
HOUSE No. 2855
By Ms. Graham of Cambridge (by request), petition of Robert W.

Christofaro for legislation to regulate the appointment of dog officers.
Counties.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-One

An Act regulating the appointment of dog officers.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in Genera!
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section one hundred and fifty-one of chapter one
2 hundred and forty, as most recently amended by chapter five
3 hundred and seventy-three of the Acts of nineteen hundred and
4 seventy-two, is further amended by striking therefrom the the first
5 four sentences of the first paragraph, and substituting therefor the
6 following:
7 “The mayor of each city and the selectmen of each town shall
8 from time to time appoint one or more dog officers, who may be
9 police officers or constables, and who, except as herein provided,

10 shall hold office for three years or until their successors are quali-
11 fied. Forthwith upon any such appointment, the mayor or select-
12 men shall submit to the county commissioners the names and
13 addresses of such officers.
14 Except as hereinafter otherwise provided, if any city or town
15 shall permit a vacancy in the office of dog officer to remain unfilled
16 for over thirty days, the county commissioners may thereafter
17 appoint an acting dog officer for such city or town who shall serve
18 until such vacancy has been filled by the mayor or selectmen.
19 Subject to the terms hereinafter set forth with respect to dog
20 officers who have held office for over three consecutive years, any
21 dog officer who fails to comply with the terms of his warrant shall
22 forthwith be removed from office by the mayor or selectmen, and
23 notice of such removal shall forthwith be given to the county
24 commissioners.”
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1 SECTION 2. Said section one hundred and fifty-one of said
2 chapter one hundred and forty is further amended by adding
3 thereto the following paragraph:
4 “Any dog officer who has held office for at least three consecu-
5 live years shall, unless notified in writing by the mayor or selectmen
6 within ninety days prior to the third anniversary of his original
7 appointment that he will not be re-appointed, be employed in such
8 office by the city or town at the discretion of its mayor or selectmen
9 for the next succeeding three year term, and unless such notice is

10 given as herein provided, shall be deemed to be so appointed.
1 1 Notwithstanding anything contained in this section to the con-
12 trary, no dog officer who has held office for over three consecutive
13 years shall be removed from office, except for inefficiency, inca-
14 pacity, conduct unbecoming a dog officer, insubordination, failure
15 to comply with the terms of his warrant, or other good cause, nor
16 unless at least thirty days, exclusive of customary vacation periods,
17 prior to the date on which such action is to be taken, he shall have
18 been notified of such intended action; nor unless, if he so requests
19 he shall have been furnished by the mayor or selectmen with a
20 written charge or charges of the cause or causes for which his
21 removal is proposed; nor unless, if he so requests, he has been given
22 a hearing before the mayor or selectmen which may be either public
23 or private at the discretion of the mayor or selectmenand at which
24 he may be represented by counsel, present evidence and call wit-
25 nesses to testify in his behalf and examine them; nor unless the
26 charge or charges shall have been substantiated. Forthwith upon
27 the removal of any dog officer, the mayor or selectmen shall give
28 notice of such removal to the county commissioners.”.


