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SENATE, No. 1548
By Mr, Havern, a petition (accompanied by bill. Senate, No. 1548) of

Robert A. Havern, J. James Marzilli, Jr., and Anne M. Paulsen for legis-
lation to designate Captain Samuel Whittemore as the official state hero
of the Commonwealth and to provide for an annual proclamation of a
day in his honor. State Administration.

In the Year Two Thousand and One

An Act designating captain samuel whittemore the official state
HERO OF THE COMMONWEALTH AND PROVIDING FOR AN ANNUAL

PROCLAMATION OF A DAY IN HIS HONOR.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 2of the General Laws, as most recently
2 amended by Chapter 162 of the Acts of 1997, is hereby further
3 amended by adding after section 43 the following new section:—
4 Section 44. Samuel Whittemore, born in 1694, when not
5 engaged in numerous wars and conflicts in America and Canada
6 during the eighteenth century, was a hard working farmer in

Menotomy, now Arlington, Massachusetts
8 On April 17, 1775, while working in his fields, Whittemore
9 became aware of the retreating British army which had fought the

10 militiamen at Lexington and Concord. Although then over 80
11 years old, he immediately armed himself with his weapon; disre-
-12 garded the warnings of onlookers, and stationed himself behind a
13 stone wall directly in the path of the troops which were being
14 harassed by our militia.
15 When the British army came into point blank range, Samuel
16 Whittemore stood up, opened accurate fire, and killed three sol-
-17 diers before he collapsed from numerous wounds inflicted by the
18 enraged English combatants who then left him for dead.
19 However, Whittemore recovered from his ghastly injuries and
20 lived to be 90 years old. Samuel Whittemore is the oldest known
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21 Patriot to fight in the Revolutionary War. And most certainly, the
22 United States never had a braver warrior.

1 SECTION 2. Chapter 6 of the GeneralLaws is hereby amended
2 by adding after section 12WW the following new section:
3 Section 12XX. The governor shall annually issue a proclama-
-4 tion calling for a proper observance of February third, the anniver-
-5 sary of the death of Captain Whittemore, official hero of the
6 Commonwealth, in lasting recognition of his courage, determina-
-7 tion, outstanding service and unique contribution to American
8 independence.
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