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mountains and other objects and places of special interest and
beauty and he may connect such trails or paths in order to make
them continuous so far as practicable. The commissioner on
behalf of the commonwealth may purchase such lands or ease-

ments therein as may be necessary for the aforesaid purposes.

He may post such trails or paths, erect signs thereon and con-

struct suitable rest camps or shelters at appropriate places. He
may by special permit in writing allow portions of such trails or

paths to be enclosed and used by the owner of adjoining land,

for any use not interfering with public passage on foot, during

the whole or any part of the year upon such conditions as the

conimissioner may prescribe and such permits may be revoked

at his pleasure. The commonwealth shall not be liable for injury

or damage sustained on such trails or paths.

Section 39. The mayor, selectmen or road commissioners, or

the board or officer having charge of the maintenance and care

of highway's, if so authorized by the city council or by the town,

may agree in writing, on behalf of such city or town, to con-

tribute money, labor or materials toward the laying out or con-

struction of any state trail or path which the commissioner may
lay out and construct within such city or town.

Approved April 22, 1924.

Chap.2S5 An Act permitting fire insurance companies to issue a
SINGLE policy OF INSURANCE ON WHICH THEY ARE SEVERALLY
LIABLE.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter one hundred and seventy-five of the

General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after section one

hundred and two the two following new sections :
— Section

102A. Two or more stock or two or more mutual fire companies

may issue a single policy of insurance against loss or damage by
fire, or by fire and lightning, on property or interests in the com-
monwealth on which each company shall be severally liable for

a specified percentage of any loss or claim. Such policy shall be

executed by the duly authorized officers of each company, subject

to the provisions of section thirty-three in the case of a domestic

company.
No such policy shall be issued or delivered until a copy of the

form thereof has been on file for thirty days with the commis-
sioner, unless before the expiration of said thirty days he shall

have appro"v^ed the form of the policy in writing; nor if the

commissioner notifies the company in writing within said thirty

days that in his opinion the form of the policy does not comply
with the laws of the commonwealth, specifying his reasons there-

for; provided, that such action of the commissioner shall be

subject to re\dew by the supreme judicial court; nor unless it

is headed by the corporate name of each company; nor unless

it contains in substance the provisions of the seventh and eighth

clauses of section ninety-nine and is, except as hereinafter pro-

vided, in the standard form prescribed by said section; provided,
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that said provisions and said standard form may be modified as

to form and arrangement but only in such manner as the com-
missioner may prescribe ; nor unless it contains in substance :

—
(1) A provision plainly specifying the percentage of any loss To contain

or claim for which each such company shall be liable. provisions.
^'

(2) A provision that the sworn statement required by said

standard form, the written request by the insured for a reference

under section one hundred or the notice of any claim authorized

by section one hundred and two may be rendered, made or given

to any one of such companies or, in the case of said notice, to

the agent of any one of such companies, and that such state-

ment, request or notice so rendered, made or given shall be valid

and binding as to all of such companies.

(3) A provision that, in any action or suit under the policy,

service of process may be made on any one of such companies

and that such service shall be deemed valid and binding service

upon all of such companies.

(4) A provision, in the case of a policy issued by mutual com-
panies, that the contingent mutual liability of the insured to

each such company shall be based on such proportion of the

total premium as the amount insured by each such company
bears to the total amount insured under the policy.

(5) A provision that upon cancellation by any company of

its liability under the policy the return premium, if any, to be

paid or tendered to the insured shall be based on such propor-

tion of the total premium stated in the policy as the amount
insured by the cancelling company bears to the total amount
insured under the policy.

The said provisions shall be printed in or on the policy under provisions to

the caption: — "Provisions Specially Applicable to this Comhi-
poifcy°unde°r°

nation Policy " or such other distinctive caption as the commis- caption, etc.

sioner may prescribe.

Such policies shall be subject to the first to sixth, inclusive. Policies to be

and ninth clauses, of said section ninety-nine, except as otherwise certain laws,

provided herein and except that there may be printed on or in except, etc.

said policies or on the filing back thereof such device or devices

and such distinctive title of the policy as the commissioner may
approve, together with the names, locations, dates of incorpora-

tion, plan of operation, the amounts of the paid-up capital

stock in case of stock companies, and the names of the officers

and agents of each such company.
Section 102B. The provisions of sections seventy-six, eighty, certain pro-

eighty-one, eighty-three, ninety-six, ninety-eight, one hundred, ^TppV t!f^

one hundred and one and one hundred and two shall apply to 5?'!^'^^%

policies issued under section one hundred and two A, to dividends except, etc.

and assessments and to reference proceedings and to claims

thereunder except as hereinafter provided.

The person insured under such a policy issued by mutual
^'fg''*^\°ujj(jer

companies shall be deemed to be a member of each company policies of

while the policy is in force and entitled to one vote at the meet- pa'nies.'

^°^'

ings of each company.
The notice, endorsement and statement required by said sec- Notice, en-

tions seventy-six, eighty and eighty-one, respectively, shall be
f^o"*™^"**- ®'^<'-
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in such form and in such place on the poHcy as the commissioner

may prescribe.

