
SENATE No. 44.

lu the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-nine.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in General Court
assembled:

The Woman’s Christian Temperance Union of Massa-
chusetts, an organization of twelve thousand Christian
women of this State, respectfully present to the representa-
tives of the people this memorial. For four years there has
been in progress in Massachusetts a temperance movement
such as has rarely been known in this country. Its history
has never been written, and can never be. We stand, after
four years’ experience of joy and sorrow, looking back upon
results. The thousands redeemed give us cause for rejoi-
cing; but when we see, that, with all the religious and moral
effort put forth, drunkenness has been diminished but little,
we seek the main cause of this partial failure, and find it in
the laws of the State. The Commonwealth has torn down
nearly as rapidly as Christian influences have built up.
Licensed temptation has overcome the infirm resolution
of the weak; and, worst of all, a new generation of drunk-
ards has begun in its march of death through the portals
of the dram-shops of the State. The strife between the
churches and the liquor-shops for the control of the next
generation has been an unequal one, and the State has
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thrown the weight of its influence into a scale already
too heavily weighed against sobriety and morality. We
have sought in vain for some benefit conferred by the
dram-shop which gives it a claim for the protection of the
State. Its history is an unbroken record of wretchedness,
poverty, and crime. The courts and prisons are full of its
victims; but the bitterest fruits are found in the homes of
those whose degradation never brings them to the prisons or
poorhouse, in the misery of wives whose husbands are de-
based by drink, of mothers who see the precious purity of
their sons gradually eaten away, and of children who are
robbed of parental affection. No human record contains the
story of this woe. Surely a traffic which spreads such deso-
lation deserves no favor at the hands of the State. If the
temporary pecuniary gain from the license system presents
itself to you as an argument for retaining the law, we beg of
you to remember the words of Holy Writ, as applicable to
state as to individual life :

“ Treasures of wickedness profit
nothing.” You may question as to the support which would
be accorded to a prohibitory law by the people of the State.
We know of no better answer than that of his Excellency
the Governor :

“ Nor is the argument at all conclusive
to my mind that we should not retain upon our statute-
book a law that is in advance of public opinion upon this
subject. Law is in one sense a guide-board, pointing out the
course of conduct, which, if followed, will secure the greatest
degree of good and happiness and safety for all. Therefore
it must often be largely ideal in its character, and frequently
in advance of the general conduct of those subject to it, that
it may be an instructor and elevator as well as a source of
restriction and punishment.” Our plea is for the repeal that
makes it lawful and respectable to tempt men, or to gratify
vicious and degraded appetites.

Honest and righteous government cannot be effected if
the patrons of the dram-shops are in the majority. The
State cannot afford to harden the conscience of the people
bj' bringing them daily in contact with this traffic.

Our appeal to you in behalf of the Christian women of this
State is for the protection of the homes of the Common-
wealth, for the removal of temptation from the young and
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the reformed men; moreover, that the deadly enemy of the
Christian Church be compelled to carry on its war against
the protest of the State, and never again with its sanction.

For the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union.

Mbs. MARY A. LIVERMORE, President.
Mbs. L. B. BARRETT, Secretary.




