
SENATE No. 2417
By Mr. Brewer, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 2417) of

Stephen M. Brewer, Stephen Kulik, Stanley C. Rosenberg, Reed V.
Hillman and other members of the General Court for legislation to dedi-
cate certain lands in the towns of Pelham, Belchertown, Sunderland and
Leverett under the care, custody and control of the University of Massa-
chusetts to conservation and public recreational purposes. State Admin-
istration.

In the Year Two Thousand and Two.

An Act dedicating certain lands in the towns of pelham, belcher-
town. SUNDERLAND AND LEVERETT UNDER THE CARE, CUSTODY AND
CONTROL OF THE UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS TO CONSERVATION
AND PUBLIC RECREATIONAL PURPOSES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. The parcels of state land, identified in section 2
2 and under the care, custody and control of the University of
3 Massachusetts, are hereby dedicated to the purposes and uses of
4 forest and open space protection, management and conservation.
5 environmental education, environmental research and public
6 access for passive recreation and enjoyment and shall be held
7 solely for these purposes and uses under Article 97 of the Amend-
-8 ments to the Constitution of the Commonwealth. Nothing in this
9 act shall be construed to prohibit the construction, maintenance.

10 repair, use or removal of buildings and facilities, and appurtenant
11 underground utility systems, required for and directly related to
12 environmental education, environmental research and open space
13 conservation or passive recreation on the parcels described in
14 section 2. The university, in consultation with the executive office
15 of environmental affairs, may develop reasonable rules or promul-
-16 gate regulations for the appropriate conduct and manner of public
17 access under this act.
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2 (a) all of the lands, including lands under water, in the towns of
3 Sunderland and Leverett as described in certain deeds recorded in

deeds in book 577, page 335; book
page 337, and further shown on a
district registry of deeds in plan

4 the Franklin district registry of
5 577, page 336; and book 577,
6 plan recorded in the Franklin

book 7, page 1 8; and
8 (b) all of the lands, including lands under water, in the towns of
9 Pelham and Belchertown as described in certain deeds recorded in
0 the Hampshire district registry of deeds in book 1 104, page 118;
1 and book 1 104, page I 19.

2 expend funds from otherwise acceptable and available accounts or
3 provide services, not to exceed $500,000, on the parcels described
4 in section 2 for demonstration projects which will pilot
5 approaches to forest management that include protection and
6 enhancement of biodiversity and watershed values. The executive
7 office of environmental affairs may use these demonstration pro-
-8 jects to educate private and public forest owners across the com-
-9 monwealth in biodiversity and watershed forest management. The
0 University of Massachusetts shall retain care, custody and control

1 of the parcels and all management and maintenance responsibili-
-2 ties and obligations associated therewith.
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1 SECTION 2. The parcels are identified as follows

I SECTION 3. The executive office of environmental affairs may

1 SECTION 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage


