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Summary of Findings and Recommendations contained

in the Report of the Massachusetts Commission on
the Cost of Living.
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tributed to the influence of trade unions. Concerning the
deeper question of the general influence of reduction of hours,
increase of wages and trade union policies upon expense of
production, prices, and cost of living, the commission ex-
presses no opinion, on account of the impossibility of deter-
mining the exact facts required for an impartial answer to
this question within the time allowed for its investigation.

Summary of Recommendations.
The Commission submits for the consideration of the

General Court the following suggestions concerning remedieso oo o

for some of the influences that have contributed to the advance
of the cost of living:

1. The creation of a commission of commerce, before which
citizens may lay complaints of injustice in the distribution of
staple articles of consumption through combination in re-
straint of trade.

2. The creation of a commission on market improvements
in which the city government of Boston, the commercial
boards and the marketmen of the city and the Commonwealth
shall be jointly represented, the subject of municipal slaughter
houses to be included within the scope of its inquiry.

3. The transformation of the Cattle Bureau into a Bureau
of Animal Industry, with powers adequate for the purpose of
protecting effectively the health of the people, and of encour-
aging the home supply of meat products.

4. The extension of the services of the state free employ-
ment office of the Bureau of Statistics, to provide for the bet-
ter distribution of immigrants throughout the Commonwealth,
especially in the farming regions.

5. The enactment of a law requiring that packages con-
taining food products shall bear a label stating distinctly the
amount of the net contents in units of weight, measure or
numerical count.

6. The enactment of a law empowering and requiring local
boards of health to make regular inspection of cold storage
plants within their jurisdiction.

VIII.
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