
HOUSE . . . . No. 1214
Bill accompanying the petition of Charles A. Potter and others

for legislation to authorize a special committee of the town of
Framingham to summon and examine witnesses under oath. Towns.
February 4.

AN ACT
To authorize the Committee of General Enquiry of the Town

of Framingham to summon and examine Witnesses under
Oath.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section' 1. The committee of general enquiry of the
2 town of Framingham, duly appointed by said town under
3 an article in the warrant for the annual town meeting held
4 on March tenth, nineteen hundred and nine, and hy ad-
-5 journment on March sixteenth, nineteen hundred and
6 nine, “ to enquire into the receipts and expenditures of all
7 public moneys and the systems of conducting public busi-
-8 ness by town officials, elective and appointive, from
9 January first, nineteen hundred, to March first, nineteen

10 hundred and nine, or as far hack as the committee in the
11 proper discharge of their duties may deem it necessary to
12 go,” is hereby given authority to prosecute the said
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13 investigation, to enquire into the management of the husi
14 ness of said town, and to inform itself as to the manneiinform itself as to the manner

ame is or has heen conducted.15 and methods in which th
.uch enquiry, have the power

L testimony of witnesses, and
16 It shall, for the purposes of
17 to require the attendance an
18 the production of all hook papers, contracts and docu-
19 ments relating to any matter within the scope of the said
20 investigation and within the scope of such further enquiry
21 and investigation as the town may by any future vote

iirect said committee to conduct, or which may he
23 material in the performance of its duties. Witnesses
24 shall he summoned in the same manner and shall be paid
25 the same fees as witnesses before the district court held in
26 said town, and they may he represented by counsel, who
27 may cross-examine the witness for whom he appears.
28 The said committee of general enquiry may administer
29 oaths to or take the affirmation of witnesses who appear
30 before the committee. The committee may prescribe
31 reasonable rules and regulations for the conduct of hear-
-32 ings and the giving of testimony.

1 Section 2. If any person so summoned and paid shall
2 refuse to attend, or to he sworn, or to affirm, or to answer
3 any question, or to produce any hook, contract, document
4 or paper pertinent to the matter of enquiry in considera-
5 tion before the committee, a justice of the supreme
6 judicial court or of the superior court, in his discretion,
7 upon application by the committee or any member
8 thereof authorized thereto by vote of the committee, may
9 issue an order requiring such person to appear before the

10 committee and to produce books, contracts, documents and
11 papers and to give evidence touching the matter in ques-
-12 tion. Failure to obey such order of the court may be
13 punished by 7 the court as a contempt thereof.
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1 Section 3. Any person so summoned and paid who
2 shall refuse to attend, or to be sworn, or to affirm, or to
3 answer any question or to produce any book, contract,
4 document or paper pertinent to the matter in considera-
5 tion by the committee and any person who wilfully inter-
-6 rupts or disturbs any hearing of the committee, or who is

7 disorderly thereat, shall be punished by a fine not exceed-
-8 ing fifty dollars or by imprisonment for not more than
9 thirty days, or by both such fine and imprisonment.

1 Section 4. Any person who wilfully swears or affirms
2 falsely before the committee upon any point material to
3 the matter of enquiry shall be guilty of perjury, and shall
4 be subject to the provisions of chapter two hundred and
5 ten of the Revised Laws and amendments thereof.

1 Section 5. Upon application by the committee to any
2 justice of the supreme judicial court, or of the superior

3 court, the justice may issue a commission to one or more
4 competent persons in another state for the examination
5 of a person without this commonwealth relative to any
6 matter within the scope of the said investigation. The
7 testimony of such person may be taken by open commis-
-8 sion or otherwise under the procedure, so far as the same
9 may be applicable, provided by section forty-three of

10 chapter one hundred and seventy-five of the Revised Laws,
11 and the said justice may issue letters rogatory in support
12 of said commission.

1 Section 6. Nothing: in this act shall be construed tc
2 compel any person to give
3 any evidence, documentary
4 to incriminate him.

any testimony or to produce
or otherwise, which may tenc

1 Section 7. This act shall take effect upon its passag




