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By Mr. Brewer, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 2423) of

Stephen M. Brewer, Mark C. Montigny, Brian P. Lees, Stanley C.
Rosenberg and other members of the General Court for legislation to
establish a missing child prompt response and notification plan. Public
Safety.

Z\]t Commonlucaltl) of ittassacliusftts

In the Year Two Thousand and Two,

An Act establishing a missing child prompt response and notifica-

tion PLAN.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 The General Laws are hereby amended by inserting after
2 chapter 22E the following chapter:—

CHAPTER 22F.
MISSING CHILD PROMPT RESPONSE

AND NOTIFICATION PLAN
4
5

6 Section 1. As used in this chapter, the following words shall,
7 unless the context clearly requires otherwise, have the following
8 meanings
9 “Child abduction”, the removal of a child from a particular
0 location in violation of a parent’s custodial rights by a person not
1 known to the parent and without the parent’s consent.

1
I
I “Director”, the director of the Massachusetts emergency man
I
1

agement agency
4 “Law enforcement authority”, any law enforcement agency in
5 the commonwealth or any of its political subdivisions.I

I 6 “Missing child”, a person under the age of 18 years missing
7 from his usual and ordinary place of residence and whose where-
-8 abouts cannot be determined by the person or persons responsible
9 for such child’s care.

I
I
1
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20 “Parent”, a biological, foster or adoptive parent whose parental
21 rights have not previously been terminated by a final court order.
22 “Serious bodily injury”, means bodily injury which results in a
23 permanent disfigurement, protracted loss or impairment of a
24 bodily function, limb or organ, or substantial risk of death.
25 Section 2. The director shall develop, and regularly update and
26 distribute, model missing child prompt response and notification

'.l plans, which shall be available for use by law enforcement author-
-18 ities and local communities. Such plans shall involve a proactive,
.9 coordinated response, planned in advance, that is triggered imme-
•o diately upon confirmation by a law enforcement authority of a

31 verified child abduction
2 Such plans shall require that

(a) Upon receiving notification that a child is missing, the nam
4 of such missing child, a physical description of the child and other

35 pertinent information, shall be immediately dispatched over the
36 police communication system;
7 (b) The law enforcement authority receiving notification of a
8 potential child abduction shall conduct an investigation to verify

39 that the missing child has been abducted and that the missing
40 child is in danger of serious bodily harm. If the law enforcement
41 authority is unable to verify that the missing child has been
42 abducted, or that the missing child is in danger of serious bodily
43 harm, the law enforcement authority shall determine whether any
44 alternative explanations exist to explain the absence of the
45 missing child and whether, under the totality of the circumstances,
46 the missing child is in danger of serious bodily harm. If the law
47 enforcement authority determines that no alternative explanations
48 exist for the absence of the missing child, and that, under the
49 totality of the circumstances, the missing child is in danger of
50 serious bodily harm, the law enforcement authority shall deem the
51 missing child to have been abducted and in danger of serious
52 bodily harm; and
53 (c) If the law enforcement authority determines that the missing
54 child has been abducted and that the missing child is in danger of
55 serious bodily harm, such law enforcement authority shall imme-
56 diately provide the name of the missing child, a description of the
57 child and other pertinent information, orally, electronically or by
58 facsimile transmission to one or more radio stations and other
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59 broadcast media outlets serving the community including, but not
60 limited to, those which have voluntarily agreed, in advance, to
61 immediately notify other such r;

62 media outlets in a like manner.
63 Section 3. The director shall
64 participating broadcast media
65 willing to agree to promptly bro
66 the Emergency Alert System 6
67 cerning the child’s disappearance
68 ming when appropriate.

adio stations and other broadcast

identify radio stations and other
outlets serving the community
adcast a missing child alert usinj
a provide pertinent details con
a, breaking into regular program

69 Section 4. No dispatch or transmission of a report concerning
70 missing child shall be required by such plan if the investigatin

1 law enforcement authority determines that the release of sue!
72 information would jeopardize the investigation or the safety of the
73 missing child, or otherwise requests forbearance.
74 Section 5. The director shall designate a unit within the Massa
75 chusetts emergency management agency to which appropriate per-
-76 sonnel shall be assigned, which shall assist law enforcement
77 agencies and representatives of radio stations and broadcast media
78 outlets in the design, implementation and improvement of missing
79 child prompt response and notification plans as established under
80 section 2.
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