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SENATE, July 12, 2000

The committee on Public Safety, to whom was referred the recom-
mitted order (accompanied by order, Senate, No. 1854) relative to
authorizing the joint committee on Public Safety to sit during the
recess of the General Court for the purpose of making an investiga-
tion and study of a certain current Senate document numbered 1180,
relative to traffic stops, reports recommending that the bill accompa-
nying said petition ought to pass (Senate, No. 2237).

[Representative Hillman of Sturbridge, dissenting.]

For the committee,

JAMES P. JAJUGA.
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Commontoraltf) of iflasgacfiusttts

In the Year Two Thousand

An Act prohibiting racial profiling.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. As used in this act, the following words shall have
2 the following meanings:
3 “Racial profiling”, the practice of detaining a suspect based on
4 a broad set of criteria which casts suspicion on an entire class of
5 people without any individualized suspicion of the particular
6 person being stopped.

1 SECTION 2. The executive office of public safety shall work
2 with the department of state police and municipal police depart-
-3 ments to ensure that adequate efforts are being made to identify
4 and eliminate any instances of racial profiling by police officers in
5 the performance of their official duties.

1 SECTION 3. The department of state police and the
2 Massachusetts criminal justice training council, in conjunction
3 with the Massachusetts Chiefs of Police Association, shall
4 develop and submit policies and procedures on how to identify
5 and prevent racial profiling by police officers to the secretary of
6 public safety for review by December 31, 2000. If the secretary
7 ratifies such policies and procedures, the secretary shall direct the
8 criminal justice training council to include them in (a) the new
9 recruit basic training curriculum under section 116 A of chapter 6;

10 (b) any in-service training for veteran officers; (c) any supervisory
11 training for all superior officers; and (d) any dispatcher and com-
-12 munication officer training.

1 SECTION 4. The executive office of public safety shall initiate
2 a public awareness campaign on racial profiling by January 1,

2001. The campaign shall emphasize the responsibility of public
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4 safety officials and Massachusetts residents to identify unlawful
5 or potentially unlawful behavior by an individual, as opposed to
6 the individual’s race, before taking any action.

1 SECTION 5. The executive office of public safety shall
2 develop a uniform protocol for state police and municipal police
3 officers on how to use the Massachusetts Uniform Citation, so-
-4 called, to record the race and sex of each individual cited by an
5 officer for a motor vehicle violation. The protocol shall be put
6 into effect no later than January 1,2001.

1 SECTION 6, The registry of motor vehicles shall revise the
2 Massachusetts Uniform Citation, so-called, to include a field that
3 allows officers to note whether a search of the vehicle took place
4 at the time a citation was issued.

1 SECTION 7. The registry of motor vehicles shall, in consulta-
-2 tion with the department of state police, incorporate a section on
3 how motorists should respond in the event they are stopped by
4 police officers into any driver education manual, so-called, pre-
-5 pared by the registry.

1 SECTION 8. The registry of motor vehicles shall collect data
2 from any issued Massachusetts Uniform Citation, so-called, on the
3 race and sex of each person who receives a citation, and on
4 whether the person was the subject of a search at the time of cita-
-5 tion. The data collection shall commence on or before January 1,
6 2001.

1 SECTION 9. The executive office of public safety shall imple-
-2 ment a procedure for random sampling of traffic stops by state
3 police and municipal police departments to ascertain the race and
4 sex of those motorists being stopped. Said random sampling data
5 shall be analyzed periodically to determine whether a pattern of
6 racial profiling exists.
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