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In the Year Two Thousand and One

An Act relative to the retail sale of fishing bait in small plastic

CONTAINERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 16 of Chapter 270 of the General Laws, as appearing in
2 the 1998 Official Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after
3 section 16A the following section:—
4 Section 168. Retail Sale of Fishing Bait in Small Plastic
5 Containers.
6 (1) No person shall sell or offer to sell, at retail, within the
7 Commonwealth of Massachusetts, fish bait in a container made of
8 plastic. For the purposes of this section, a “small container made
9 of plastic” shall be defined as any plastic container one quart or

10 less in size, and a “plastic container” shall be defined as any con-
-11 tainer that the department of environmental protection deems to
12 be plastic.
13 (2) Any person who sells or offers for sale, at retail, fish bait in
14 a small container made of plastic shall be subject to a civil penalty
15 of not less than fifty dollars and not more than five hundred dol-
-16 lars for each separate offense. For the purposes of this statute,
17 each individual retail sale in violation of this statute shall be
18 deemed to be a separate offense.
19 (3) For the purpose of ensuring compliance with this statute by
20 bait retailers, an environmental police officer from the department
21 of fisheries, wildlife and environmental law enforcement shall
22 visit the premises of each bait retail establishment at least once
23 during the calendar year. During this visit, the officer shall inspect
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24 the bait container supply of said establishment, and witness the
25 operations of same, in order to determine whether the bait pack-
-26 aging used by the retailer conforms with the dictates of this
27 statute.
28 (4) The director of the department of fisheries, wildlife and
29 environmental law enforcement shall, within two years of the
30 enactment of this legislation, submit a report to the joint com-
-31 mittee on natural resources and agriculture containing an assess-
-32 ment of the effectiveness of this legislation. The report should
33 include an analysis of the extent of small plastic bait container
34 pollution at the time of the report, as compared to the amount of
35 such pollution existing at the time of the enactment of this legisla-
-36 tion, as well as any individual information the director deems nec-
-37 essary to fully inform the committee on the statute’s efficacy.
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