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House of Representatives, Mar. 15, 1910.

The committee on Education, to whom were referred the
petition (with accompanying bill, House, Ho. 566) of E.
T. Hartman for legislation to provide for the equipment and
supervision of playgrounds, and the petition (with accom-
panying bill, House, Ho. 733) of Joseph Lee for legislation
relative to the powers of cities and towns concerning play-
grounds and physical education, report the accompanying
bill.

For the committee,

JAMES H. MELLEH.

Cljc Commontoealth of Massachusetts.
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AN ACT
Relative to the Powers of Cities and Towns in respect

to Playgrounds and Physical Education.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

as folloivs:
1 Section 1. Section nineteen of chapter twenty-
-2 eight of the Revised Laws is hereby amended by
3 striking out the first sentence thereof and insert-
-4 ing in place thereof the following: Section 19.
5 Any city or town may take land within the munic-
-6 ipal limits, in fee or otherwise, hy gift, purchase,
7 or by the right of eminent domain, or lease the
8 same, and prepare, equip and maintain it as a pub-
-9 lie playground; and may conduct and promote

10 thereon play, sport and physical education; and for
11 such purpose may appropriate money and may em-
-12 ploy such teachers, supervisors and other officials
13 as it deems best, and may determine their compen-
-14 sation. Except in the city of Boston and except
15 as to making appropriations, the above powers shall
16 be exercised by the board of park commissioners,
17 by the school committee, or by a playground com-
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18 mission appointed by the mayor or the selectmen,
19 or may be divided between the hoard of park com-
-20 missioners, the school committee and such play-
-21 ground commission or any of them according as
22 the city council or the town may decide. In the
23 event of the city council or the town making no
24 decision in the matter within one year from the
25 time of the passage of this act, then until such
26 decision shall be made, such powers, so far as they
27 relate to the taking and preparation and care of
28 land, shall be exercised by the board of park com-
-29 missioners, if such exists; and the rest of such
30 powers, and if there is no board of park commis-
11 sioners then all of such powers, shall be exercised
12 by the school committee.

1 Section 2. For the snperision of play and games
2 on land under their control, for the equipment
3 thereof, and for the exercise of any powers con-
-4 ferred upon them under this act, school committees
5 and boards of park commissioners may expend
6 money as it is now expended in their several de-
-7 partments, either from their general appropria-
-8 tion of from any special appropriation for such
9 purpose.

1 Section 3. This act shall not be construed to
ohibit the use of any playgrounds by adults at

3 the discretion of the body having the grounds in
i irgc
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4. This act shall tal




