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Chap. 18 An A^t relative to fees of special justices of district

COURTS FOR taking BAIL IN CRIMINAL CASES.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section sixty-three of chapter two hundred and seventy-six

of the General Laws, as amended by section three of chapter

four hundred and sLxty-five of the acts of nineteen hundred and
twenty-two, is hereby further amended by inserting after the

word "court" in the first fine the words: — , except a special

justice of a district court, — and by striking out, in the third

line, the word "other", so as to read as follows:— Section 63.

No justice of any court, except a special justice of a district

court, shall receive any fee or compensation for taking and ap-

proving bail in criminal cases, and no person authorized to

admit to bail in criminal cases shall receive from any source in*

connection with the admitting to bail anything of value in

excess of the statutory fees therefor. No person shall act as

attorney in any case in which he has admitted a prisoner or

witness to bail. Approved February 4, 1924.
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ChaV- 19 -A^ ^^'^ relative to the DISPOSITION OF PERSONS COMMITTED
FOR OBSERVATION AS TO THEIR SANITY.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section seventy-seven of chapter one hundred and twenty-

three of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out,

in the sixteenth and seventeenth lines, the words "the institu-

tion" and inserting in place thereof the words: — any institu-

tion for the insane, — and by adding at the end thereof the

following new paragraph :
— In case of the death, resignation

or removal of the judge committing a person for observation,

his successor in office, or, in case of the absence or disability of

the judge committing a person as aforesaid, any judge or special

justice of the same court, shall receive the notice or report pro-

vided for by this section and carry out any subsequent pro-

ceedings hereunder, — so as to read as follows :
— Section 77.

If a person is found by two physicians qualified as provided in

section fifty-three to be in such mental condition that his com-

mitment to an institution for the insane is necessary for his

proper care or observation, he may be committed by any judge

mentioned in section fifty, to a state hospital or to the McLean
hospital, for a period of thirty-five days pending the determi-

nation of his insanity; provided, that such commitments shall

be made to Gardner state colony only when legally authorized

by the department. Within thirty days after such commitment
the superintendent of the institution to which the person has

been committed shall discharge him if he is not insane, and shall

notify the judge who committed him, or if he is insane he shall

report the patient's mental condition to the judge with the

recommendation that he shall be committed as an insane person,

or discharged to the care of his guardian, relatives or friends if

he is harmless and can properly be cared for by them. Within
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the said thirty-five days, the committing judge may authorize

a discharge as aforesaid, or he may commit the patient to any
institution for the insane as an insane person if, in his opinion,

such commitment is necessary. If, in the opinion of the judge. Additional

additional medical testimony as to the mental condition of the ^1^°^^
*^**'"

alleged insane person is desirable, he may appoint a physician

to examine and report thereon.

In case of the death, resignation or removal of the judge com- Death, resig-

mitting a person for observation, his successor in office, or, in ofjudge^om-

case of the absence or disability of the judge committing a
™r**b?er^^ation

person as aforesaid, any judge or special justice of the same
court, shall receive the notice or report provided for by this

section and carry out any subsequent proceedings hereunder.

Approved February 4> 1924'

An Act relative to the discharge of certain mortgages (]}iQTf 20
BY DECREE OF THE LAND COURT.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section fifteen of chapter two hundred and forty of the General ^- p-
?i?' ^ ^^'

T • 1 1 111' •
i» 1 1 « >)

amended.
Laws IS hereby amended by mserting after the word mortgage

in the third line the words :
— or a mortgage not properly or

legally discharged of record, — so as to read as follows :
— Sec- Discharge of

Hon 15. If the record title of land or of easements or rights in n^^tgagesby
land held and possessed in fee simple is encumbered by an un- decree of

discharged mortgage or a mortgage not properly or legally dis-
'^^ '^°^^

'

charged of record, and the mortgagor and those having his

estate therein have been in uninterrupted possession of the land

or exercising the rights in easements or other rights in land,

either for any period of twenty years after the expiration of the

time limited in the mortgage for the full performance of the

condition thereof, or for any period of twenty years after the

date of a mortgage not given to secure the payment of money
or a debt but to secure the mortgagee against a contingent

liability which has so ceased to exist that no person will be

prejudiced by the discharge thereof, the mortgagor, or those

having his estate in the land, or exercising the rights in ease-

ments, or any person named in section eleven, may file a petition

in the land court; and if, after such notice by publication or

otherwise as the court orders, no evidence is offered of a pay-

ment on account of the debt secured by said mortgage within

such period of twenty years after the expiration of the time

limited for the performance of the condition thereof, or of any
other act within said time in recognition of its existence as a

valid mortgage, or if the court finds that such contingent lia-

bility has ceased to exist and that the mortgage ought to be
discharged, it may enter a decree, reciting the facts and findings,

which shall, within thirty days after its entry, be recorded in

the registry of deeds for the county or district where the land

lies, and no action to enforce a title under said mortgage shall

thereafter be maintained. Two or more persons owning in

severalty different portions or different interests, such as are

described in section eleven, in the land subject to the mortgage


