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In the Year Two Thousand and Five

An Act relative to review of divorce orders.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority' of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 208 of the General Laws is hereby amended by adding
2 the following section;
3 Section 48. The chief Justice of the probate court shall appoint
4 panels of three justices of the court to review any divorce order
5 submitted for consideration after request made to the justice by
6 either party in the divorce action. A panel shall provide an open
7 meeting of said parties, with full discussion to determine the via-
-8 bility of the order in question; to consider and adjust such orders
9 it deems necessary; to provide protection of the civil rights of the

10 parties; and to correct errors of judgment that may harm the par-
-11 ties; provided, however, that the request for review is made to the
12 chief justice within 30 days of the making of such an order. In
13 order to qualify for review, either party in the divorce process may
14 request review of any such order. The panel shall consider the
15 follow'ing for each such review:
16 I. Are the orders equal and fair for both participants.
17 2. Can each survive financially with the orders.
18 3. Are the civil rights protected for each of the parties.
19 The panel shall permit the parties to state their positions with
20 respect to any such order and shall nor be required to speak
21 through their attorneys. After discussions and deliberations, if it
22 deems necessary, the panel shall issue a new order in place of that
23 which was in contest and shall set a date for its commencement.
24 The chief justice upon receiving the request shall assign three jus-
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25 tices of the current Probate Court and assign a date for hearing
26 this matter, not in excess of thirty days from the date of the
27 request.
28 The chief justice upon receiving the request shall assign a date
29 for hearing this matter, not in excess of thirty days from the date
30 of the request. In order to minimize delays, the entire membership
31 should become involved, not having the original jurist involved in
32 the order being considered. This would mean that there would not
33 be one permanent panel for all reviews. The results will be
34 returned within seven days.

36 “In consideration of the existing needs to the community, in the
37 event that some persons are in need of this relief, before the ninety
38 days from passage to the legal enactment date, these cases shall be
39 grandfathered into being allowed to be submitted and acted by the
40 court.”

35 AMENDMENT NUMBER 1
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