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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 5 of Article 63 of the Amendments

to the Constitution, I am today signing “An Act Making Appropriations For
Fiscal Year 2003 To Provide For Supplementing Certain Existing Appropria-
tions And For Certain Other Activities And Projects.”

I commend your quick action in addressing the Commonwealth’s fiscal
year 2003 budget deficit, and I look forward to working with you in a similar
fashion as you craft the budget for Fiscal Year 2004.

This legislation appropriates $8.5 million to pay for various judgments
and settlements involving the Commonwealth. In addition to this funding,
I also encourage you to address the remaining supplemental items I filed on
January 30, 2003, including nearly $5O million for snow and ice removal,
$2 million for homeless shelters, and $16,3 million for public defenders.

This bill also contains numerous outside sections that are necessary to
reduce the deficit for Fiscal Year 2003, including several provisions that
close various tax loopholes, authorize transfers from several funds to the
General Fund, and increase fees at the Registries of Deeds. Furthermore, this
bill extends the statute of limitations applicable to the Central Artery/Tun-
nel’s cost recovery efforts.

While I support the vast majority of the provisions within this Act, I am
vetoing outside sections 83A, 89, and 91 for the reasons set forth below:

I am vetoing outside sections 83A and 91 of this Act because, although
I support the intent of several components of this provision and, in fact, the
Department of Transitional Assistance has taken steps to implement many of
the elements of this provision, I am concerned that this section would
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undermine the two-year limit on welfare benefits that was one of the corner-
stones of the Commonwealth’s welfare reform law. For this reason, I am also
vetoing section 91, which is an effective date provision for outside section 83A.

Additionally, I am vetoing outside section 89, which states that outside
section 18 of this act shall be effective for tax years beginning on or after
March 1, 2003. This provision, if not vetoed, would cost the Commonwealth
millions of dollars by preventing section 18 from becoming effective until
tax year 2004.

1 am signing outside section 69, which concerns a transfer of funds from
the Renewable Energy Trust Fund. I recognize that questions have been
raised concerning the constitutionality of this provision as well as the poten-
tial impact of this section on the validity of the Renewable Energy Trust
Fund. However, I believe those questions will be satisfactorily addressed by
the enactment of companion legislation that will implement section 69
through an arrangement pursuant to which the Commonwealth will enter into
contracts to purchase renewable energy. The details of this proposal will be
outlined more comprehensively in a letter accompanying the legislation,
which will be filed shortly.

I am also signing outside section 70, which relates to the School Building
Assistance program. I do so reluctantly, as this program has grown to an
unsustainable size. At present, the Commonwealth’s potential liability,
including the existing priority waiting list, is over $ll billion, for which
there is no corresponding revenue source. If all the pending projects were
approved, we would be making this problem worse by close to $1 billion.
This is unacceptable. As a result, I am instructing the Commissioner of Edu-
cation to impose a moratorium on adding projects to the priority waiting list,
beginning on July 1, 2003. In the interim, 1 am instructing the Commissioner
to add only the most urgent projects to the priority waiting list and to give
consideration to approving no more than one project per community. More-
over, my administration will begin immediately to work with the legislature
to prepare a comprehensive approach to restructuring this important, but
unsustainable program.

1 hereby approve the remainder of the bill

Respectfully submitted.

MITT ROMNEY
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