
SENATE . . . .  No.  282.

Commomucalti) of Ittaosadjusdiis.

Se n a t e , April 25, 1879.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred 
the Bill to amend “  An A ct in relation to Registration and 
Elections in the City of Boston,” report that the Bill ought 
to pass in a new draft herewith submitted.

For the Committee,

JONA. W H ITE.
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fenmoniucaltl) of iltassadjusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-nine.

To amend “  An Act in relation to Registration and 
Elections in the City of Boston.”

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority o f the 
same, as follows:

1 S ection 1. Chapter two hundred and forty-three
2 of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy
3 eight is hereby amended as follows : —

By inserting in line five of section six of said act, after the 
word “ street-lists,” the words “ of such voting precinct;” 
and by striking out in lines five and six of said section six 
the words “  by voting precincts.”

Secondly, by striking out section eight of said act.
Thirdly, by substituting, in place of section nine of said 

act, the following: —

1 “  Sect. 9. All changes or corrections of assessed
2 names shall be made by the board of assessors, the
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3 registrars of voters, or one o f the assistant registrars,
4 on a form of certificate specially prepared for the
5 purpose; on presentation of which to the collector
6 of taxes, or one of his deputies, he shall make the
7 corresponding change or correction on the list of
8 assessed polls committed to him by the assessors of
9 taxes, and also on the tax-bill before it is receipted

10 or delivered, and shall affix thereto his official stamp ;
11 and such tax-bill so corrected, or the certificate pro-
12 vided for in section ten of said act, shall be the only
13 authority recognized by the registrars of voters in
14 adopting said changes or corrections for the purposes
15 of registration.”

Fourthly, By inserting in line one of section eleven of said 
act, after the word “  ward,” the words “ or precinct.”

Fifthly, By adding to section fifteen the following words: 
“  The collector of taxes shall assign a deputy, to be present 
at all such meetings held before the annual state election, for 
the collection of taxes. He shall also give public notice 
thereof by advertisements in at least two daily papers printed 
in Boston, one of which shall be an evening paper, and by a 
circular or card addressed to each person assessed for a poll- 
tax only, and delivered through the mail or otherwise. Said 
circulars or cards shall be delivered on or before the second 
day in September in each year. No tax-bill for poll-taxes 
only shall hereafter be distributed to or for the person 
assessed before payment thereof.”

1 Sect. 2. All requirements of law in' regard to
2 the preparation, publication, posting, or use of ward-
3 lists in the city of Boston shall be held to be com-
4 plied with by the employment, in each precinct, of
5 precinct-lists, of like description, in all respects, of
6 all the legal voters therein.
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1 S ect. 3. The provisions of chapter two hundred
2 and twenty-five of the acts of the year eighteen
3 hundred and seventy-six are, as far as they relate
4 to the city of Boston, extended to the voting pre-
5 cincts therein, in place of the wards.

1 Sect. 4. Whenever there is a vacancy in the
2 board of aldermen or common council of said city,
3 by failure to elect, removal from the city, death,
4 resignation, or otherwise, it shall be the duty of said
5 hoard of aldermen to issue their warrant in due
6 form for an election to fill such vacancy, at such time
7 and place as they may deem advisable; but, in case
8 of a vacancy in the common council, such warrant
9 shall not be issued until the board of aldermen re-

10 ceive official notice of such vacancy.
11 No election in said city shall hereafter be held for
12 any ward officer.

1 Sect. 5. It shall be the duty of the board of
2 registrars of voters of said city to prepare new and
3 correct registers o f the qualified voters in said city
4 in the manner, following : Said board of registrars
5 shall, on the twenty-first day of July o f the current
6 year, and on every successive day following until
7 the thirtieth day preceding the day of the state elec-
8 tion of said year, publish in four daily papers a
9 notice, that a new general registration will be made

10 in conformity with the provisions of this act ; which
11 notice shall contain a statement of the times and
12 places when and where meetings will be held for
13 the purposes of such registration. They shall also,
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14 on said twenty-first day of July next, cause to be
15 posted like notices in at least two conspicuous places
16 in each voting precinct in said city.
17 The assistant registrars for the current year shall
18 he appointed in the manner following : Said board
19 of registrars shall, in the month of June in said
20 year, appoint, subject to the approval of the board of
21 police commissioners of said city, two such assistant
22 registrars for each ward, one from each of the two
23 principal political parties. Said assistant registrars 
21 shall, during the month of August in said year,
25 hold in their respective wards not less than ten
26 meetings, and thereafter not less than fifteen meet-
27 ings, the last of which shall be on the fourth day
28 of October in the same year ; and no name shall be
29 registered after ten o’clock in the evening of the last-
30 mentioned day. Any vacancy in the office of afe-
31 sistant registrars caused by sickness, disability, resig-
32 nation, or otherwise, shall be filled by appointment
33 in the manner aforesaid.
31 Upon the first appointment of assistant registrars
35 under the provisions of this act, the functions and
36 duties of any assistant registrars previously appointed
37 shall be suspended until the completion of the
38 registration herein authorized, at which time the
39 term of office of any assistant registrars appointed 
10 under this act shall expire.

