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House of Representatives, June 3, 1910.

The joint committee on Ways and Means, to whom wg

with accompanying bill, House, X
)) of Andrew Booth and others for legislation to provid

the auditing of accounts of municipal officers, and th
residue of the annual summary of the work of the Bure

Statistics and recommendations of the director (House
X 101), report the accompanying bill.

For the ittee

HEXRY BOND,

Cte CommonUicaltJ of egassadjusctts.



[JuneTOWN ACCOUNTANTS.

Cl)c CommonUiealt!) of Massachusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ten.

AN ACT
To authorize the Appointment of Town Accountants

and prescribing their Duties.

1 Section t. Any town, at a town meeting law-
-2 fully called for the purpose, may authorize the
3 board of selectmen to appoint a town accountant
4 and he shall perform all of the duties and possess
5 all of the powers of town auditors as defined in
6 sections seventy-nine and eighty of chapter twenty-
-7 five of the Revised Laws and chapter three hun-
-8 dred and twenty-two of the acts of the year nine-
-9 teen hundred and four. In towns authorizing the

10 appointment of a town accountant as aforesaid
11 the office of town auditor may, if the town so vote,
12 be abolished. The appointment of the town ac-
-13 countant shall be subject to chapter nineteen of
14 the Revised Laws and the rules thereunder, pro-
-15 vided said chapter has been accepted by said town.
1G The town accountant shall be sworn to the faithful
17 performance of his duties, shall hold no other town
18 office involving the receipt or disbursement of
19 monev, shall receive such salary as the town shall

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:
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20 vote and shall hold office for three years and until
21 his successor has been appointed and has qualified.

1 Section 2. The selectmen and all boards, com
2 mittees, heads of departments and officials author-

ized to expend money shall approve and transmit
4 to the town accountant as often as once each month
5 all bills, drafts and orders chargeable to the re-
-6 spective appropriations of which they have the
7 expenditure. The town accountant shall examine
8 all such bills, drafts or orders, and if found correct
9 and approved as provided for above shall draw a

10 warrant upon the treasurer for the payment of the
11 same; but such warrant shall only be valid when
12 signed by the official or a majority of the board
13 or committee authorized to make the expenditure
14 The treasurer shall pay no money from the treas-
-15 ury except upon a warrant so signed.

1 Section 3. The town accountant shall keep a
2 complete set of hooks wherein shall he entered the

amount of each specific appropriation, the amounts
4 and purposes of expenditures made therefrom, the
5 receipts from each source of income, the amount of
6 each assessment levied, and the abatements made;
7 and he shall keep his accounts, so far as practicable,
8 in conformity with the classifications and forms
9 prescribed by the bureau of statistics of the com

10 monwealth in accordance with the provisions of
11 chapter three hundred and seventy-one of the acts
12 of nineteen hundred and nine. The town account-

-13 ant shall have custody of all contracts of the town.
14 shall keep a register of the sureties on all bonds
15 of indemnity given to the town, shall keep a de
16 tailed record of the town debt which shall show the
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17 purpose for which the same was issued, when
18 issued, when due, the rate of interest and the pro-
-19 visions made for the payment of the debt.

1 Section 4. Whenever any appropriation shall
2 have been expended or whenever, in the judgment
3 of the town accountant, it appears that the liabili-
-4 ties incurred against any appropriation may be in
5 excess of the unexpended balance of said appro-
-6 priation, he shall immediately give notice to the
7 board of selectmen and to the board, committee,
8 head of department, or official authorized to make
9 expenditures from said appropriation, and no

10 claim against such appropriation shall be allowed
11 nor any further liability be incurred until the town
12 makes provision for the payment of the same. The
13 town accountant shall, at regular intervals and as
14 often at least as once each month, send to the se-
-15 lectmen and to each board, committee, head of
16 department or official having the disbursement of
17 an appropriation, a statement of the amount of
18 orders approved and warrants drawn on behalf of
19 said board, department or official during the pre-
-20 ceding month, and a statement of the balance of
21 such appropriation remaining subject to draft.
22 Each head of a department, board or committee
23 authorized to expend money shall furnish the town
24 accountant, at the close of the fiscal year, a list of
25 all hills remaining unpaid, showing to whom the
26 same are due, for what due, and the amounts; and
27 the town accountant shall incorporate the same in
28 his annual report covering the financial transac-
-29 tions of the town, as provided by section seven ol
30 this act.
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1 Section 5. The selectmen and all boards, com-
-2 mittees, heads of departments or other town offi-
3 cials authorized by law to expend money shall
4 furnish to the town accountant, not less than ten
5 days before the end of
6 tailed estimates of the

the town financial year, de-
amounts necessary for the
the department under their
uing year, with explanatory
changes from the amounts

I proper maintenance of
8 jurisdiction for the ens
9 statements as to any

10 appropriated for the s ame purposes in the preced
11 ing year; and an estimate of amounts necessary for
12 outlays or permanent improvements. They shall
13 also prepare estimates of any income likely to be
14 received by the town during the ensuing year in
15 connection with the town’s business or property
16 entrusted to their care. The selectmen shall in-
-17 elude in their estimates the salaries and expenses
18 connected with their own office, and the salaries of
19 all other town officers shall he included in the esti-
-20 mates for the office, department or branch of the
21 public service committed to their charge. The
22 treasurer shall, in addition to his estimate of the
23 amount required for the maintenance of his own
24 office, prepare a separate statement indicating the
25 amounts required for the payment of interest on
26 the town debt and for the payment of such portions
27 of the town debt as may become due during the
28 succeeding year.

1 Section 6. The town accountant shall immedi-
-2 ately upon the close of the fiscal year compile state-
-3 ments in tabulated form so as to show the amounts
4 appropriated and the amounts expended from each
5 appropriation during the preceding year, and the
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6 estimates for the current year, and shall forthwith
7 furnish a copy of the same to the selectmen, who
8 shall, after due consideration, designate the
9 amounts which in their opinion should be appro-

-10 printed for the ensuing year, and shall accompany
11 the same with such explanations and suggestions
12 in relation to proposed appropriations as they may
13 deem desirable for the proper information of the
14 citizens. The selectmen shall cause this document
15 to be printed and to be distributed in advance of
16 or at the annual town meeting, and the town clerk
17 shall transmit a copy of the same and of all town
18 reports to the director of the bureau of statistics.

1 Section 7. The town accountant shall make an

2 annual report, which shall be published as a town
3 document, giving a statement of all receipts and
4 expenditures of the town for the past financial
5 year, including those of funds managed by trustees
6 or commissioners for the town and showing also
7 the amount of each specific appropriation, the ex-

-8 penditures therefrom, and the purpose for which
9 money has been spent; and said statement shall he
10 arranged in accordance with the classifications
11 prescribed by the bureau of statistics. His report
12 shall also contain a statement of any change in the
13 amount of the town debt during the year, together
14 with a list of all indebtedness incurred and not

15 paid up to the end of the fiscal year.

1 Section 8. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent
2 herewith are hereby repealed.

1 Section 9. This act shall take effect upon its

2 passage.


