
SENATE No. 2313
By Mr. Moore, a petition (accompanied by bill. Senate, No. 2313) of

Richard T. Moore, Paul Kujawski and Jennifer M. Callahan for legisla-
tion relative to the disposition of easements or other interests in land in
Uxbridge under the care and control of the department of conservation
and recreation. State Administration.

cThr CommonlucaltJj of i-Hassatliusftts

In the Year Two Thousand and Four

An Act relative to the disposition of easements or other inter-
ests IN LAND IN UXBRIDGE UNDER THE CARE AND CONTROL OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND RECREATION.

1 Whereas. It is in the public good to preserve, rehabilitate and
re-use historically significant buildings located in communities
pursuing economic revitalization; and

4 Whereas, The remediation of hazardous waste sites into usable.
5 safe, and commercially viable assets of the community provides a
6 benefit to the public and furthers the commonwealth’s brownfields
7 initiative; and minimizing the public cost of achieving these goals

8 is important to the fiscal health of the Commonwealth, and
Whereas, The Stanley Woolen Mill in Uxbridge is a historically

10 significant, vacant and deteriorating building complex located on
I! a major thoroughfare, immediately adjacent an existing state park,
12 and on which there exist significant hazardous waste conditions,

and
14 Whereas, There is significant local and regional support for
15 preservation and re-use of the building complex, which is an
16 economically feasible opportunity if sufficient parking is avail-
-17 able; and private investment in redevelopment of the Stanley
1C \/f!ll . Pi'. 4 r-. I - Im nivw/omonlc8 Woolen Mill complex offers opportunities to make improvements

9 to a state park facility.
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. The commissioner of the division of capital asset
2 management and maintenance, on behalf of and in consultation
3 with the commissioner of the department of conservation and
4 recreation, is hereby authorized, in accordance with the provisions
5 of Article 97 of the amendments to the Massachusetts constitution
6 and notwithstanding the provisions of sections 40F through 40J,
7 inclusive, of chapter 7 of the General Laws, to convey, release or
8 modify easements, leases, or other lesser property interests in cer-
-9 tain parcels of land and any improvement(s) located thereon cur-

-10 rently under the control of and used by the department of
11 conservation and recreation for conservation and recreation pur-

-12 poses as part of the Blackstone river and canal heritage state park
13 located in the town of Uxbridge, to Deane Redevelopment,
14 grantee, of Boston, Massachusetts, its successors and assigns, in
15 order to provide additional, shared parking space for commercial
16 redevelopment of the former Stanley Woolen Company building
17 and land located immediately adjacent the state park, to provide
18 additional means of vehicular and pedestrian access to and adja-
-19 cent to the building, and to make improvements, including the
20 construction of bridges, that will provide or enhance public access
21 to and use of the building and the state park, subject to the
22 requirements of sections 2,3, 4, 5 and 6 of this act, and to such
23 additional terms and conditions consistent with this act as the
24 commissioner may prescribe in consultation with the department.
25 The property authorized to be conveyed herein may not be used to
26 increase building density on adjacent land or to create additional
27 lots. The area to be affected by the lease, easement or other inter-
-28 ests in land hereby authorized contains approximately 163,435
29 square feet (3.75 acres) of land, and is a portion of a parcel of land
30 conveyed to the Commonwealth by instrument recorded with the
31 Worcester county registry of deeds in Book 9338, Page 44, that
32 parcel shown on a plan of land entitled “Calumet Mill Properties
33 Belonging to the Calumet Woolen Company at Uxbridge, Massa-
-34 chusetts,” recorded with the Worcester registry of deeds in plan
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0 book 10, plan 11. Modifications to the dimensions of the area to
6 be affected by the conveyance hereby authorized may be made
7 prior to conveyance to carry out the purposes of this act.

1 SECTION 2. No lease, easement or other document ot con-
-2 veyance given by or on behalf of the commonwealth for the prop-
3 erty described in section 1 shall be valid unless such document
4 provides that the property shall be used solely for the purposes
5 described in section 1. The document of conveyance shall include
6 a reversionary clause that, upon exercise by the division on behalf
7 of the commonwealth as evidenced in the appropriate registry of
8 deeds, will result in termination or release of the rights authorized
9 in this act and return of the unencumbered fee interest in the prop-

-10 erty to the care, custody and control of the department of conser-
-11 vation and recreation if the property ceases to be utilized for the
12 express purposes for which it was conveyed.

