
SENATE No. 302
By Mr. Moore, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 302) of

Richard T. Moore, Mary Jane Simmons, Christine E. Canavan, Carol A.
Donovan, other members of the General Court and another for legisla-
tion to establish the Clara Barton nursing excellence scholarship
program. Education, Arts and Humanities.

In the Year Two Thousand and One

An Act establishing the clara barton nursing excellence

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 15A of the General Laws, as appearing in the 1998
2 Official Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after section 16 a
3 new section:—
4 Section There shall be a Clara Barton Scholarship pro-
-5 gram, subject to appropriation and administered by the council,
6 providing for the matching of scholarship grants to participating
7 Massachusetts board of registration in nursing approved colleges,
8 universities and schools of nursing for the purpose of encouraging
9 the best and brightest Massachusetts students, to work as nurses

10 in, but not limited to acute care hospitals, psychiatric and mental
11 health clinics or hospitals, community or neighborhood health
12 centers, rehabilitation centers, nursing homes, or as a home health,
13 school or public health nurse in the commonwealth; provided, that
14 the council shall establish policies and regulations relating to the
15 program, including an audit procedure to insure that institutions
16 are in compliance with such policies and regulations; provided,
17 further, that a participating institution shall be eligible to receive
18 an amount equal to such institution’s expenditure for scholarship
19 aid to needy Massachusetts nurse education program students
20 enrolled in such board of registration in nursing approved institu-
-21 tions as full-time matriculating students in a course of study
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22 leading to a degree in nursing; provided further, that each partici-
-23 pating institution shall agree to expend an amount equal to one
24 hundred percent of the grant awarded hereunder in direct financial
25 assistance to the needy Massachusetts nursing student enrolled in
26 such board of registration in nursing approved institution; pro-
-27 vided further, that each participating institution shall agree to
28 comply with the information requests of the council in accordance
29 with this chapter; provided further, that on an annual basis, the
30 council shall select from residents of the commonwealth, the best
31 and brightest nursing prospects based on objective measures such
32 as test scores, grade point average, class rank, leadership skills,
33 clinical knowledge, and such other criteria as the council may
34 determine. The council shall establish a system for receiving a
35 limited number of recommendations from secondary institutions
36 and institutions of education for outstanding candidates for such
37 scholarships; provided further, that in a given year, the council
38 may target awards to students from geographic and nurse specialty
39 areas in the commonwealth that such nursing service are in need,
40 provided further that said areas shall be designated by the depart-
-41 ment of public health in collaboration with the board of registra-
-42 tion in nursing; provided further, that in a given year, the council
43 shall award scholarships only to those deserving candidates rather
44 than providing a set number of scholarships; provided further, that
45 recipients at a public institution of higher learning shall receive no
46 more than a $2,500 scholarship for each academic semester that
47 the recipient remains enrolled in a nursing program at an institu-
-48 tion of higher learning which is chartered in the commonwealth
49 and that said recipient maintains academic standards set forth by
50 the council’s rules and regulations; provided further, that recipi-
-51 ents at an independent institution of higher learning shall receive
52 no more than a $5,000 scholarship for each academic semester
53 that the recipient remains enrolled in a nursing program at an
54 institution of higher learning which is chartered in the common-
-55 wealth; provided further, that the council shall select and notify
56 scholarship recipients by April I of each year; provided further
57 that the name of an individual recipient of such scholarship shall
58 remain confidential unless the recipient waives such confiden-
-59 tiality in writing; provided further, that the council, in coordina-
-60 tion with the department of education and the participating



32001] SENATE No. 302

61 Massachusetts accredited colleges, universities and schools of
62 nursing shall aggressively market the existence of the program to
63 high school students to encourage the best and brightest candi-
-64 dates to apply to nursing programs in institutions of higher educa-
-65 tion in the commonwealth. Such marketing shall focus on
66 candidates who would otherwise not consider a career in nursing;
67 provided further, that the program shall set forth an outreach plan
68 to attract underrepresented populations to the nursing profession;
69 provided further, that the program shall be subject to appropria-
-70 tion.
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