
SENATE No. 380
By Ms. Chandler, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 380)

of Harriette L. Chandler, Richard T. Moore, Robert O’Leary, Susan C.
Fargo and other members of the General Court for legislation to
establish a long-term care study commission. Elder Affairs.

In the Year Two Thousand and Five

An Act establishing a long-term care study commission.

1 Whereas. The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is forthwith to provide for a special
3 commission to study long-term care, therefore it is hereby
4 declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate
5 preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 177 of the acts of 2001 is hereby amended, in
2 Section 2, line item 9110-0100, by striking out all words
3 following “that said secretary shall continue to support commu-
-4 nity care ombudsman services;” and inserting in place thereof the
5 following wording:—
6 provided further, that notwithstanding the provisions of any
7 general or special law to the contrary, there is hereby established a
8 special commission to study the aging population and the future
9 of long-term care in the commonwealth; provided further, that

10 said commission shall be charged with evaluating options and
11 making policy recommendations that can be used to develop legis-
-12 lation that will address the health care, housing, and pension
13 needs of elders age 60 and older, as well as the status and needs
14 of the long-term care workforce; provided further, that said com-
-15 mission shall examine eligibility requirements for medicaid and
16 MassFlealth for long-term care, including potential savings to the
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17 commonwealth hy adjusting income requirements and asset
18 requirements and the look-back period; provided further, that said
19 commission shall also examine ways to provide incentives to
20 people to purchase long-term care insurance; provided further,
21 said commission shall consist of the following members: 7 mem-
-22 bers of the senate, 1 of whom shall be appointed by the minority
23 leader of the senate; 7 members of the house of representatives, 1
24 of whom shall be appointed by the minority leader of the house of
25 representatives; the secretary of administration and finance or his
26 designee; the secretary of health and human services or his
27 designee; the director of medicaid or her designee; the commis-
-28 sioner of health care finance and policy or his designee; the
29 director of the department of housing and community develop-
-30 ment or her designee; the secretary of elder affairs or her
31 designee; the commissioner of insurance or her designee; the
32 director of labor and workforce development or his designee; the
33 commissioner of education or his designee; the attorney general or
34 his designee; the treasurer or his designee; the director of the
35 Commonwealth Corporation or his designee; a representative of a
36 labor organization representing long-term care workers; 1 repre-
-37 sentative from each of the following organizations; the Massachu-
-38 setts Council of Home Care Aide Services, Mass Aging, Mass
39 Home Care, the Alzheimer’s Association, the Massachusetts
40 Extended Care Federation, the American Association of Retired
41 Persons, the Medicare Advocacy Project, the Home and Health
42 Care Association of Massachusetts, the Massachusetts Assisted
43 Living Facilities Association, the Mass Senior Action Council,
44 Massachusetts Association of Older Americans, the Paraprofes-
-45 sional Healthcare Institute, the Massachusetts Chapter of the
46 National Alliance of Caregivers, Health Care For All, the Massa-
-47 chusetts chapter of the National Association of Insurance and
48 Financial Agents, the Citizen's Housing and Planning Association,
49 and the Gerontology Institute at the University of Massachusetts
50 at Boston; a representative of the insurance industry who has
51 experience in the insurance markets affecting long-term care who
52 shall be appointed by the governor; and a representative of the
53 business community who shall be appointed by the governor; pro-
-54 vided further, that the members shall elect a chairperson of said
55 commission who shall be 1 of the legislative members of the com-
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56 mission; and provided further, that the commission shall release
57 its first recommendations to the house and senate committees on
58 ways and means no later than December 31,2005.
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