1 SECTION 3. As full compensation for the rights or interests
granted to Deane Redevelopment, grantee shall convey an ease-

3 ment, lease, or other interests in land to the department of conser-
-4 vation and recreation to (a) provide additional, shared public
5 parking space and access rights for the benefit of the state park on
6 an area containing approximately 178,060 square feet (4.09 acres)
7 of land, and, at the appropriate phase of redevelopment of the mill
8 building complex, to construct such parking and access, (b) at the
9 appropriate phase of redevelopment of the mill building complex,

10 construct and maintain a bridge over the Blackstone canal (mill
H tail race), to allow vehicular access to the additional parking
12 areas, (c) if the commonwealth has not yet remediated and capped
13 an area of contaminated park land, remediate and cap such area ol
14 contaminated land to be used for additional parking, (d) design
15 and construct parking areas and other improvements, including
16 environmental remediation activities, to minimize visual, resource
17 and aesthetic impacts and enhance the historic character ol the
18 mill building and adjacent areas, (e) open to park visitor use all
19 common area, sanitary facilities in the mill building at all hours
20 that retail businesses in the building are open, (I) Irom the date

21 that at least 30,000 square feet of the mill building are subject to
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22 third party leases of one year of more, maintain at grantee’s
23 expense any developed or existing parking areas it owns or which
24 are subject to the lease, easement or other document of con-
-25 veyance authorized by this act, (g) ensure all plans, final design
26 and construction of parking or other improvements facilitate
27 connection of the Blackstone bicycle trail by or through the
28 commonwealth’s and grantee’s property, and (h) abide by and
29 carry out these and other tasks as described in a memorandum of
30 agreement between the grantee and the department. The grantee of
31 the property rights conveyed under this act shall assume the cost
32 of any title, environmental assessment or remediation, surveys and
33 other expenses reasonably deemed necessary by the commissioner
34 of the division of capital planning and operations for the granting
35 of rights.

1 SECTION 4. The commissioner of the department of conserva-
-2 tion and recreation shall submit the memorandum of agreement
3 referred to in section 3 of this act, or any subsequent amendment
4 thereof, and a report thereon, to the commissioner of the division
5 of capital asset management and maintenance for his review and
6 comment. The commissioner of the division shall issue his review
7 and comment within 30 days of receipt of the agreement or
8 amendment. The grantee of the property interests to be conveyed
9 hereunder shall carry out the provisions of section 3 of this act

10 and as set forth in the memorandum of agreement or any amend-
-11 merit thereto.

1 SECTION 5. If, after five years from the conveyance of the
2 rights or interests granted pursuant to this act, (a) less than
3 $300,000 has been invested in construction, repair, or rehabilita-
-4 tion of the mill building, or (b) less than 10,000 square feet of the
5 building are subject to third party leases of one year or more, or,
6 (c) if at any time after passage of this act, more than 10% of the
7 gross area of the building is in residential use, or (d) more than
8 60% of the gross floor area of the building has been condemned
9 for demolition or is demolished or destroyed, by casualty or other-

-10 wise, or (e) substantial construction of any of the work described
11 in Section 3, subsections (a) through (c), inclusive, has not begun,

12 then, in accordance with the standards, criteria or process
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13 described in the memorandum ot agreement referred to in
14 section 3 of this act, the property rights authorized by this act are

15 subject to lapse and may be terminated by the department at its
16 option, in which case the commonwealth, acting through the divi-
-17 sion of capital asset management in consultation w ith the depart-
-18 ment, may release the rights in land acquired from the grantee in
19 consideration for those granted by the commonwealth under this
20 act, without further legislative authority, and the commonwealth
21 and the grantee, its successors and assigns, shall execute and
22 deliver any documents necessary to confirm or effect such lapse,

termination and release of property rights

1 SECTION 6. Any compensation received by the common-
2 wealth in connection with the rights conveyed in accordance with
3 this act or the memorandum of agreement described in section 3
4 of this act shall be deposited in the Conservation Trust established
5 pursuant to section lof chapter 132 A of the General Laws, as
6 amended, for the benefit of facilities and programs in the Black-
-7 stone river and canal heritage state park.
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