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In the Year Two Thousand and Five

An Act establishing a multidisciplinary response system for

ASSISTING ABUSED CHILDREN.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Title 111 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2002 Official
2 Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after section 209 D the
3 following section:
4 Section 209E. Children’s Advocacy Centers.
5 (a) Definitions; As used in this section, the following words
6 shall have the following meanings unless the context clearly indi-
-7 cates otherwise: “child abuse” means a report made regarding sus-
-8 picion of sexual abuse, sexual exploitation and/or serious physical
9 abuse when a child is under 18 years of age; “Children’s Advo-

-10 cacy Center” or “CAC” means an agency or program, established
11 in compliance with the uniform minimum standards set forth by
12 the Massachusetts Children’s Alliance, that coordinates the inves-
-13 tigation of child abuse reports by providing a child-appropriate,
14 child-friendly location for forensic interviews and by accessing
15 specialized services for children alleged to have been abused and
16 their non-offending family members/guardians that include, but
17 are not limited to, forensic interviews, forensic medical examina-
-18 tions, mental health services, victim and court advocacy, crisis
19 and safety assessment and intervention; “district” means a county
20 or counties under the jurisdiction of one elected district attorney;
21 “public agency” means a county or state agency; “multidiscipli-
-22 narv team” means the public and private agencies that are partici-
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23 pant partners in a CAC; the investigation component of a multi-
-24 disciplinary team is the “Sexual Abuse Intervention Network
25 (SAIN)”, which consists of, at a minimum, representatives of the
26 DA, DSS, and police, convened by a coordinator to investigate a
27 report of abuse and make collaborative decisions regarding pro-
-28 tection, services and treatment, and possible prosecution.
29 (b) There shall be established in the Commonwealth a statewide
30 organization that has expertise in the establishment and operations
31 of children’s advocacy center (CAC) programs, the name of which
32 shall be the Massachusetts Children’s Alliance (MACA). This
33 state organization shall be an approved chapter of the National
34 Children’s Alliance and shall exist to support the development,
35 maintenance, growth, and accreditation of children’s advocacy
36 centers in each district of the Commonwealth.
37 MACA shall be governed by an elected board of directors, at
38 least half of whom shall be CAC representatives from throughout
39 the Commonwealth.
40 (c) MACA shall be charged with developing statewide min-
-41 imum program standards and best practices for the operation of
42 Children’s Advocacy Centers. MACA shall also conduct out-
-43 reach, education, and specialized training for professionals and
44 the public, and develop resources for supporting Children’s Advo-
-45 cacy Centers including seeking and administering private and/or
46 public funding
47 (d) There shall be established in each district in the Common-
-48 wealth a Children’s Advocacy Center (CAC). Each center will be
49 established as a multidisciplinary, interagency program that
50 responds to reports of sexual and serious physical abuse cases in a
51 coordinated manner and in a safe, child-friendly facility. The
52 member agencies of the CAC shall be charged with investigating
53 cases of child abuse, initiating treatment and services for victims,
54 and where appropriate, prosecuting offenders.
55 (e) No agency or group of agencies shall hold themselves out to
56 be a Children’s Advocacy Center unless they are a member of the
57 Massachusetts Children’s Alliance.
58 (f) Notwithstanding any privilege created by statute or
59 common law relating to confidential communications or statute
60 prohibiting the disclosure of information, member agency repre-
-61 sentatives may share information with each other in the further-
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62 ance of the duties of the CAC. Unless authorized by the victim,
63 or where the victim is unable to legally act on their own behalf,
64 the parent or guardian of the alleged child victim, or except as
65 necessary to carry out the CAC’s purpose and duties, including
66 investigations, case review and case tracking, members of the
67 CAC may not disclose any information about individuals or cases
68 to any person who is not a member of the CAC. Unless authorized
69 by the victim or where the victim is unable to legally act on their
70 own behalf, the parent or guardian of the victim, any and all infor-
-71 mation and records acquired by the CAC, in the exercise of its
72 purpose and duties pursuant to this chapter, shall be confidential,
73 and shall not be disclosed to all third parties, except where neces-
-74 sary to carry out the CAC’s duties and purposes. Statistical compi-
-75 lations of aggregate data that do not contain any information that
76 would permit the identification of any person may be disclosed to
77 the public.
78 (g) A person acting in good faith and within the official scope
79 of their duties as a member of the CAC or staff or as a board
80 member or volunteer of a CAC and of the state organization shall
81 not be held liable for damages resulting from a recommendation
82 made or an opinion rendered. However, nothing herein shall be
83 construed to exempt a person from any liability arising from
84 actions that constitute gross negligence.
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