
SENATE No. 632
By Mr. Moore, a petition (accompanied by bill. Senate, No. 632) of

Richard T. Moore, Harriette L. Chandler and Brian A. Joyce for legisla-
tion to require physicians to take pharmacological courses to utilize a
computer order entry system as a condition of licensure or license
renewal. Health Care.

In the Year Two Thousand and Three,

An Act relative to continuing education for prescribers.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 2 of Chapter 112 of the General Laws as
2 appearing in the 2000 Official Edition is hereby amended by
3 adding after the last paragraph, the following paragraph:—
4 The board of registration in medicine shall promulgate rules
5 and regulations requiring their holders applying for a renewal reg-
-6 istration or license on or after January 1, 2005, to certify that said
7 holder has taken two pharmacological courses or seminars or uti-
-8 lizes a computer order entry system in their daily practice; pro-
-9 vided that said courses or seminars shall not also satisfy the
10 educational requirements for an appropriate professional degree;
11 provided however that said courses or seminars shall not be spon-

-12 sored or influenced by pharmaceutical manufacturers, pharmacy
13 benefit managers, pharmacies or other related organizations, enti-
-14 ties or individuals, but may be sponsored by an accredited medical
15 school or school of pharmacy; provided that the effective date for
16 the compliance with this act shall be January 1, 2008 for any
17 intern or student holders or the equivalent. The word “sponsored”
18 shall mean, for purposes of this act, any monetary donation. As
19 used in this section, “holder” means the holder of a certificate of
20 registration issued by the board, including an individual or entity
21 licensed or registered pursuant to Chapter 112.

®l)c Commontoealtt) of iflassndiusctts



[January1 SENATE No. 632

1 SECTION 2. Section 91 of Chapter 112 of the General Laws as
2 appearing in the 2000 Official Edition is hereby amended by
3 adding after the last paragraph, the following paragraph;—
4 The board of registration of physician assistants shall promul-
-5 gate rules and regulations requiring their holders applying for a
6 renewal registration or license on or after January 1, 2005, to cer-
-7 tify that said holder has taken two pharmacological courses or
8 seminars or utilizes a computer order entry system in their daily
9 practice; provided that said courses or seminars shall not also sat-

-10 isfy the educational requirements for an appropriate professional
11 degree; provided however that said courses or seminars shall not
12 be sponsored or influenced by pharmaceutical manufacturers,
13 pharmacy benefit managers, pharmacies or other related organiza-
-14 tions, entities or individuals, but may be sponsored by an accred-
-15 ited medical school or school of pharmacy; provided that the
16 effective date for the compliance with this act shall be January 1,
17 2008 for any intern or student holders or the equivalent. The word
18 “sponsored” shall mean, for purposes of this act, any monetary
19 donation. As used in this section, “holder” means the holder of a
20 certificate of registration issued by the board, including an indi-
-21 vidual or entity licensed or registered pursuant to Chapter 112.

1 SECTION 3. Chapter 112 of the General Laws as appearing in
2 the 2000 Official Edition is hereby amended by adding after
3 section 22, the following section;—
4 Section 22A. The board of registration in podiatry shall pro-
-5 mulgate rules and regulations requiring their holders applying for
6 a renewal registration or license on or after January 1, 2005, to
7 certify that said holder has taken two pharmacological courses or
8 seminars or utilizes a computer order entry system in their daily
9 practice; provided that said courses or seminars shall not also sat-

-10 isfy the educational requirements for an appropriate professional
11 degree; provided however that said courses or seminars shall not
12 be sponsored or influenced by pharmaceutical manufacturers,
13 pharmacy benefit managers, pharmacies or other related organiza-

-14 tions, entities or individuals, but may be sponsored by an accred-
-15 ited medical school or school of pharmacy; provided that the
16 effective date for the compliance with this act shall be January 1.
17 2008 for any intern or student holders or the equivalent. The word
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18 “sponsored” shall mean, for purposes of this act, any monetary
19 donation. As used in this section, “holder” means the holder of a
20 certificate of registration issued by the board, including an indi-
-21 vidual or entity licensed or registered pursuant to Chapter 112.

