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Chap. 18 An A^t relative to fees of special justices of district

COURTS FOR taking BAIL IN CRIMINAL CASES.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section sixty-three of chapter two hundred and seventy-six

of the General Laws, as amended by section three of chapter

four hundred and sLxty-five of the acts of nineteen hundred and
twenty-two, is hereby further amended by inserting after the

word "court" in the first fine the words: — , except a special

justice of a district court, — and by striking out, in the third

line, the word "other", so as to read as follows:— Section 63.

No justice of any court, except a special justice of a district

court, shall receive any fee or compensation for taking and ap-

proving bail in criminal cases, and no person authorized to

admit to bail in criminal cases shall receive from any source in*

connection with the admitting to bail anything of value in

excess of the statutory fees therefor. No person shall act as

attorney in any case in which he has admitted a prisoner or

witness to bail. Approved February 4, 1924.
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ChaV- 19 -A^ ^^'^ relative to the DISPOSITION OF PERSONS COMMITTED
FOR OBSERVATION AS TO THEIR SANITY.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section seventy-seven of chapter one hundred and twenty-

three of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out,

in the sixteenth and seventeenth lines, the words "the institu-

tion" and inserting in place thereof the words: — any institu-

tion for the insane, — and by adding at the end thereof the

following new paragraph :
— In case of the death, resignation

or removal of the judge committing a person for observation,

his successor in office, or, in case of the absence or disability of

the judge committing a person as aforesaid, any judge or special

justice of the same court, shall receive the notice or report pro-

vided for by this section and carry out any subsequent pro-

ceedings hereunder, — so as to read as follows :
— Section 77.

If a person is found by two physicians qualified as provided in

section fifty-three to be in such mental condition that his com-

mitment to an institution for the insane is necessary for his

proper care or observation, he may be committed by any judge

mentioned in section fifty, to a state hospital or to the McLean
hospital, for a period of thirty-five days pending the determi-

nation of his insanity; provided, that such commitments shall

be made to Gardner state colony only when legally authorized

by the department. Within thirty days after such commitment
the superintendent of the institution to which the person has

been committed shall discharge him if he is not insane, and shall

notify the judge who committed him, or if he is insane he shall

report the patient's mental condition to the judge with the

recommendation that he shall be committed as an insane person,

or discharged to the care of his guardian, relatives or friends if

he is harmless and can properly be cared for by them. Within
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