
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation 
Division of Water Supply Protection, Office of Watershed Management 

Forest Management Project Summary 
 

Project Title: 

DWSP Harvest Permit Number:  3146 
DCR Forest Cutting Plan File Number: 204-8430-17 
 
Site Information 
Watershed:  Quabbin Town(s):  New Salem  
Acres:  10 Nearest Road:  Route 202, Gate 17 
Natural Heritage Atlas overlap?:  Yes Public Drinking Water Supply Watershed?: Yes     
Forest Types: White Pine, Mixed Oak ACEC?: No 
Soils:  Gneiss and Schist derived well drained till 
Wetland Resources:  No  
Vernal Pools present or within 200 feet of harvest?:  Yes 
 
Harvest Information 
Harvest Start Date: September, 20, 2016 Harvest End Date:  December 7,2018 
Number of Wetland Crossings: None Number of Stream Crossings: None 
 
Best Management Practices Applied 
Stream Crossings  None 

Filter Strips    1 filter strip; 100 ft. wide 

Wetland Crossings None 

Harvesting in Wetlands None 

 

DWSP Forester supervising this harvest 
Name:  Derek Beard 
Forester License # 14 
Phone #:  978-544-6343 
Email:  derek.beard@state.ma.us 



NARRATIVE 

General Description/Forest Composition/History: 

This watershed forest management project covers 10 acres located about mid way down the Prescott 
peninsula.  Specifically it’s situated on the east side of Herman Powers Road between the gate 17 and 20 
roads (intersections 17-8 and 20-6).  The south boundary is Aiken Road, east along a wetland complex, 
north/northeast along a stone wall and Herman Powers Road to the west. 

 Fairly large low quality white pine sawtimber is the main forest cover.  The southern quarter is a 
mixture of average quality oak (red, black, white and scarlet) sawtimber.  A 1982 thinning triggered a 
regeneration layer of sapling/pole size black birch, white pine and red maple. 

A myriad of adjacent and nearby stone walls coupled with old wire fence along Herman Powers Road 
suggest  the area was pasture before being taken for watershed conservation in the 1920s.  

Site Selection: 

The primary goal of the watershed forest management program is to create and maintain a forest that 
provides high quality drinking water to current users and future generations.  In order to achieve this, 
DWSP has determined that the forest should contain a diversity of species in various stages of 
development (seedlings through large legacy trees).  In addition, the forest should be vigorous; actively 
growing and regenerating.  Forest in this condition is ideally suited to be resilient to and quickly recover 
from small and large scale disturbances such as disease, insect infestation, ice storms and hurricanes.  
Sufficient advanced regeneration coupled with an underrepresented young for layer merits some 
regeneration harvesting.  

Silvicultural Objectives: 

Diversification of forest structure and reducing stock of low quality timber are the primary project 
objectives.  This will be accomplished by a two pronged forest management approach.  First, a selection 
harvest consisting of two 2 acre openings situated on the west side of the project furthest from the 
wetland complex.  And second, a shelterwood harvest situated between the openings and east 
bounding wetland complex.  There are two shelterwood sections being 1.5 and 0.5 acres each.  The 
distinct difference between approaches is a shelterwood retains a significant number of overstory trees 
for seed, shade and/or protection; in this case shade for the adjacent wetland complex while a selection 
opening retains few if any overstory trees creating a highly stimulus forest regeneration scenario.  In this 
case, the mid sections of both openings have randomly spaced overstory which include vigorous, 
declining live and dead standing trees.  Partially dead and dead standing trees, known as snags, 
providing forage and cavity nesting/denning opportunity for an array of wildlife.          

Cultural Resources: 

The project area is home to several small quarries/barrow pits adjacent to the wetland complex.    

 



 

Wildlife/Rare or Endangered Species: 

The east side of the project area is bound by water resources that include a beaver pond, wetland, a 
vernal pool and an intermittent brook.  Vernal pools are important habitat for a variety of salamanders 
as well as invertebrates like the fairy shrimp.  In addition, the area overlaps with a natural heritage 
endangered species bubble.  None of the proposed work will impact these natural resources. 

FIGURES 

Figure 1.  Forest Cutting Plan 

Figure 2.  Pre-Harvest Photographs, A-B 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Figure 1: Forest Cutting Plan 

 



 

 
 



 
 
 



 





 
 

 



 
 



Figure 2: Pre-Harvest Photographs, A-B (October 2016) 
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