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not conforming in use or in bulk to the regulations for the dis- Permits for

trict in which it is located and so damaged to a greater extent, etc.,°in certain

the building commissioner may grant a permit for restoration <''»s®^-

and continuance of use where neither will be detrimental or

injurious to the character of the neighborhood.

Nothing in this act shall require any change in the plans, con- Existing

struction or intended use of a building for which a building p^Lits^

permit has heretofore been issued, and the construction of which

shall have been diligently prosecuted within six months of the

date of such permit, and the ground story framework of which,

including the second tier of beams, shall have been completed

within such six months, and which entire building shall be com-

pleted according to such plans as filed within two years from

the date this act takes effect. Nothing herein shall prevent the Restoration

restoration of a wall or other structural part of a building de- waiis,*etc.

dared unsafe by the building commissioner.

VALIDITY.

Section 24. The invalidity of any section or provision of this Validity.

act shall not invalidate any other section or provision hereof.

WHEN effective.

Section 25. This act shall take effect upon its passage. when

Approved June 5, 1924.

An Act providing for the laying out and construction of Chav.4:S9
A NORTHERN ROUTE TO ACCOMMODATE TRAFFIC BETWEEN BOS-

TON AND THE TERRITORY TO THE NORTH AND EAST THEREOF.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The metropolitan district commission, herein- ^letropoutan

after called the commission, is hereby authorized to lay out and ^m^^Lion
construct a convenient and adequate way for motor vehicles may lay out

and other traffic between Boston and the territory north and traffic way

east thereof along substantially the following route: Beginning Bo^sTon^and

at or near Wellington bridge in the city of Somerville, thence ***'''''f°'"y

,

proceeding over public ways and private property in said city east thereof.

to Medford street and Somerville avenue; thence along Somer- 1°^^^'
^i^t'»«>

ville avenue and Bridge street in the city of Cambridge to the

Cambridge terminus of the Charles river dam; thence southerly

along the bank of the Charles River Basin to or near the terminus

of Memorial Drive in the city of Cambridge near the Cambridge
bridge. The location along the Charles River Basin shall be

laid out to a width not exceeding seventy-five feet. The location

from Broadway to Mystic avenue in the city of Somerville shall

be o\'er that part of Middlesex Fells parkway formerly Winthrop
avenue in Somerville, widened not over twenty-five feet on the

easterly side thereof. The remainder of the proposed new way
southerly of Broadway in Somer\ille shall be laid out and con-

structed to a width of not less than one hundred nor more than

one hundred and twenty feet. The widths hereinbefore pre-
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scribed shall not apply to bridges and their approaches. The
commission may take by eminent domain under chapter seventy-

nine of the General Laws, or acquire by purchase or otherwise,

such lands or rights therein as it may deem necessary' for carry-

ing out the provisions of this act.

Section 2. The cost of laying out and constructing said

proposed new way, including any damages awarded or paid on
account of any taking of land or property therefor or for damage
to any property and any sums paid for lands or rights purchased,

and the salaries and wages of all employees of the commission,

including the interest on all money borrowed by the state treas-

urer on the credit of the commonwealth as provided in section

five and all other expenses incurred in carrying out the provisions

of this act, shall be deemed to be the cost of the work, and shall

in the first instance be paid by the commonwealth; provided,

that such cost shall not exceed in the aggregate two million four

hundred thousand dollars. Twenty-five per cent of such cost

shall be borne by the commonwealth and shall be paid in the

manner provided in section six. When the work authorized

hereunder is completed and the full cost thereof ascertained,

three fourths of such cost shall be paid by the cities and towns
determined to be specially benefited by the work authorized by
this act, in the manner provided in section three.

Section 3. The supreme judicial court, upon application of

the commission and after notice and a hearing, shall appoint

three commissioners, who shall, after due notice and hearing,

and in such manner as they deem just and equitable, determine

the proportion in which any city and town which they deem to

be specially benefited by the work performed under the pro-

visions of this act, shall pay money into the treasury of the

commonwealth, to meet three fourths of the cost of said work,

and shall return their award into said court; and when said

award shall have been accepted by said court the same shall be

a final and conclusive adjudication of all matters herein referred

to said commissioners and shall be binding on all parties. Said

court shall fix and determine the compensation of said commis-
sioners and such compensation, together with such incidental

costs of hearings, experts and printing as may be incurred by
the commissioners shall be deemed part of the cost of the work
herein authorized. The amount of mone^^ so required shall be

estimated by the state treasurer in accordance with the pro-

portions determined as aforesaid and shall be included in and
made a part of the sum charged to such city or town, and shall

be assessed and collected by the state treasurer in the apportion-

ment and assessment of the annual state tax. Such assessments

may be paid from the proceeds of taxation or of loans issued

under section seven.

