
SENATE N o .  263

<£ommoniucaltl) of ittcissadjusctts.

H ouse oe R e pr e se n t a t iv es , April 16, 1879.

The Committee on the Troy ancl Greenfield Railroad and 
Iloosac Tunnel, to whom was referred the memorial of 
Edward Hamilton, setting forth, that, “ on the twenty-fifth 
day of December last, one Francis W. Bird, of the town of 
Walpole, in this Commonwealth, did publish, in the news
paper called ‘ The Boston Herald,’ a false statement, to wit, a 
statement that the people of this Commonwealth are being 
taxed to pay the current expenses of the said Troy and Green
field Railroad and Hoosac Tunnel,” and containing other mat
ters; and that, on the twenty-eighth day of December last, 
said Bird, in said “ Boston Herald,” re-affirmed said false state
ments, and alleged that the Auditor “ has officially pronounced 
said false statement to be true, and that the memorialist” 
had reason to believe that the said statements were furnished 
said Bird from the said Auditor-General’s books and office, 
and that he, the said Auditor, did write, authorize, and in
dorse said false statement; and praying an examination of 
the books and accounts of the said Auditor, and comparison 
with the accounts of the Treasurer of said railroad and tunnel, 
and with the books and accounts of the Treasurer and Re
ceiver-General, to the end that the truth may appear,—
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That, in the judgment of the Committee, the only matter of 

public interest was to discover if there were any inaccuracies 
in the books of the several public officers in their accounts 
of the receipts and expenses of the railroad and tunnel, and 
more particularly in the books or reports of the Treasurer of 
the road; and whether any change in the system of paying 
over and accounting for the moneys and disbursing the ex
penses of said railroad and tunnel was advisable.

The Auditor, the memorialist, and Mr. Bird, appeared be
fore the Committee. Mr. Bird stated that he had made no 
examination which would impeach the correctness of the 
accounts of the Treasurer of the railroad; that he had in his 
statements used the term “ current expenses ” for “ current 
expenditures,” and had included in the same matters of con
struction account.

Mr. Bird had given two tables of figures in his communi
cation, one of which indicated very large sums as current ex
penditures ; and the other comparatively small amounts, but 
still much greater than were shown as current expenses in 
the report of the Treasurer of the railroad.

The Auditor denied that he had ever confirmed or ap
proved the latter table, and stated that he had objected to 
the term “ current expenditures ” in the former one. He in
formed the Committee that he had no reason to believe that 
the accounts of the Treasurer of the railroad were inaccurate. 
No person, therefore, appearing to cast any suspicion on the 
accounts or reports of any public officer, the Committee 
deemed further investigation unnecessary.

The Committee did not investigate details: but the reason 
why the books of the departments and of the road seem 
to differ appeared to be, that, under the law of eigh
teen hundred and seventy-five, only net sums were paid 
into the treasury after disbursement of expenditures; and 
that sundry appropriations were made and expended from 
the earnings of the road, and a cash balance was carried 
for its use, which never appeared in the accounts of the State, 
because not passing through its treasury. The Committee 
have on another order reported a Bill requiring all receipts 
to be paid into the treasury, and all disbursements to be made
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therefrom ; so that hereafter the books at the office of the rail
road and tunnel and at the State House ought to correspond. 
The accounts of the past should be made to agree by the 
action of the officers themselves.

The Committee, therefore, report that no further action or 
legislation is expedient.

For the Committee,

ELISHA S. CONVERSE.

H ouse oe Re pr e se n t a t iv e s , April 17, 1879.

Accepted : Sent up for concurrence.
GEO. A- HARDEN, Clerk.
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To the Senate and House o f Representatives-in General Court assembled : —

Your memorialist respectfully represents that he was for 
three and a half years an officer of the Troy"and Greenfield 
Railroad and Hoosac Tunnel, and familiar with the accounts, 
receipts, and expenditures of said property of the Common
wealth ; and he represents, that, on the twenty-fifth day of 
December last, one Francis W. Bird, of the town of Walpole, 
in this Commonwealth, did publish, in the newspaper called 
“ The Boston Herald,” a false statement, to wit, a statement 
that the people of this Commonwealth are being taxed to pay 
the current expenses of the said Troy and Greenfield Railroad 
and Hoosac Tunnel; which statement, through the columns 
of the said newspaper, in a communication therein published 
on the twenty-seventh day of December last, your memo
rialist denied, and called public attention to the fact of the 
false statement made by the said Bird aforesaid. And your 
memorialist further represents, that, on the twenty-eighth day 
of December last, the said Bird, in the said “ Boston Herald ” 
newspaper, re-affirmed and re-published said false statement, 
and stated that his first communication, to wit, the statement 
published in the said “ Boston Herald ’ newspaper on the 
twenty-fifth day of December last, before publishing, he had 
submitted to the Auditor-General of the Commonwealth, 
the Hon. Julius L. Clarke, and that the said Auditor has 
officially pronounced said false statement to be true; and he, 
the said Bird, did in said communication utter and publish 
certain figures which he published as having been furnished 
him at the office and from the books of the said Auditor as 
true and reliable, which figures are not true statements of 
the receipts and current expenses ol the said Iroy and Green
field Railroad and Hoosac Tunnel.
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And your memorialist has reason to believe that the said 
statements were furnished said Bird from the said Auditor- 
General’s books and office, and that he, the said Auditor, did 
write, authorize, and indorse said false statement issued and 
published by the said Bird, greatly to the injury and damage 
of the Commonwealth, by misleading the people as to the 
receipts, expenses, and net receipts of the most valuable 
property of the Commonwealth; to wit, the Troy and Green
field Railroad and Hoosac Tunnel.

Therefore your memorialist respectfully petitions your 
honorable body that an examination of the books and 
accounts of the said Auditor-General be made, and that a 
comparison and verification of said books, or accounts em
bracing the receipts and the current expenses, and the net 
receipts paid to the Treasurer and Receiver-General under 
Acts of 1875, chapter 77, of said Troy and Greenfield Railroad 
and Hoosac Tunnel, be made, by comparing said Auditor’s 
accounts with the accounts of the Treasurer of said road and 
tunnel and with the books and accounts of the Treasurer and 
Receiver-General of the Commonwealth, to the end that the 
truth may appear, and the people of this Commonwealth be 
no longer misled by these false statements, by whomsoever 
made, or by whomsoever indorsed.

And the undersigned, a citizen of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, your petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever 
pray.

EDWARD HAMILTON.
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