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Dear District Leaders, Educators, and Community Stakeholders: 

We remain on schedule for this spring’s initial administration of the next-generation English 
language arts and mathematics MCAS tests in grades 3–8. The latest updates are below. 
Please share this email with your professional network. 
 

Proposed changes to ELA and math standards available for public 
comment 

 
█ Late last month, the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education voted to release for 

public comment new drafts of the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks for English 
Language Arts and Literacy (ELA/Literacy) and Mathematics. Comments may be made from 
December 1, 2016 through February 17, 2017 through an online survey. Educators 
interested in learning more about the proposed changes to the frameworks are encouraged 
to check out the ELA/Literacy and Mathematics standards review page on ESE’s website or 
sign up for one of ESE's Office Hours sessions scheduled throughout the comment period.  

 
 The history/social science public comment survey remains open 
  

█ As Massachusetts embarks on the revision of the 2003 History and Social Science 
Curriculum Framework, ESE encourages educators and others to offer comments on and 
suggested revisions to the current framework via a survey. The survey will take 
approximately 10–20 minutes to complete and will remain open until February 6, 2017. 

 
 Department seeks feedback on recommended achievement levels and 

performance descriptions for next-generation MCAS 
  

█ The Standard Setting Policy Committee, convened by ESE in September, has recommended 
four new achievement levels for the next-generation MCAS tests: Exceeding Expectations, 
Meeting Expectations, Partially Meeting Expectations, and Not Yet Meeting Expectations. 
The full text of the recommended achievement levels and performance descriptions can be 
viewed online. The Department is seeking public feedback on the committee’s 
recommendations until January 27, 2017   

 
 Commissioner to present high school testing proposal to K–12 and higher 

education boards  
  

█ In December and January, Commissioner Chester will present six policy recommendations 
for high school testing to the boards of elementary and secondary education and higher 
education. The recommendations were created with input from the High School Testing 
workgroup and the public.  
 

█ In addition to keeping the current MCAS as the graduation requirement through the class of 
2020, which was approved by the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education in October, 
the recommendations include:  

o keeping the high school Competency Determination (CD) for ELA and Mathematics 
at grade 10 for the near future;  

o adding a History and Social Science test to the CD;  
o eliminating the high school Chemistry and Technology/Engineering tests due to low 
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participation and high development costs; and 
o and adding an Introductory Physics re-testing opportunity in February.  

 
█ The commissioner will also recommend convening a stakeholder workgroup to identify and 

recommend options for a grade 11/grade 12 assessment program to gauge students’ 
readiness for success after high school.  

 
 PARCC releases spring administration test questions 
  

█ The PARCC consortium has released test items from the 2015–16 ELA and Mathematics 
assessments for grades 3–8. The release represents approximately one full test per grade 
level. It is designed to help students, teachers, and parents better understand which 
competencies were measured, and uses student work samples to show what kinds of 
answers earned various scores. 
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School administrators may also find the Student Assessment Update to be useful. 
It is sent to principals, test coordinators, special education directors, and ELL directors.  

 
Subscriber Information: To subscribe to this update, please send an email to 

imailsrv@list1.doe.mass.edu with the following information in the body of the email: subscribe Next-
GenMCASUpdates Your Name. (Example: subscribe Next-GenMCASUpdates John Smith) To 

unsubscribe, send an email to the same address with the following information in the body: unsubscribe 
Next-GenMCASUpdates Your Name. (Example: unsubscribe Next-GenMCASUpdates John Smith) 
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