
 

 

E-Update – April 2017 

Next-Gen 

MCAS 
& Learning 
Standards 
Review 
 Late last month at Nipmuc Regional High School in Upton, Commissioner Chester discussed the 

successes and challenges of the state's K–12 school system and how the state and districts work together 
to support teaching and learning. 

Dear District Leaders, Educators, and Community Stakeholders: 

Below is the latest news on the development and administration of the next-generation MCAS. 
Please share this update with your networks.  
 
Also, we'd like to share some exciting news: Massachusetts teacher Sydney Chaffee of Codman 
Academy Charter Public School has been named the 2017 National Teacher of the Year, the 
first time a Massachusetts teacher has been selected in the award's 65-year history! 
 

Next-generation MCAS testing off to a good start 

  
█ Next-generation MCAS testing began this month for English language arts and Mathematics 

for students in grades 3–8. The legacy MCAS is also being administered in Science and 
Technology/Engineering. To date, approximately 230,000 students have taken a computer-
based test. To date there have been no widespread or systemic technology issues with the 
computer-based testing system, and where local technology issues have arisen, they have 
generally been resolved quickly by district, ESE, and Measured Progress staff. The testing 
window for grades 3–8 continues into May. 

 

 
Abington High School teacher reflects on the importance of testing 

  
█ Abington High School Advanced Placement literature teacher Dr. Liz Gonsalves talks about 

how she uses the Massachusetts learning standards and MCAS assessments as levers for 

educational equity for all students. > Watch the video 

 

 
Rhode Island in talks to adopt next-generation MCAS 

  
█ The Rhode Island Department of Education, which also participated in PARCC, is in talks 

with ESE to use the next-generation MCAS for its students in grades 3–8 starting in spring 
2018. "The fact that Rhode Island is interested in using our assessment is a strong 
endorsement of all the work that Massachusetts educators and the Massachusetts 
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education did to build a high-quality 
assessment," said Commissioner Chester. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JA8HCHfDaLU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FvHmQMSkaYw
http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=24306
http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=24306
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    www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/  
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If you're not on our mailing list, please subscribe 

School administrators may also find the Student Assessment Update to be useful. 
It is sent to principals, test coordinators, special education directors, and ELL directors.  
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