
HOUSE No. 799
Bill accompanying the petition of W. K. Hutchinson and others

for legislation relative to the marking of receptacles and packages
containing articles of food.- Mercantile Affairs. January 25.

AN ACT
Relative to the Marking of Articles of Food sold in Sealed

Receptacles or Original Closed Packages.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section- 1. Any article of food sold, or intended
receptacle, container or other
.hall have the net quantity or

2 to be sold in a sealed
3 original closed package
4 net weight of the food contained plainly marked,

d on the outside of the recep-
ginal closed package in terms

5 branded or otherwise affixc
6 tacle, container or other or
7 of weight or measure.

1 Section 2. A reasonable variation from the stated
2 weight for individual food packages is permissible, pro-
-3 vided this variation is as often above as below the weight

C6e CommontucaltJ) of egassacljusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ten.
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MARKING OF ARTICLES OF FOOD. [Jan. 1910

or volume stated. This variation shall be determined hy
the commissioner of weights and measures from the
changes in the humidity of the atmosphere, from the
exposure of the package to evaporation or to absorption
of water, and the reasonable variations which attend the
filling and weighing or measuring of a package.

Section 3. Milk and spirituous liquors shall not be
deemed food within the meaning of this act.

Section 4. Whoever sells or offers for sale or has on
hand for sale food as above defined in a sealed receptacle,
container or other original closed package, which is not
marked in accordance with the provisions of this act shall
for the first offence be punished by a fine of not more
than fifty dollars, for a second offence by a fine of not

more than two hundred dollars, and for a subsequent
offence by a fine of fifty dollars and hy imprisonment
for not less than thirty nor more than ninety days.

Section 5. The commissioner of weights and meas-
ures shall be charged with the enforcement of this act.

Section 6. This act shall take effect upon the first
day of January in the year nineteen hundred and eleven.


