
SENATE 2255
[Senate, November 2, 2005 Substituted by amendment by the

Senate (Brewer) for Senate Bill, No. 1343.]

In the Year Two Thousand and Five.

An Act clarifying the definition of loaded shotgun or loaded
RIFLE.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is forthwith to clarify the definition of
3 the terms loaded shotgun and loaded rifle, therefore, it is hereby
4 declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate
5 preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 Subsection (a) of section 12D of chapter 269 of the General
2 Laws, as appearing in the 2004 Official Edition, is hereby
3 amended by striking out the first paragraph and inserting in place
4 thereof the following paragraph:—
5 Except as exempted or provided by law, no person shall carry
6 on his person on any public way a loaded rifle or shotgun having
7 cartridges or shells in either the magazine or chamber thereof.
8 For purposes of this section, ‘'loaded shotgun or loaded rifle” shall
9 mean any shotgun or rifle having ammunition in either the maga-

-10 zine or chamber thereof, such ammunition including a live car-
-11 tridge. primer (igniter), bullet or propellant powder designed for
12 use in any firearm, rifle or shotgun and. in the case of a muzzle
13 loading or black powder shotgun or rifle, containing powder in the
14 flash pan, a percussion cap and shot or ball: but the term “loaded
15 shotgun or loaded rifle” shall not include a shotgun or ride loaded
16 with a blank cartridge, which contains no projectile within such
17 blank or within the bore or chamber of such shotgun or rifle.
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