
HOUSE 4266
By Mr. Robinson of Melrose, petition of William G. Robinson,

Mary Jeanette Murray, Charles N. Decas, Argeo P. Cellucci, Forrester
A. Clark, Jr., and Lucile P. Hicks that provision be made for emergen-
cy assistance to needy children and their families. Human Services and
Elderly Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-One

An Act providing emergency assistance to needy children and
THEIR FAMILIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 2 of chapter 18 of the General Laws, as most recently
2 amended by section 62 of chapter 393 of the acts of 1979, is hereby
3 further amended by striking out subsection (D) and inserting in
4 place thereof the following subsection:-
5 (D) The department shall administer a program of emergency
6 assistance to needy families with children, subject to and in accord-
-7 ance with the provisions of the Social Security Act of 1935, as
8 defined in 42 DSC 606(c), to provide benefits to avoid destitution
9 or to provide living arrangements in a home. The commonwealth

10 shall accept matching funds from the appropriate federal authori-
-11 ties for said program.
12 Said program of emergency assistance shall assist eligible fami-
-13 lies to prevent destitution or to provide living arrangements in the
14 home in the following situations;
15 (a) to replace basic furniture, household equipment, supplies,
16 and food lost in natural disasters, fires, and floods where the
17 disaster is not of the severity to require that the family move;
18 (b) to provide temporary shelter and assistance in relocation
19 when natural disasters, fires, or floods require that the family
20 move;
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21 (<’) to provide financial assistance to prevent the lack of housing
22 or the threatened loss of housing, as evidenced by receipt of a
23 notice to quit or a notice of intent to foreclose;
24 {d) to provide financial assistance to prevent shutoffs or to
25 provide for the resumption of utility service or to assist in moving;
26 (c) to provide emergency home heating assistance for current
27 and anticipated needs;
28 if) to repair defective homes to correct situations which threaten
29 health or safety;
30 (g) to replace or repair major appliances essential for health,
31 safety, or proper hygiene; and.
32 (h) to provide beds for young children who need them.
33 The department shall promulgate rules and regulations to estab-
-34 lish the levels of assistance available in such situations and to
35 ensure simplicity of administration in the best interests of needy
36 recipients. Such levels of assistance shall, at a minimum, provide
37 the following:
38 (a) for the prevention of the loss of housing, up to four months’
39 rental or mortgage payments and up to one month’s emergency
40 shelter;
41 (h) for the prevention of utility shutoffs or for the resumption of
42 utility services, up to six months of service payments;
43 (<•) for the provision of home heating assistance, up to six
44 months of heating fuel; and
45 (d) for the repair of defective homes, up to fifteen hundred
46 dollars.
47 To ensure simplicity ofadministration, such benefits shall not be
48 reduced in any manner because the eligible family or individual is
49 or has been a recipient of public assistance; nor shall income or
50 resources disregarded under the program of aid to families with
51 dependent children, income or resources not currently available at
52 the time of application, or monies received under any federal fuel
53 assistance program be used in determiningeligibility orthe amount
54 ol such benefits; nor shall a standard deductible amount be used to
55 reduce such benefits; nor shall the income or resources of persons
56 not legally liable for the support of the dependent children alfect
57 eligibility unless such income and resources are actually being
58 made available to such children; nor shall a lien be required as a
59 precondition to the receipt of such benefits.
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The department shall take all reasonable actions to minimize
abuse of this program. Such activities shall include;

60
61

(a) the collection and analysis of data regarding utilization pat-
terns;
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( b ) the recording and tracking of use of this program by individ-
ual recipients; and
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(c) the utilization by the department of mechanisms, such as
payment of all or part of a regular assistance grant directly to
vendors, to prevent the misuse of this program, provided, however,
that such mechanisms are authorized under federal or state law.
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