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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 5 ofArticle 63 of the Amendments to the
Constitution, I am today signing “An Act Providing for Certain Transportation
Improvements.” This legislation provides $301.2 million in capital authorization for road
and bridge improvement projects, municipal and regional airport projects and for the
Public Works Economic GrantProgram. While I support most of the projects authorized
by this Act, I am sinking selected language from section 19 that earmarks funding for
projects not recommended. The reductions to sections 21 and 24 are commensurate with
the stricken earmarks. In addition to the language stricken from section 19 and the
reductions to sections 21 and 24,1 am also vetoing ten outside sections (5, 8, 47, 49, 50,
51, 52, 55, 58, and 60) for the reasons set forth below.

I am vetoing outside section 5, because 1 believe that its intent, which is to
enhance coordination and communicationbetween the Executive Office of
Transportation and Construction and the Massachusetts Turnpike Authority (MTA), is

it achieved through the provisions of section 6, which require the MTA chairperson to
report regularly to the secretary ofEOTC

Two of the sections that I am vetoing 8 and 55 - inappropriately legislate
and construction officials. Section 8,
Massachusetts Genera! Law to require that
ipent for construction and 10% for

decisions that are best made by transportation
which amends section 34 ofChapter 90 of the
90% of statewide road and bridge funding be :
equipment,would inappropriately constrict the ability ofcities and towns to make
decisions on a project to project basis. Likewise, section 55 inappropriately constricts the
Massachusetts Highway Department’s ability to recruit individuals using criteria such as
technical expertise by instituting civil service examinations for appointment and
promotion to civil engineer positions.

I am vetoing section 47 because it unnecessarily interferes with the MTA’s capital
program by directing the MTA to spend $5 million for soundbarriers along Interstate 90,
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I'he M 1
ne of the studies that are n

Sections 49 and 50 unnecessarily expand membership on the Board of
ironmental Management from 7 to 9. Because 1 believe that the existing makeup

idders, 1 am vetoing those sectiorthat Board appropriately represents stake!

While 1 support the idea of regional transit authorities, I am opting to velc
;ctions 5 I and 52. Section 51 permits a 100% or 75% credit against MBTA

assessments. In so doing, it disproportions! ly increases the MBTA assessments to be
paid by other communities, inasmuch as the
unchanged. Section 52 simply establishes tl
without increasing the disproportionate resu

iverall MBTA assessment would remain
: basis for section 51, and cannot stand a

Finally, I am vetoing sections 58 ar i ( use during these lean fiscal time
f their agencies. Unfortunately, studies si
may distract them from those core missio:

managers must focus on the core missions
as the ones mandated bv sections 58 and C

1 hereby approve the remainder of he b

Respectfully submitted

iM
Jane M. Swift
Governor
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