
HOUSE No. 2216
By Mr. Galvin of Boston, petition of William F. Galvin relative to

the assessment and taxation of aircraft. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-One

An Act for the assessment and taxation of aircraft.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in GeneraI
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 The General Laws are hereby amended by inserting al ter chapter
2 63C the following chapter: —

3 CHAPTER 63D.
4 AIRCRAFT ASSESSMENT AND TAXATION OF AIRCRAFT

5 Section I. As used in this chapter, the following words shall,
6 unless the context clearly requires otherwise, have the following
7 meanings:
8 “Aircraft” means any contrivance now known or hereafter in-
9 vented, used or designed for navigation of or flight in the air.

10 For the purposes of this chapter “aircraft” does not include:
11 (a) rockets or missiles.
12 (b) “certificated aircraft” meaning aircraft operated exclusively
13 by an air carrier or foreign air carrier as defined in 49 U.S.C. s.
14 1301(3) and (19) engaged in transportation as defined in subdivi-
15 sion (10) of the same section while there is in force a certificate or
16 permit issued by the Civil Aeronautics Board or its successor.
17 (c) Aircraft weighing twelve thousand five hundred pounds or
18 less with five places or less.
19 “Air carrier” means any citizen of the United States who, under-
20 takes, whether directly or indirectly or by lease, or any other
21 arrangement to engage in air transportation.
22 “Air transportation” means interstate, overseas, or foreign air
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23 transportation of the transportation of mail by aircraft.
24 “Department” means the Massachusetts department ofrevenue.
25 “Habitually situated” means the place where the aircraft nor-
26 mally makes physical contact involving embarking or disembark-
27 ing of crew, passengers or cargo.
28 “In this state” means within the exterior limits of the Common-
29 wealth of Massachusetts, and includes all territory within these
30 limits owned by or ceded to the United States of America.
31 “Representative period” means the period designated by the
32 department to be used in determining the average activity ofan air
33 carrier within the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
34 Section 2. Except as hereinafter provided there shall be as-
35 sessed by the department in each fiscal year an ad valoremtaxation
36 of all aircraft and its equipment in this state.
37 Section 3. The following aircraft are exempt from the tax as-
38 sessed pursuant to this chapter:
39 (a) Aircraft owned by the United States, by any foreign govern-
40 ment, or by a consul or other official representative of any foreign
41 government.
42 (b) Aircraft owned by the commonwealth, or by any county,
43 city, district, political subdivision, public corporation or authority
44 of this State.
45 Section 4. The assessor of the department shall assess the air-
46 craft at its market value in accordance with standards and guides to
47 the market value of aircraft which shall be prescribed by the
48 department. In determining the market value ofaircrat the assessor
49 shall, on or before March first of each year, designate the repre-
50 sentative periods to be used by the assessor in assessing the aircraft
51 of each air carrier for the forthcoming year.
52 Section 5. Upon request of the assessor of the department the
53 owner of an aircraft habitually situated in the commonwealth shall
54 file with the assessor of the department a statement setting forth
55 the make, model and year of manufacture of the aircraft.
56 Section 6. Owners, as well as operators, of private and public
57 airports shall, on March first of each year provide the assessor of
58 the department with a statement containing a list of names and
59 addresses of the owners, and the make, model and aircraft registra-
60 tion number, of all aircraft which were using the airport as a base.
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61 The assessor of the department shall, not later than July first of
62 each year, provide the Massachusetts Aeronautics Commission a
63 statement containing a list of names, addresses of owners, make,
64 model, aircraft registration number and assessed value of all air-
65 craft which were using airports in the commonwealth as a base.
66 Section 7. On or before September 1 of each year, the depart-
67 ment shall fix the rate for aircraft, and shall levy the tax on aircraft.
68 The rate shall be equal to one percent (1%) of the market value of

I 69 the aircraft as determined pursuant to the standards and guides
70 prescribed by the department. If the department for any reason
71 fails to fix the rate or tax for aircraft, the rate of tax for aircraft
72 shall be conclusively presumed to be one percent (1%) of the
73 market value of the aircraft as determined pursuant to this chapter.
74 Section 8. The assessor, upon assessing the excise imposed by
75 this chapter, shall commit the same with the warrant for the
76 collection thereof, to the collector of taxes in the city or town where
77 the aircraft is habitually situated. The collector of taxes shall notify
78 the owner of the aircraft assessed and the due date, but failure to
79 receive notice shall not affect the validity of the tax. Said tax shall
80 be due and payable at the expiration of sixty (60) days from the
81 date upon which the notice was issued by the collector pursuant to

82 this chapter.
83 Section 9. The tax pursuant to this chapter shall be levied and
84 collected in the same manner as any real or personal property tax
85 with the same procedures for appeal therefrom.
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