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Commontocaltl) of IHassacIjusette.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventj'-nine.

S en a te , March 17, 1879.
The Committees on Agriculture, Education, and Military 

Affairs, to whom was referred the Report of the Trustees of 
the State Agricultural College, who were also instructed to 
inquire into its expenses, and authorized, if deemed necessary, 
to yisit the College for that purpose, report that they have 
personally inspected the buildings, cabinets, live-stock, and 
other property of the College, have witnessed an exhibition 
of its military drill, have inquired into its course of study 
and instruction, have examined the detailed and minute ac
count of expenditures and income made in writing by the Col
lege Treasurer, and have considered the exhibit of its affairs 
made by the Trustees in their Annual Report.

In the judgment of your Committees, this College, in its 
several departments, has been conducted during the year past 
with economy and efficiency ; and, in thus faithfully carrying 
out the leading object prescribed in its charter, — viz., to teach 
such branches of learning as are related to agriculture, without 
excluding other scientific and classical studies, and including 
military tactics, in order to promote the liberal and practical edu
cation of the industrial classes in the several pursuits and pro
fessions of life, — it is not only in every respect worthy of the
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continued confidence, but is especially entitled to the contin
ued support, of the Legislature, because it is so peculiar and 
important a member in the series of public educational insti
tutions of the Commonwealth.

In the strictest sense a State institution, which Massachu
setts, by its acceptance of the land grant of Congress, made 
for this purpose, and on this condition, has pledged itself to 
maintain, entirely subject, by the terms of the charter, to the 
control of the Legislature, provided with land, buildings, 
apparatus, &c., costing more than two hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars, adhering to the range of studies fixed by 
law iu eighteen hundred and sixty-five, and indorsed by a 
State commission in eighteen hundred and seventy-one, this 
College combines, with its thorough scientific and literary 
course, (1) a systematic military training which the State is 
required to maintain, though entirely at the expense of 
the Federal Government, and which is doing a most useful 
work in qualifying its graduates to aid in the organization of 
troops in case of necessity; (2) an agricultural school, which 
is its chief specialty, in which the pupils are instructed in the 
theory and practice of the most progressive and scientific 
agriculture, and in which all the natural sciences are taught 
with special reference to their applications in agriculture and 
horticulture; and (3) an experimental station, where experi
ments for the advancement of science, and especially of agri
culture, are constantly carried on.

Since the College was first opened for students in eighteen 
hundred and sixty-seven, eight classes, containing one hun
dred and fifty students, have graduated after a full four-years’ 
course of study, while nearly four hundred others have en
joyed its privileges for a longer or shorter part of the course; 
and, of all its past pupils, a majority are now engaged in farm
ing, though it is to be remembered that this is not at all a 
requirement of its charter. During the last four or five 
years, the number of students has been greatly reduced; but 
that this has been entirely owing to the financial depression 
is proved by the fact, that when, as an experiment, the offer 
of free tuition was publicly made last summer, eighty-eight 
applicants, out of a much larger number who applied, were 
admitted, and are now members of the Freshman class. And,
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since the college-year began, letters have frequently been re
ceived from others, inquiring whether the same privilege will 
he offered next year.

Inasmuch, therefore, as this College has been established 
by means of funds given to the Commonwealth for this pur
pose, for the especial benefit of the industrial classes, and its 
costly property belonging to the State yields no appropriate 
return unless the institution is kept full of students, and 
there is such a demand for the kind of education which this 
Scientific and Agricultural College alone gives, your Com
mittees are of the opinion that the Legislature should make 
such additional provision for its maintenance as will enable 
it to offer free tuition to all students resident in the Com
monwealth, in accordance with the policy pursued towards 
the high and normal schools, and to a certain extent to the 
schools for the blind, deaf, and dumb, and the Worcester 
Industrial School, for which free education the State an
nually appropriates in the aggregate nearly a hundred thou
sand dollars.

If such provision be not made, it would seem inevi
table, either that the trustees, in carrying it on, should 
continue to incur annually a debt which the State must 
pay, or that the institution should be closed. Hut your 
Committees cannot for a moment suppose that the Legisla
ture would repudiate the obligations into which Massachu
setts has entered with the Federal Government with respect 
to this College, or that it could be so unwise as to render 
valueless the costly property of the College, the liberal 
grants made to it by former Legislatures and the generous 
endowments of individuals, now that it has become, accord
ing to a United-States Commissioner of Agriculture, the 
foremost and indeed the only really successful institution of 
the kind in the country, and has already accomplished so 
much, and is certain to accomplish in the future so much 
more, for the interests of agriculture and the education of 
the industrial classes in the Commonwealth.

In the judgment of your Committees, the wisest method, 
all things considered, of securing to the College the assured 
and permanent support which is absolutely essential to its 
continuance and success, is to divert from the other educa
tional uses to which the dog-fund (originally created in the
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interest of one branch of agriculture) is now applied by act 
of the Legislature a small part of said fund to this, which is 
a kindred object; and they therefore recommend the pas
sage of the Bill reported by the Committee on Agriculture.

For the Committee on Agriculture,
JAMES W. STOCKWELL.

For the Committee on Education,
EDWARD P. CROWELL.

For the Committee on Military Affairs,
EDWARD F. THAYER.
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(iommontoealtf) of iitassacliusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-nine.

A N  A C T

Concerning the Massachusetts Agricultural College.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f  Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority o f  the 
same, as follows :

1 Section 1. Ten per cent of all moneys received
2 under the provisions of chapter one hundred and
3 thirty of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
4 sixty-seven by the treasurer of any county and the
5 treasurer of any town or city in the county of Suf-
6 folk, and not expended in the payment of damages
7 done by dogs, in accordance with the provisions of
8 said chapter, shall be paid by said treasurers, on or
9 before the fifteenth day of January of each year, to

10 the treasurer of the Massachusetts Agricultural Col-
11 lege for its maintenance and support.

1 Sect. 2. One-fourth of the money so received
2 shall be invested and held as a sinking-fund for the
3 extinguishment of the debt now outstanding.
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1 Sect. 3. The Massachusetts Agricultural College
2 shall make no charge for tuition to students resident
3 in the Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 4. The trustees of the Massachusetts Agri-
2 cultural College shall not contract any debt, for any
3 purpose, in excess of the assured income of the
4 college, or for the payment of which money has not
5 been previously provided ; and shall pay annually all
6 interest on the outstanding debt.

1 Sect. 5. All acts, and parts of acts, inconsistent
2 herewith, are hereby repealed.


