
HOUSE No. 1938
By Mr. Bassett of Lynn, petition of the Massachusetts State Labor

Council, AFL-CIO, and Timothy A. Bassett relative to filing fees with
the Board of Conciliation and Arbitration of the Department of Labor
and Industries. Commerce and Labor.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-One

An Act relative to filing fees with the board of conciliation
and arbitration of the department of labor and industries.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 6 of the General Laws, Chapter 150, as most recently
2 amended by Chapter 790 of the Acts of 1977, is hereby amended in
3 line 12 by deleting the words "one hundred dollars in any twelve
4 month period." and substitute therefor the words "fifty dollars in
5 any twelve month period irrespective ofthe number ofapplications
6 or answers filed by either party and irrespective of whether such
7 application or answer involves other parties." So said section 6
8 shall read as follows: —

9 Section 6. Application for inquiry;filingfee; notice ofhearing;
10 failure to perform promise.
11 The application shall be signed by the employer or by a majority
12 of his employees in the department of the business in which the
13 controversy exists, or by their duly authorized agent, or by both
14 parties, and if signed by an agent claiming to represent a majority
15 of the employees, the board shall satisfy itself that he is duly
16 authorized-so to do; but the names of the employees giving the
17 authority shall be kept secret. The application shall be accompa-
18 nied by a filing fee of one hundred dollars of which fifty dollars
19 shall be paid by the party seeking application and fifty dollars shall

20 be paid by the answering party and if the application is by a single
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21 party, the filing fee shall be fifty dollars and the answering party
22 shall accompany his answer with a fifty dollar filing fee; provided,
23 however, that neither the party seeking the application nor the
24 answering party shall be required to pay filing fees in excess of fifty
25 dollars in any twelve month period irrespective of the number of
26 applications or answers filed by either party and irrespective of
27 whether such application or answer involves other parties. The
28 application shall contain a concise statement of the existing con-
29 troversy and a promise to continue in business or at work without
30 any lockout or strike until the decision of the board, if made within
31 three weeks after the date of filing the application. The board shall
32 forthwith, after such filing, cause public notice to be given of the
33 time and place for a hearing on the application, unless both parties
34 join in the application and present therewith a written request that
35 no public notice be given. If such request is made, notice of the
36 hearings shall be given to the parties in such manner as the board
37 may order, and the board may give public notice thereof, notwith-
38 standing such request. If the petitioner or petitioners fail to per-
39 form the promise made in the application, the board shall proceeed
40 no further thereon without the written consent of the adverse
41 party.
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