Section 4. When the work herein authorized shall have been

completed the section of the location of said proposed new way
along Charles River Basin from the Charles river dam to said

Memorial Drive shall become a part of the metropolitan parks

system and shall be maintained and controlled by said commis-
sion as an addition to the Cambridge park lands conveyed to
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tlie commonwealth under authority of chapter five hundred and

nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty. All other other paus

parts of said proposed new way, including that portion of pubnc°street3

Middlesex Fells parkway in Somerville, formerly Winthrop ^''g'''*^'^?^"'

a\enue, widened as above provided, shall become public streets cities, etc.

or ways of the respective cities within which they lie and shall

be kept in good condition and repair by them. Said commission Repairs, etc.,

shall notify the mayor of any such city whenever, in its opinion, ° ^^^'

any part of said proposed way, as is to be maintained by such

city is not being maintained in proper condition, and shall specify

in said notice what repairs or improvements are necessary, and
the officers of the city in charge of streets or ways shall forth-

with make the specified repairs and improvements. If such Neglect by

officers do not make such repairs or improvements within sixty repl^r, etc

days of such notice, or w'ithin such further time as said com-
mission may allow, the commission may make the repairs or

improvements, wdiich shall be paid for out of the general revenue

of the commonwealth. The commission shall certify the amount
of such expenditures to the state treasurer, and the same shall

be assessed, collected and paid over to the state treasurer in the

same manner and at the same time as state taxes.

Section 5. The state treasurer shall, upon request of the state

commission and subject to the approval of the governor and toTsaie%tc.,

council, issue and sell at public or private sale temporary notes *®'^p"'''*/.^

of the commonwealth to an amount to be specified from time

to time by the commission, sufficient to provide means for the

payment of the cost of the work herein authorized as defined in

section two. All such temporary notes shall be issued, and may
be renewed, for such maximum term of years, as the governor

may recommend to the general court in accordance with section

three of Article LXII of the amendments to the constitution of

the commonwealth, and shall bear interest payable semi-annu-

ally at such rate as shall be fixed by the state treasurer, with

the approval of the governor and council. The total amoimt of

any notes issued hereunder shall not exceed the sum of one

million eight hundred thousand dollars, in the aggregate at any
one time outstanding.

Section 6. To meet the twenty-five per cent of the expense Annual

of said work required to be paid by the commonwealth there to meet'parT^

shall be annually appropriated from the receipts in the Motor
paid bVstate

Vehicle Fees Fund in each of the years nineteen hundred and

twenty-five and nineteen hundred and twenty-six the sum of

three hundred thousand dollars.

Section 7. To meet the payments required hereunder to be pties and

made by any city or town for the cost of the work herein pro- borrow money,

vided for, such city or town may borrow from time to time such ^*°-

sums as may be necessary not exceeding, in the aggregate, the

amount of such payments, and may issue bonds or notes there-

for, which shall bear on their face the words. City or Town of

(name of city or town). Northern Traffic Route Loan, Act of
Tr°a'^ffic^ Route

1924. Each authorized issue shall constitute a separate loan. Loan, Act of

and such loans shall be payable within ten years from their re-

spective dates. Indebtedness incurred by any city or town
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hereunder shall be in excess of the statutory limit, but shall,

except as herein provided, be subject, in the case of the city of

Boston, to the laws relative to the incurring of debt by said

city and, in the case of any other city or town, to chapter forty-

four of the General Laws. Approved June 5, 1924.

ChapA90 An Act providing for the abatement and removal of
CERTAIN BILLBOARDS, SIGNS AND OTHER DEVICES.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Chapter ninety-three of the General Laws is hereby amended
by inserting after section thirty the following new section :

—
Section SOA. Any billboard, sign or other device erected after

August twentieth, nineteen hundred and twenty, without the

authorization or permit of the division in cases where such au-

thorization or permit is required or maintained after said date

in violation of any rule or regulation of the division shall be

deemed a nuisance. Said division shall have the same power to

abate and remove any such nuisance as is given to the board of

health of a town under sections one hundred and twenty-three

to one hundred and twenty-five, inclusive, of chapter one hun-
dred and eleven, and the provisions of said sections shall, so far

as applicable, apply in the case of a nuisance as herein defined.

The remedy herein provided shall be in addition to any other

remedy provided by law. Approved June 5, 1924.
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ChapA91 An Act providing for the appointment of a metropolitan
WATER SUPPLY INVESTIGATING COMMISSION TO STUDY
FURTHER THE WATER SUPPLY NEEDS OF THE METROPOLITAN
WATER DISTRICT AND OTHER COMMUNITIES WHICH MAY RE-

QUIRE WATER FROM THE METROPOLITAN WATER SYSTEM, AND
OF THE CITY OF WORCESTER.

Emergency
preamble.

Metropolitan
Water Supply
Investigating
Commission,
appointment,
membership,
salaries, etc.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would in part de-

feat its purpose, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emer-

gency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the

public convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The governor, with the advice and consent of

the council, shall appoint three commissioners Avho shall consti-

tute the Metropolitan Water Supply Investigating Commission,

hereinafter called the commission. The governor shall designate

the chairman of the commission. One of said commissioners shall

be a citizen of Boston, one a citizen of the city of Worcester,

and one a citizen of Hampden, Franklin or Hampshire county.

The governor with the consent of the council may fill any
vacancy which may occur in the membership of the commission,

in the same manner in which the original appointment was
made. The chairman shall receive such salary at the rate of

not exceeding six thousand dollars per annum, and the other

two members shall receive such salaries at the rate of not ex-


