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In the Year Two Thousand and Five

An Act to ensure electoral access.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Legislative findings and declaration of policy.
2 The Legislature finds that, through the use of various practices
3 and procedures, citizens of language minorities have been effec-
-4 lively excluded from the rights and privileges of full participation
5 in the electoral process. The General Court declares that, in order
6 to ensure the right to vote to such language minorities, it is neces-
-7 sary to prescribe remedial devices.

2 As used in this Act, the following words and phrases shall have
3 the following meaning unless the context clearly requires other-
-4 wise:—
5 “language minority group” means any minority group whose
6 primary language spoken or written is not English.
7 “minority group” means persons who are of Asian heritage or
8 Spanish heritage or any other persons of any other ethnic group
9 and whose population within a municipality, as of the most tecent

10 census count, equals or exceeds five percent ol the total popula-
-11 tion of the municipality.
12 “voting materials” means registration or voting notices, foims,

13 instructions, assistance, or other materials or infoimation idating

14 to the electoral process, including ballots.

1 SECTION 2. Definitions
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1 SECTION 3. Bilingual Voting Materials Requirement.
2 (1) Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary,
3 or any regulation or rule to the contrary, as of January 1, 2006,
4 whenever the commonwealth or political subdivision, pursuant to
5 the provisions of this paragraph, provides voting materials,
6 including ballots, it shall provide them in the language of the
7 applicable language minority group as well as in the English lan-
-8 guage.
9 (2) For the purposes of paragraph (1), the requirement to pro-

-10 vide voting materials in the language of the applicable language
11 minority group shall apply when the population of any minority
12 group in a municipality, as determined by the most recent census
13 count, is equal to or greater than five percent of the total popula-
-14 tion of the municipality.
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