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By Ms. Chandler, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 482) of

Harriette L. Chandler for legislation to establish a task force to make an
investigation and study of labor shortages in various health care profes-
sions in the Commonwealth. Health Care.
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In the Year Two Thousand and One.

An Act to establish a health care labor shortage task force.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or special law to
2 the contrary, the commissioner of public health, the director of the
3 division of professional licensure, and the director of the depart-

-4 ment of labor and workforce development, are hereby jointly
5 directed to establish a task force for the purpose of making an
6 investigation and study relative to the growing labor shortage of
7 various health care professions in the commonwealth, including
8 but not limited to, registered and licensed practical nurses, certi-
9 fied nurse assistants, and licensed pharmacists and the effect that

10 said labor shortage may have on the quality and delivery of health
11 care services in the commonwealth. Said study shall: (a) identify
12 those health care professions experiencing or anticipating a labor
13 shortage; (b) review the legislative and policy initiatives of other
14 states facing health care labor shortages as well as the legislative
15 or policy initiatives that have been undertaken at the federal level;
16 (c) identify the main factors which may contribute to a health care
17 labor shortage and review pertinent health care workforce studies;
18 (d) propose labor recruitment and retention strategies and make
19 other recommendations to alleviate an ongoing or future health
20 care workforce shortage.
21 Said task force shall file a report of the results of its study and
22 investigation with the clerks of the senate and the house of repre-
-23 sentatives on or before January 31,2002.
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