
HOUSE No. 829
Bill accompanying the petition of George C. Webster and others

for legislation to authorize boards of health of cities and towns to
disinfect or fumigate any premises exposed to infection or contagion.
Public Health. January 25.

AN ACT
Relative to the Disinfection of Premises by Boards of Health.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section forty-nine of chapter seventy-five of the Revised
2 Laws, as amended by chapter two hundred and fifty-one of

the acts of the vear nineteen hundred and five and further
1 amended by chapter fou

5 acts of the vear nineteen
■ hundred and eighty of the
hundred and seven, is hereby
end thereof the following:6 amended by adding at the

But the board of health of a city or town may, in its dis-
ate all such premises as in theretion, disinfect or fund

9 opinion of the board have bee
10 or contagious disease, at the
11 and may employ any proper £

a exposed to any infectious
xpense of the city or town,

and competent person

Commontoealtt) of egassacfnisetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ten.
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12 poration for the purpose of such disinfecting or furaigat-
-13 ing, —• so as to read as follows; Section 49. A house-
-14 holder who knows that a person in his family or house is
15 sick of smallpox, diphtheria, scarlet fever or any other
16 infectious or contagious disease declared by the state hoard
17 of health to he dangerous to the public health, shall forth-
-18 with give notice thereof to the board of health of the city
19 or town in which he dwells. Upon the death, recovery or
20 removal of such person, the householder shall disinfect to
21 the satisfaction of the hoard such rooms of his house and
22 articles therein as, in the opinion of the board, have been
23 exposed to infection or contagion. Should one or both
24 eyes of an infant become inflamed, swollen and red, and
25 show an unnatural discharge at any time within two
26 weeks after its birth, it shall be the duty of the nurse,
27 relative or other attendant having charge of such infant
28 to report in writing within six hours thereafter, to the
29 board of health of the city or town in which the parents of
30 the infant reside, the fact that such inflammation, swelling-
-31 and redness of the eyes and unnatural discharge exist. On
32 receipt of such report, or of notice of the same symptoms
33 given by a physician as provided by the following section,
34 the board of health shall take such immediate action as it
35 may deem necessary in order that blindness may be pre-
-36 vented. Whoever violates the provisions of this section
37 shall be punished by a fine of not more than one hundred
38 dollars. But the board of health of a.city or town may,
39 in its discretion, disinfect or fumigate all such premises
40 as in the opinion of the board have been exposed to any
41 infectious or contagious disease, at the expense of the city
42 or town, and may employ any proper and competent per-
-43 son or corporation for the purpose of such disinfecting or
44 fumigating.