Dividends, The dividends under said section eighty, the contingent mutual

mutuafliabiiity liability of the insured fixed by said sections eighty-one and

fOT*^ ro^or-^
eighty-three and the liability of each company for the propor-

tionate excess, tiouatc cxccss mentioned in said section ninety-six shall be com-
puted or based on such proportion of the total premium for the

policy as the amount insured by such company bears to the

total amount insured under the policy.

The notice to policy holders required by said section eighty

shall be sent by each such company to the insured. The pro-

visions of section ninety-eight shall apply to the application, if

any, of the insured to each such company and to their by-laws.

The written request by the insured for a reference under said

section one hundred, the written notice of a claim authorized

by said section one hundred and two or the sworn statement

upon the WTitten demand by a company as provided in said

section one hundred and two may be made or given to any one

of such companies or, in the case of said notice, to the agent of

any one of such companies, and such request, notice or state-

ment so made or given shall be deemed valid and sufficient as

to all such companies. The request for a sworn statement under

said section one hundred and two may be made by any such

company, and such request shall be deemed a sufficient request

upon the insured as to all of such companies. All such com-
panies shall, upon the written request under section one hun-
dred being made to any one of such companies, join in the refer-

ence proceeding and shall jointly exercise the powers and perform

the duties imposed upon a company by said section.

Nothing in this section shall be construed as affecting, except

as provided herein, any provision of law relative to the rights,

powers, duties and liabilities of mutual fire companies and
persons insured thereby.

Section 2. Section eighteen of said chapter one hundred
and seventy-five is hereby amended by inserting after the word
"in" in the fourth line the words: — section one hundred and
two A of this chapter and in, — so that the first paragraph will

Insurance read as follows: — Section 18. Every company shall conduct

acrin'corporate its busiucss in the commonwealth in its corporate name, and all

policies and contracts, other than contracts of corporate surety-

ship, issued by it, shall, except as provided in section one hun-

dred and two A of this chapter and in section fifty-six of chapter

one hundred and fifty-two, be headed or entitled only by such

name.
Section 3. Section ninety-nine of said chapter one hundred

and seventy-five, as amended by chapter one hundred and thirty-

seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-three, is hereby

further amended by inserting after the word "except" in the

third line the words :
— as provided in section one hundred and

two A and except, — so that the first paragraph will read as fol-

lows :
— Section 99. No fire company shall issue fire insurance

policies on property or interests in the commonwealth, other

than those of the standard form herein set forth, except as
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provided in section one Inindred and two A and except as

follows :

Section 4. Section one hundred and ninety-two of said chap- g. l. 175,

ter one hundred and seventy-five is hereby amended by inserting ^
'

^'"^^ ^ '

after the word " thereunder" in the ninth line the words: — , and
riders or endorsements used under the ninth clause of section

ninety-nine in connection with policies of fire insurance issued

under section one hundred and two A, — so as to read as fol-

lows: — Section 192. All provisions of law relative to the filing Riders, en-

of policy forms with, and the approval of such forms by, the ftcTsubTect

commissioner shall also apply to all forms of riders, endorsements *9 approval

and applications designed to be attached to such policy forms sioner.

and when so attached to constitute a part of the contract;- pro- Proviso.

vided, that riders or endorsements used at the request of indi-

vidual policy holders in connection with policies of life or en-

dowment insurance relative to the distribution of benefits payable
under their policies or to the reservation of rights or benefits

thereunder, and riders or endorsements used under the ninth

clause of section ninety-nine in connection with policies of fire

insurance issued under section one hundred and two A, may be
used, so far as consistent with law, without such approval.

Section 5. Chapter two hundred and twenty-three of the g. l. 223,

General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after section after^rsa"'^

thirty-nine the following new section:— Section 39A. In an Service of

action against insurance companies severally liable upon a policy pMufancef
"'^

of insurance issued under section one hundred and two A of companies

chapter one hundred and seventy-five, service upon any one of iTablefupon

such companies shall be a vahd and sufficient service upon all
certain policies.

of such companies as are named in the writ. Such service, if on
a domestic company, shall be made in the manner provided by
this chapter and, if on a foreign company, in the manner pre-

scribed by section thirty-nine, or by the third clause of section

one hundred and fifty-one and section one hundred and fifty-

four of chapter one hundred and seventy-five.

Approved April 22, 1924.

An Act making the present employees of the electrical
(JJkji^ 286

branch of the fire department of the city of attle-
boro eligible for pensions under the provisions of
law relative to firemen in cities.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Joseph Newcomb and Charles I. Gay employees Certain em-

of the electrical branch of the fire department of the city of
Attlebor'o fire

Attleboro, shall be considered members of said fire department department

within the scope of sections eighty and eighty-one of chapter "or p^ensionsf

thirty-two of the General Laws, as amended, relative to pensions ^'°'

for firemen in cities.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its acceptance by Submission to

vote of the city council of said city, subject to the provisions of "tc'^

co"°cii,

its charter; provided, that such acceptance occurs prior to Proviso.

December thirty-first in the current year.

Approved April 23, 1924.


