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a public service corporation or a college, university or other edu-
cational institution to which the preceding section applies, or to

amend the charter or change the corporate purpose or name of

such an existing corporation, shall, on or before November first

prior to its intended presentation, deposit the same, together with
a bill embodying in substance the legislation petitioned for, in

the office of the commissioner of corporations and taxation.

The petition shall specifically set forth the facts showing why the

object sought cannot be accomplished under the general laws,

and if such a petition relates to a corporation organized or to be
organized for purposes of business or profit, shall be accompanied
by a fee of twenty-five dollars, which shall be paid to the com-
monwealth. Said commissioner shall examine every petition

filed as aforesaid, and shall attach thereto a certificate or memo-
randum stating whether or not, in his opinion, the object sought
may be accomplished under the general laws or whether the

same requires legislation. He may also insert in said memo-
randum any other relevant statement which, in his opinion, might
be of assistance to the general court in passing on the petition,

and shall file the petition and bill with the clerk of the house of

representatives not later than the third Saturday of December.
Approved March 29, 192J^.

Chap. 171 ^ ^^'^ RELATIVE TO THE TIME OF OPENING THE POLLS IN ELEC-
TIONS IN CITIES.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section sixty-four of chapter fifty-four of the General Laws is

hereby amended by inserting before the word "six" in the

eleventh line the words :
— fifteen minutes before, — so as to

read as follows :
— Section 64. Notices or warrants for state

and city elections and for the election of town officers in towns
where official ballots are used shall specify by name all the

offices to be voted for, and state, in the form in which it will

appear upon the ballot, any question submitted to the voters.

They shall specify the time when the polls will be opened, and
in cities and in towns when voting by precincts, when the polls

will be closed, and in to\\Tis when not voting by precincts, when
they may be closed.

The polls shall in no case be kept open after eight o'clock in

the evening.

In cities, the polls may be opened as early as fifteen minutes

before six o'clock in the forenoon, and shall be opened as early

as ten o'clock in the forenoon and shall be kept open at least

six hours.

In towns, at the election of state and town ofiicers, the polls

may be opened as early as fifteen minutes before six o'clock in

the forenoon, and shall be opened as early as twelve o'clock,

noon, and shall be kept open at least four hours, and until the

time specified in the warrant when they may or will be closed;

and in to^vTis not voting by precincts they may be kept open for

such longer time as the meeting shall direct. At annual town
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meetings they shall be kept open at least one hour for the recep- At annual

tion of votes upon the question of licensing the sale of certain inga°
'"^^

non-intoxicating beverages, as defined in section one of chapter

one hundred and thirty-eight. After an announcement has

been made by the presiding officer of a time so fixed for closing

the polls they shall not be closed at an earlier hour.

Approved March 29, 1924.

An Act authorizing gas and electric companies to sell Qfidy ^72
STOCK to customers AND EMPLOYEES UNDER CERTAIN CON-

'

DITIONS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section nineteen of chapter one hundred and sixty-four of the o. l. i64, § 19,

General Laws, as amended by chapter two hundred and forty-
®*°

'

^^^"^ ® '

six of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-one and by section

two of chapter two hundred and twenty-six of the acts of nine-

teen hundred and twenty-two, is hereby further amended by
inserting after the word "determine" in the seventh and eighth

lines the words :
— or may sell them to customers or employees

of the company upon such terms and subject to such conditions

as may be approved by the department, — and by inserting

after the word "of" in the twelfth line the words: — to custo-

mers or employees of the company or others, — so as to read

as follows: — Section 19. If an increase subject to the pre- Capital stock

ceding section does not exceed four per cent of the existing stock eLctric^'ĉom-

of the company, the directors, without first offering the shares panies, sale by

to the stockholders, may sell them by auction or by tender to the etc.

highest bidder in such manner, at such times and upon such
terms, not less than par to be paid in cash, as the directors shall

determine, or may sell them to customers or employees of the Sale to

company upon such terms and subject to such conditions as may empf^les,"'^

be approved by the department. Any shares heretofore or here- etc.

after authorized, which, under the provisions of the preceding fubs'cribed for

section, remain unsubscribed for by the stockholders entitled
h^d*°°'^d-

to take them may be sold by the directors at public auction, or position, etc.

may be disposed of to customers or employees of the company
or others at such price, not less than par, or at such price less

than par as may have been authorized by the department as

provided in section eighteen, and upon such terms and in such
manner as the directors may deem advisable, subject to the

approval of the department. Such shares as are sold by auction Place and

shall be offered for sale in Boston or in such other city or town '^°'^'°® °^ ^^'®-

as the department prescribes, and notice of the time and place

of the sale shall be published at least five times, during the ten

days immediately preceding the sale, in each of three, at least,

of such daily newspapers as the department may prescribe.

Approved March 29, 1924.


