
HOUSE No. 1469

House of Representatives, Mar. 23, 1910.

The committee on Fisheries and Game, to whom was re-
ferred the petition (with accompanying hill, House, Ho.
394) of William H. Gifford for legislation relative to the
close season for certain game birds, report the accompanying
bill.

For the committee,

WILLIAM LI. GIFFORD.

Clje CommontocaltJ) of Massachusetts.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ten.

AN ACT
Relative to the Close Season for Black Duck and Other

Game Birds.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section one of chapter four hundred and twenty-
-2 one of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
3 nine is hereby amended by striking out the word
4 “ brant ”, in line three, and inserting after the
5 word “ teal ”, in line four: excepting black duck
6 (Anas rubripes), red head (Marila Americana),
7 and blue bill (Marila marila), and inserting after
8 the word “ following ”, in line five: and it shall
9 be unlawful to take, hunt or kill the above named

10 black duck, red head and blue bill between December
11 thirty-first and October fifteenth in each year, —so

12 that the section will read as follows: Section 1.
13 It shall be unlawful to kill a swan at any time or to
14 pursue, hunt, take or kill any other of the Anatidae,
15 commonly known as wild geese, ducks and teal ex-

-16 cepting black duck (Anas rubripes), red head
17 (Marila Americana), and blue bill (Marila marila),
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18 between the thirty-first day of December and the
19 fifteenth day of September following, and it shall
20 be unlawful to take, hunt or kill the above-named
21 black duck, red head and blue bill between December
22 thirty-first and October fifteenth in each year, or to
23 buy, sell, offer for sale, or have in possession any
24 swan or any other of the Anatidae, or any part of
25 any one of said birds during the time when the tak-
-26 ing or killing of them is prohibited by law, whenever
27 or wherever said birds may be taken or killed;
28 provided, however, that any person, firm or corpo-
-29 ration holding a written permit from the commis-

10 sioners on fisheries and game may buy, sell, or have
31 in possession any species of the Anatidae for pur-
-32 poses of propagation only; and provided, further,
33 that nothing in this act shall prevent the taking
34 or possession of any of said birds by incorporated
35 natural history associations and museums, or
36 holders of certificates legally authorizing the collec-
-37 tion of specimens for scientific purposes, or con-
-38 tinued possession of such birds or parts thereof for
39 scientific purposes by such museums, associations
40 or holders of such certificates, and provided, fur-
-41 idler, that a person, firm or corporation dealing in
42 game or engaged in the cold storage business may
43 have in possession for storage any species of duck
44 or goose, between the first day of January and the
45 fifteenth day of September following, if such birds
46 were not taken or killed in this commonwealth con-
-47 trary to the provisions of this act, or were not
48 taken, killed, or transported contrary to the law
49 of the state or country in which such birds were
50 taken or killed, and provided, also, that such per-
-51 sons, firms or corporations shall have notified in
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writing the commissioners on fisheries and game
on or before January first of the species, number

).

).

of each species, and place of storage of such birds,14
>.)

)(>

u

and that such birds are in places and packages
convenient for sealing. The commissioners or their
deputies shall then place a seal upon all receptacles
and packages containing any species of wild duck
or goose. The said seal shall not be removed by
any person other than the commissioners on fish-
eries and game or their deputies, under a penalty
of twenty dollars for each bird, and shall be re-
moved by the said commissioners or their deputies
upon the fifteenth day of September of each year.
The packages or contents thereof so sealed shall not
he removed from the storage warehouse until the
seal has been removed as above provided, under a
penalty of twenty dollars for each bird.

39

GO

61
(

6.

(54

65

66

67
68


