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By Mr. Shannon, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1117)

of Charles E. Shannon, Vincent P. Ciampa, Dianne Wilkerson, Susan C.
Fargo and other members of the General Court for legislation to improve
the child support collection process. The Judiciary.
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In the Year Two Thousand and Three,

An Act improving the child support collection process.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. The second paragraph of section 18 of chapter
2 224 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2000 Official Edi-
-3 tion, is hereby amended by striking out the last sentence.

1 SECTION 2. Chapter 276 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 23A, as most recently amended
3 by section 15 of chapter 166 of the acts of 2000, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following section:—
5 Section 23A. (a) For purposes of this section, “warrant” shall
6 include a warrant issued for the apprehension of a person charged
7 with a crime and a warrant issued for the apprehension of a person
8 against whom a default warrant or capias has issued due to failure
9 to pay child support, if the amount of arrears is not less than

10 $7,500.
11 (b) Whenever a court is requested to issue a warrant, the
12 requesting authority shall provide to the court the person’s name,
13 last known address, date of birth, gender, race, height, weight,
14 hair and eye color, the offense or offenses for which the warrant is
15 requested, a designation of the offense or offenses as felonies or
16 misdemeanors, or a designation that the warrant or capias was
17 issued for nonpayment of child support and the amount of
18 arrearage, any known aliases and any such information as shall be
19 required for a warrant to be accepted by the criminal justice infor-



[January1 SENATE —No. 1117

20 mation system maintained by the criminal history systems board.
21 A warrant which contains the above information, as provided by
22 the individual for whom the warrant is being issued, shall not be
23 nullified if such information is later found to be inaccurate. An
24 individual or law enforcement official seeking issuance of a war-
-25 rant which does not contain all of the above required fields may
26 apply to the clerk of the court for an exemption from this require -

27 ment. Such exemption shall be automatically granted upon the
28 request of any law enforcement official or agency. No rights
29 regarding the validity of a warrant may arise from such require -

30 ments not being met. Such information and the name of the police
31 department responsible for serving the warrant shall be entered by
32 the clerk’s office into a computer system to be known as the war-
-33 rant management system. All warrants appearing in the warrant
34 management system shall be accessible through the criminal jus-
-35 tice information system, maintained by the criminal history sys-
-36 terns board, to law enforcement agencies and the registry of motor
37 vehicles. The warrant shall consist of sufficient information elec-
-38 tronically appearing in the warrant management system, and a
39 printout of the electronic warrant from the criminal Justice infor-
-40 mation system shall constitute a true copy of the warrant. Such
41 warrants appearing electronically in the warrant management
42 system and, in turn, in the criminal justice information system.
43 shall constitute notice and delivery of said warrants to the police
44 department responsible for serving the warrant. Whenever a war-
-45 rant is recalled or removed, the clerk's office shall, without any
46 unnecessary delay, enter the same in the warrant management
47 system which entry shall be electronically transmitted to the crim-
-48 inal justice information system.
49 (c) No law enforcement officer, who in the performance of his
50 duties relies in good faith on the warrant appearing in the warrant
51 management system and, in turn, the criminal justice information
52 system, shall be liable in any criminal prosecution or civil action
53 alleging false arrest, false imprisonment, or malicious prosecution
54 or arrest by false pretense.
55 (d) The issuing court shall provide notification, either before
56 the issuance of a default or arrest warrant or no later than 30 days
57 after the issuance of the warrant, to the subject of the warrant.
58 Such notice shall contain the following information: the name and
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59 address of the issuing court, a description of the charge for which
60 the warrant is being issued or the amount of child support due, a
61 description of the method by which the individual may clear the
62 warrant and a summary of the consequences the individual may
63 face for not responding to the warrant. Such notice shall be
64 deemed satisfactory if notice is mailed to the address stated on the
65 warrant.
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