1 S ect. 6. Said assistant registrars shall, at such
2 meetings, receive applications for registration of
3 residents of their respective wards, shall examine 
1 under oath all applicants and witnesses appearing
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5 before them, and shall enter, or cause to be entered,
6 in separate columns of the register, the following
7 facts regarding each applicant: —
8 1. 11 is name in full.
9 2. His place of residence, specifying the street,

10 square, or alley, the number of the house, or such
11 other description as may render such residence easy
12 of identification; and, if  there be more than one
13 family occupying such house, the part of the house
14 occupied by the applicant.
15 3. The time of such residence; and, if the same
16 is not sufficiently long to qualify him to vote, the
17 other places in which he has resided during such
18 requisite period, described as provided in clause two.
19 4. The place of his birth; and, if he is a natural-
20 ized citizen, his former nationality.
21 5. His occupation.
22 6. His place of business, specifying the street,
23 square, or alley, and number.
24 7. Whether he has heretofore voted; if so, the
25 year, the town, ward, and precinct in which lie
26 last voted, and his residence at the time lie so
27 voted, described as provided in clause two.
28 8. Whether a naturalized citizen; and if so, when
29 naturalized, and in what court.
30 9. Whether he can comply with the require-
31 ments o f the constitution with regard to reading,
32 and if he has read in presence of the assistant
33 registrars.
34 10. The name of the applicant, if he is able to
35 write, written by him in the presence of the assist-
36 ant registrars.
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37 «11. The date of his application for registration,
38 and such other information to establish his identity
39 as the registrars of voters shall direct.
40 12. Whether the applicant is registered or rc-
41 jected, unless the assistant registrars disagree; in
42 which event a minute shall be made of such dis-
43 agreement, and of the reason therefor ; and the case
44 shall be referred to and decided hv the board of
45 registrars of voters.

1 Sect. 7. The hoard of registrars of voters shall
2 revise the register so made, correct any clerical errors
3 therein, and the same, when so revised and corrected,
4 shall be held to be the only legal register of voters
5 for said city; and no name of any voter shall be
6 added thereto until after said state election for the
7 current year. Subsequent to said state election,
8 names may be added thereto by the assistant regis-
9 trars then in office, upon the application of any

10 person desiring to have his name so added, and sub-
11 ject to the provisions of section six as to the statc-
12 ment of facts required and the examination of such
13 applicant.

1 Sect. 8. A ll  meetings for the purposes of regis-
2 tration under this act shall be in public, subject to
3 such reasonable regulations for the preservation of
4 order as the board of registrars shall prescribe.
5 The lists of registered voters, and the records of the 
(! board of registrars of voters and of the assistant
7 registrars, shall be open to public inspection, so far
8 as may be consistent with the performance of the
9 duties of said officers.
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1 Sect. 9. The board of registrars of voters may
2 at any time apply in writing to the board of police
3 commissioners of said city for such information in
4 regard to persons who are registered as voters, or
5 who have applied for registration, as may serve to
6 verify or correct the voting list ; and, upon such
7 application, it shall be the duty of said police com-
8 missioners to procure the information desired, and
9 furnish it without delay, in writing, to the said regis- 

10 trars.

1 Sect. 10. Twenty days at least prior to the day
2 of the state election of the current year, the board
3 of registrars of voters shall expose in their office
4 for inspection, and shall cause to be posted in at
5 least two conspicuous places in each voting precinct,
6 the assessors’ lists, prepared under the provisions of
7 chapter two hundred and forty-three of the laws of
8 the year eighteen hundred and seventy-eight, as cor-
9 rected by said board of registrars, on which shall

10 be designated the persons who have registered ; and
11 no names shall be added thereafter, unless the
12 qualifications of the said person as a voter shall have
13 been determined under the provisions of this act
14 previous to the close of registration.

1 S ect. 11. The expenses necessary for carrying
2 out the provisions of this act shall be paid by the
3 city of Boston ; and the compensation of the mcm-
4 hers of the board of registrars of voters and of the 
.7 assistant registrars shall not be less than that cstab- 
G lislicd at the date of the passage of this act ; or, if
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7 no compensation has been established in the year
8 eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, it shall not be
9 less than the compensation established in the year 

10 eighteen hundred and seventy-eight.

1 Sect. 12. Sections twenty-one, twenty-two,
2 twenty-three, and twenty-five of chapter four hun-
3 dred and forty-eight of the acts of the year eighteen
4 hundred and fifty-four, and all acts, and parts of acts,
5 inconsistent with this act, are hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 13. This act shall take eifect upon its pas-
2 sage.




