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The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was committed the
Senate Bill relative to disabled persons rights of passage (Senate,
No. 1858), report recommending that the same ought to pass with an
amendment, substituting a new draft with the same title (Senate,
No. 2636).

For the committee,

THERESE MURRAY,
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In the Year Two Thousand and Six.

An Act relative to disabled persons rights of passage.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, asfollows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 6 of chapter 16 IB of the General Laws, as
2 appearing in the 2004 Official Edition, is hereby amended by
3 inserting after the word “transportation”, in lines 81 and 82, the
4 following words;— and mass paratransit.

1 SECTION 2. Said section 6 of said chapter 1618, as so
2 appearing, is hereby further amended by inserting after the word
3 “needs”, in line 83, the following words:— , with specific atten-
-4 tion being given to the unique scheduling and equipment needs of
5 mobility-impaired, physically-disabled individuals.

1 SECTION 3. Section Bof said chapter 1618, as so appearing,
2 is hereby amended by inserting after paragraph (a) the following
3 paragraph:—
4 (a Vi) The authority shall collect, maintain, report on and plan
5 services in accordance with information and data gathered specific
6 to mobility-impaired, disabled individuals between the ages of 19
7 and 59, who arc not otherwise served by a council on aging or a
8 youth-related transportation service, in the communities served by
9 each authority.

1 SECTION 4. Said section 8 of said chapter 1618, as so
2 appearing, is hereby further amended by inserting after the word
3 “revenues”, in line 31, the following words:— , with specific
4 attention being given to the unique scheduling and equipment
5 needs of mobility-impaired, physically-disabled individuals who
6 arc not otherwise served by a council on aging or a youth-related
7 transportation service.
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1 SECTION 5. Paragraph (g) of said section Bof said
2 chapter 1618, as so appearing, is hereby amended by adding the
3 following 2 paragraphs:—
4 The authority shall include in its report the status of reliable,
5 accessible and affordable public transportation services for
6 mobility-impaired people with disabilities between the ages of 19
7 and 59 across its region, including: the number of persons with
8 disabilities served; the percentage of the population with mobility
9 impairments within each authority served; the number of rides

10 provided per month to persons with mobility impairments; the
11 number of mobility-impaired individuals served by an authority
12 who are not otherwise served by a council on aging or a youth-
-13 related transportation service; the number of individuals who are
14 denied service due to the unavailability of the requested service
15 and the reasons for the denial of service; the number of providers
16 of transportation for mobility-impaired individuals; the unmet
17 requests for point-to point accessible services for eligible persons
18 with disabilities; the monthly expenditures by transportation
19 providers for physically-disabled commuters, including, but not
20 limited to, cost per ride and required subsidy per passenger and
21 per mile; the type and number of wheelchair and scooter-acces-
-22 sible buses, vans and automobiles served; and the ways in which
23 persons with disabilities participate in the planning of services.
24 Annual collection and analysis of data relative to the trans-
-25 portation needs of the disabled as a class of commuters with
26 unique requirements shall be used to assist the authorities in the
27 following: the organization of existing transportation services
28 within each region; the procurement of replacement or additional
29 transportation services; fostering collaboration within and among
30 communities in order to meet the needs unique to that class of
31 commuters; fulfillment of their statutory duties; preservation of
32 the missions of the authorities; ensuring that disabled and ablc-
-33 bodied commuters are well-represented, respected, counted and
34 served; and establishing accurate financial estimates of costs and
35 revenues.

This Document Has Been Printed On 100% Recycled Paper.




