
SENATE No. 360
By Mr. O'Leary, a petition (accompanied by bill. Senate, No. 360) of

Robert A. O’Leary. Stephen M. Brewer, Richard T. Moore. Bruce E.
Tarr and other members of the General Court for legislation to require
the Secretary of State to provide a fiscal impact statement for every
measure submitted to the voters. Election Laws.

£tjc Commontocnltt) of iflassactnisctts

In the Year Two Thousand and Three

An Act relative to ballot questions.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 54 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 54 the following new

4 Section 54A. The state secretary shall cause to be printed and
5 sent, in the manner provided in section fifty-three, a fiscal impact
6 statement for every measure to be submitted to the voters of the
7 commonwealth, including initiative or referendum petitions, leg-
-8 islative amendments, and legislative substitutes. The fiscal impact
9 statement shall be prepared by the executive office of administra-

-10 tion and finance, in consultation with the secretary of state, the
11 attorney general, and any other appropriate state or local agency.
12 The fiscal impact statement must be written in clear and con-
-13 cise language and avoid legal and technical terms when possible,
14 and may include easily understood graphs. The fiscal impact state-
-15 ment must describe any projected increase or decrease in rev-
-16 enues, costs, expenditures, or indebtedness that the state or local
17 governments will experience if the ballot measure were approved
18 by state voters. Where appropriate, the fiscal impact statement
19 may include both estimated dollar amounts and a description
20 placing the estimated dollar amounts into context. The fiscal
21 impact statement must include both a one-sentence fiscal impact

section
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22 summary, to be placed on the ballot pursuant to section 42A, and a
23 more detailed statement that includes the assumptions that were
24 made to develop the fiscal impacts.

1 SECTION 2. Chapter 54 of the General Laws is hereby further
2 amended in section 42A by inserting after the words “as required
3 in section 53” the following words:— “and by the one sentence
4 fiscal impact summary, prepared as required in section 54A.”
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