of domestic tranquility; now therefore be it
69 Resolved, That the Massachusetts Senate expresses its support
70 for the people of Puerto Rico and their effort to end naval activi-
-71 ties on the island of Vieques immediately; and be it further
72 Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be transmitted forth-
-73 with by the clerk of the Senate to the President of the United
74 States, the presiding officers of each branch of Congress and to
75 the members thereof from this commonwealth, the Secretary of
76 Defense and the Secretary of the Navy.
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