1 SECTION 4. Section 24A of Chapter 112 of the General Laws
2 as appearing in the 2000 Official Edition is hereby amended by
3 adding after the last paragraph, the following paragraph:—
4 The board of registration in pharmacy shall promulgate rules
5 and regulations requiring their holders applying for a renewal reg-
-6 istration or license on or after January 1, 2005, to certify that said
7 holder has taken two pharmacological courses or seminars or uti-
-8 lizes a computer order entry system in their daily practice; pro-
-9 vided that said courses or seminars shall not also satisfy the
10 educational requirements for an appropriate professional degree;
11 provided however that said courses or seminars shall not be spon-
-12 sored or influenced by pharmaceutical manufacturers, pharmacy
13 benefit managers, pharmacies or other related organizations, enti-
-14 ties or individuals, but may be sponsored by an accredited medical
15 school or school of pharmacy; provided that the effective date for
16 the compliance with this act shall be January 1, 2008 for any
17 intern or student holders or the equivalent. The word “sponsored”
18 shall mean, for purposes of this act, any monetary donation. As
19 used in this section, “holder” means the holder of a certificate of
20 registration issued by the board, including an individual or entity
21 licensed or registered pursuant to Chapter 112.

1 SECTION 5. Section 43 of Chapter 112 of the General Laws as
2 appearing in the 2000 Official Edition is hereby amended by
3 adding after the first paragraph, the following paragraph:—
4 The board of registration of dentistry shall promulgate rules
5 and regulations requiring their holders applying for a renewal reg-
-6 istration or license on or after January 1, 2005, to certify that said
7 holder has taken two pharmacological courses or seminars or uti-
-8 lizes a computer order entry system in their daily practice; pro-
-9 vided that said courses or seminars shall not also satisfy the

10 educational requirements for an appropriate professional degree;
11 provided however that said courses or seminars shall not be spon-

-12 sored or influenced by pharmaceutical manufacturers, pharmacy
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13 benefit managers, pharmacies or other related organizations, enti-
-14 ties or individuals, but may be sponsored by an accredited medical
15 school or school of pharmacy; provided that the effective date for
16 the compliance with this act shall be January 1, 2008 for any
17 intern or student holders or the equivalent. The word “sponsored”
18 shall mean, for purposes of this act, any monetary donation. As
19 used in this section, “holder” means the holder of a certificate of
20 registration issued by the board, including an individual or entity
21 licensed or registered pursuant to Chapter 112.

1 SECTION 6. Section 69 of Chapter 112 of the General Laws as
2 appearing in the 2000 Official Edition is hereby amended by
3 adding after the last paragraph, the following paragraph:—
4 The board of registration in optometry shall promulgate rules
5 and regulations requiring their holders applying for a renewal reg-
-6 istration or license on or after January 1, 2005, to certify that said
7 holder has taken two pharmacological courses or seminars or uti-
-8 lizes a computer order entry system in their daily practice; pro-
-9 vided that said courses or seminars shall not also satisfy the

10 educational requirements for an appropriate professional degree;
11 provided however that said courses or seminars shall not be spon-
-12 sored or influenced by pharmaceutical manufacturers, pharmacy
13 benefit managers, pharmacies or other related organizations, enti-
-14 ties or individuals, but may be sponsored by an accredited medical
15 school or school of pharmacy; provided that the effective date for
16 the compliance with this act shall be January 1, 2008 for any
17 intern or student holders or the equivalent. The word “sponsored"
18 shall mean, for purposes of this act, any monetary donation. As
19 used in this section, “holder” means the holder of a certificate of
20 registration issued by the hoard, including an individual or entity
21 licensed or registered pursuant to Chapter 112.

1 SECTION 7. Section 74 of Chapter 112 of the General Laws as
2 appearing in the 2000 Official Edition is hereby amended by
3 adding after the fourth paragraph, the following paragraph: —
4 The board of registration in medicine shall promulgate rules
5 and regulations requiring their holders applying for a renewal reg-
-6 istration or license on or after January 1, 2005, to certify that said
7 holder has taken two pharmacological courses or seminars or uti-
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8 lizes a computer order entry system in their daily practice; pro-
-9 vided that said courses or seminars shall not also satisfy the edu-

-10 cational requirements for an appropriate professional degree;
11 provided however that said courses or seminars shall not be spon-
-12 sored or influenced by pharmaceutical manufacturers, pharmacy
13 benefit managers, pharmacies or other related organizations, enti-
-14 ties or individuals, but may be sponsored by an accredited medical
15 school or school of pharmacy; provided that the effective date for
16 the compliance with this act shall be January 1, 2008 for any
17 intern or student holders or the equivalent; and provided that this
18 requirement shall apply only to those nurses with prescriptive
19 authority. The word “sponsored” shall mean, for purposes of this
20 act, any monetary donation. As used in this section, “holder”
21 means the holder of a certificate of registration issued by the
22 board, including an individual or entity licensed or registered pur-
-23 suant to Chapter 112,
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