
SENATE No. 515
By Ms. Creem, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 515) of

Cynthia S. Creem, Cheryl A. Jacques, Robert A. O’Leary, Cory Atkins
and other members of the General Court for legislation relative to stem
cell research in the Commonwealth. Health Care.

In the Year Two Thousand and Three

An Act relative to stem cell research.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 The general court finds and declares that
2 ( 1) An estimated 128 million Americans suffer from the crip-
3 pling economic and psychological burden of chronic, degenera-
-4 live, and acute diseases and injuries, including diabetes,
5 Parkinson’s disease, cancer, and Alzheimer’s disease, and spinal
6 cord injuries.
7 (2) The costs of treatment and lost productivity of chronic,
8 degenerative, and acute diseases and injuries in the United States
9 amounts to many billions of dollars annually. Estimates of the eco-

10 nomic costs of these diseases and injuries does not account for the
11 extreme human loss and suffering associated with these conditions.
12 (3) Stem cell research offers immense promise for developing
13 new medical therapies for these debilitating diseases and injuries
14 and a critical means to explore fundamental questions of biology.
15 Stem cell research could lead to unprecedented treatments and
16 potential cures for diabetes, Alzheimer’s disease, cancer, spinal
17 cord injuries and other diseases.
18 (4) The commonwealth has historically been open to scientific
19 inquiry and technological innovation, and with the commitment of
20 public and private resources has helped to make the United States
21 the preeminent world leader in biomedicine and biotechnology.
22 (5) The Massachusetts biotechnology industry is a critical com-
-23 ponent of the state’s economy providing 30,000 jobs, paying $2.4
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24 billion in wages and salaries, investing $2.3 billion in research
25 and development, raising $260 million in venture capital tunding,
26 and contributing to worldwide revenue. It would be significantly
27 diminished by limitations imposed on stem cell research.
28 (6) Open scientific inquiry and publicly funded research is
29 essential to realizing the promise of stem cell research and to

30 maintain leadership in biomedicine and biotechnology. Publicly
31 funded stem cell research, conducted under established standards
32 of open scientific exchange, peer review, and public oversight
33 offers the most efficient and responsible means of fulfilling the
34 promise of stem cells to provide regenerative medical therapies.
35 (7) Stem cell research, including the use of embryonic stem

36 cells for medical research.
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