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vided ill srction throe of said chapter one hundred and three, as

amended by tliis act. All rules and regulations in force at the Rules and

time this act takes effect shall continue in force until changed contlnueln*"

in accordance therewith. Approved May I4, 1923. force, etc.

An Act relative to the collection of water rates. Chan 391
Be it enacted, etc., as foUoivs:

Chapter forty of the General Laws is hereby amended by g. l. 40, new

inserting after section forty-two the following six sections: — sections after

Sectioji 4-'l- If the rates and charges due to a city or town unpaid water

which accepts this and the five following sections by vote of its
u^'pon rea^"

''""

city council or of the voters in town meeting for supplying water estate, etc., in

to any real estate at the request of the owner or tenant, including and^tow*'ns.^^

interest and costs thereon, as established by local regulations,

ordinances or by-laws, are not paid within sixty days after their

due date, the same shall be a lien upon such real estate in the

manner hereinafter provided. This and the five following sec- Certificate of

tions shall not take effect in a city or town accepting the same statute tTbe^

as aforesaid until the city or town clerk files in the proper reg- gl^^g^y^fh^'"^

istry of deeds a certificate that said sections have been so ac-

cepted. Each register of deeds shall record such certificate in a

book to be kept for the purpose, which shall be placed in an

accessible location in the registry.

Section 4^B. Such lien shall take effect upon the filing for Lien, when to

record in the registry of deeds for the county where the real ^^'^ ^ ^ '"^ •

estate lies of a statement by the board or officer in charge of the

water department that the rates and charges for water supplied

to the real estate therein described, including interest and costs,

to an amount therein specified, have remained unpaid for sixty

days after the due date, and said lien shall continue for one Duration of

year from the first day of October next following. Such state- '"'"' ^*''-

ment shall contain the name of the owner of record of such

real estate and a description thereof sufficiently accurate for

identification. The register of deeds shall receive and record

or, in case of registered land, file and register, said statement.

Section Jf2C. Within a reasonable time after filing such state- commitment

ment for record or registration, the board or. oflficer in charge acc"unts^to

of the water department shall commit the unpaid account with collectors of

his warrant to the collector of taxes of the city or town, and such

collector shall forthwith send notice in accordance with section

three of chapter sixty to the person designated in such warrant

as the owner of record, and any demand for the payment of such

account shall be made upon such person. The collector shall
^u^'lg^f"^

have the same powers and be subject to the same duties with collectors.

respect to such unpaid accounts as in the case of the annual

taxes upon real estate, and the provisions of law relative to the Certain

collection of such annual taxes, the sale of land for the non- t'axlaw°"to°^

payment thereof and the redemption of land so sold shall apply apply.

to unpaid accounts charged upon real estate under sections forty-

two A to forty-two F, inclusive.

Section 42D. Unpaid accounts under sections forty-two A to interest on

forty-two F, inclusive, shall bear interest at the rate of six per accounts.
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cent per annum from the time demand is made under the pre-

ceding section, or from such earlier time after their due date as

the city or town may by ordinance or by-law provide. Any such

account committed to the collector under said section and re-

maining unpaid shall be added by the collector to the annual

tax bill next to be issued, and the total amount of such bill shall

be subject to interest under the provisions of section fifty-seven

of chapter fifty-nine.

Section Jf2E. An owner of real estate aggrieved by a charge

imposed thereon under sections forty-two A to forty-two F, in-

clusive, in addition to such remedy as he may have under sec-

tion ten of chapter one hundred and sixty-five, may apply for

an abatement thereof by filing a petition with the board or

officer having control of the water department within thirty

days after demand under section forty-two C, and if such board

or officer finds that such charge is more than is properly due, a

reasonable abatement shall be made; and except as otherwise

provided herein, the provisions of chapter fifty-nine relative to

the abatement of taxes by assessors shall apply, so far as appli-

cable, to abatements hereunder. If such petition is denied in

whole or in part, the petitioner may appeal to the superior court

for the county where the real estate lies upon the same terms

and conditions as a person aggrieved by the refusal of the

assessors of a city or town to abate a tax.

Section 42F. An owner of real estate who, in order to prevent

the imposition of a lien thereon or to discharge the same, has

paid charges for water furnished to a tenant or other person who
was bound to pay the same, may recover from such tenant or

other person in an action of contract the amount of the charges

so paid with all incidental costs and expenses.

Approved May 15, 1923.

G. L. 215, § 18,

amended.
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ChaV 392 ^^ ^^'^ authorizing judges of PROBATE TO APPOINT PERMA-
NENT COURT STENOGRAPHERS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Chapter two hundred and fifteen of the General Laws is

hereby amended by striking out section eighteen and inserting

in place thereof the following: — Section 18. The judges of

probate of any county may, subject to the approval of the county

commissioners of such county, appoint and fix the compensation

of a stenographer for the probate court of such county. The
compensation and expenses of such stenographer shall be paid

by the county. At the trial of any issue of fact in a probate

court the presiding judge may appoint a stenographer, .who shall

be sworn and shall attend the trial, or such part thereof as the

judge may direct, and perform like duties and receive the same

compensation therefor as a stenographer appointed by the

superior court who is not on salary; and the sums so payable

for his attendance at court and for any transcript of his notes

or part thereof furnished to the judge by his direction shall be

paid by the county upon the certificate of the judge.

Approved May 15, 1923.


