
SENATE No. 931
By Mr. Antonioni (by request), a petition (accompanied by bill,

Senate, No. 931) of Reverend Keith Mason for legislation to abolish the
statute of limitation for sexual abuse actions. The Judiciary.

£t)f Commontucaltt) of iflassadjusctts

In the Year Two Thousand and Three

An Act to abolish the statute of limitation in cases of sexual
ABUSE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority> of the same, asfollows:

1 Whereas, the state of Massachusetts has, presently, on the
2 books, a law which limits the time period during which a child
3 and/or his/her parents may initiate legal action against an adult
4 who has sexually abused that child; and
5 Whereas, sexual abuse of a child by a priest, minister, rabbi or
6 other church worker in a position of authority is, in reality, “rape,
7 by a ‘holy’ and trusted person”; and
8 Whereas, the child sees the priest, minister or rabbi as being
9 next to God, and therefore incapable of doing harm or wrong; and

10 Whereas, psychologically, mentally and spiritually, the child
11 needs years to realize, process and analyze what actually hap-
-12 pened to him or her; and
13 Whereas, most children who are sexually abused by clergy,
14 suffer years of mental confusion and feelings of guilt, great spiri-
-15 tual pain, long-lasting anger, self-destructive feelings, and
16 destructive feelings toward the one whom they begin, slowly, to
17 see as the real guilty perpetrator/abuser. That psychological,
18 mental and spiritual process, for any child abuse by the clergy,
19 particularly where no healing has occurred, can involve the child
20 in unbelievable confusion and pain for up to twenty, thirty or
21 forty years or more, before being able to even reveal the abuse;
22 and
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23 Whereas, the natural reaction of most parents to a child’s tenta-
-24 live revelation of sexual abuse by a priest, minister or rabbi, is
25 that it is simply too difficult, or almost impossible to believe, at
26 least, at first; and
27 Whereas, that natural reaction, because of the in-built respect
28 and reverence for the clergy who are seen as the most holy and
29 harmless of human beings, limits the possibility of parents to
30 believe their children, and they blame the child. “Father So-and-
-31 So would never do a thing like that! Don’t you ever say a thing
32 like that again!” Far too often, in the past, the child was then
33 administered a quick, sharp slap across the face, thereby driving
34 the pain, confusion, anger and destructive feelings, to the inner
35 core of the child’s being. All those feelings remain imprisoned
36 within the child for years of shame, hurt, anger and pain; and
37 Whereas, the sexual abuse of a child by any member of the clergy,
38 in light of all of the above, is the equivalent, in reality, of the “murder
39 of the soul of the child”, many of whom can no longer go to church,
40 face the clergy, and, sometimes, cannot even believe in God; and
41 Whereas, there is no statute of limitations for the sin and crime
42 of murder (of the body) of any human being; and
43 Whereas, the present statute of limitations, in reality, acts as a
44 law to “keep victims quiet”, six years is a very short period of
45 time to overcome all of the above and “go public”. The present
46 statute of limitations allows the perpetrator/abuser, after the six
47 years has elapsed, to “get away with murder” of the soul of the
48 child, because he/she can no longer be held criminally respon-
-49 sible. The statute of limitations, thus protects the abuser, but not
50 the victim. In addition to all of the above, many victims are, for
51 years, terrified of coming forward, “going public”, because the
52 abuser also issued a real Death Threat, “You tell anyone and you
53 will die, or your sister will die!” Because of all of the above, too
54 many victims (and now we know also, abusers) have committed
55 suicide, the pain was too great to bear; and
56 Whereas, a threat of death issued to any individual or group of
57 people constitutes an act of terror, thereby making the priest or
58 other person issuing the Death Threat to the child, guilty also of
59 an Act of Terrorism, which is punishable as crime in itself, in
60 these United Slates,
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61 Therefore , be it resolved, that for the sin and crime of “murder
62 of the soul of the child” and the added terrorist Death Threat, the
63 present statute of limitations for sexual abuse, particularly by the
64 clergy, be and be made known to be, hereby abolished and erased
65 from the Statute Books of the State of Massachusetts.
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