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(üommoiuucftltl) o f  itfa s s a d ju s c tis .

H ouse of R eprésentatives, January 6,1862.

The Joint Special Committee, to whom was referred the dis
position of the Message of the Governor and the accompanying 
Documents, further report,—

That they recommend that three thousand copies of the 
Message of His Excellency be printed, and all the documents 
accompanying the same, except the printed pamphlets contain
ing evidence concerning the Troy and Greenfield Railroad, and 
the certificate of the Secretary of the Interior.

For the Committee,

CHAS. G. DAYIS.

H ouse of R epresentatives, January 6, 1862. 

Accepted: Sent up for concurrence.
W . S. R obinson, Clerk.

Senate, January 7, 1862.
Concurred.

S. N. Gifford, Clerk.
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COAST D E F E N C E S .

Department op State, W ashington, ) 
October 14, 1861. j

To His Excellency John A. Andrew, Governor o f the State o f 
Massachusetts :

Sir,—The present insurrection liad not even revealed itself 
in arms, when disloyal citizens hastened to foreign countries to 
invoke their intervention for the overthrow of the government 
and the destruction of the Federal Union. These agents are 
known to have made their appeals to some of the more impor
tant States without success. It is not likely, however, that they 
will remain content with such refusals. Indeed, it is under
stood that they are industriously endeavoring to accomplish 
their disloyal purposes by degrees and by indirection. Taking 
advantage of the embarrassments of agriculture, manufactures, 
and commerce in foreign countries, resulting from the insur
rection they have inaugurated at home, they seek to involve 
our common country in controversies with States with which 
every public interest and every interest of mankind require that 
it shall remain in relations of peace, amity, and friendship.

I am able to state, for your satisfaction, that the prospect of 
any such disturbance is now less serious than it has been at any 
previous period during the course of the insurrection. It is 
nevertheless necessary now, as it has hitherto been, to take every 
precaution that is possible to avert the evils of foreign wyar, to 
be superinduced upon those of civil commotion which wTe are 
endeavoring to cure. One of the most obvious of such precau
tions is that our ports and harbors on the seas and lakes should 
be in a condition of complete defence ; for any nation may be 
said to voluntarily incur danger in tempestuous seasons when it 
fails to show that it has sheltered itself on every side from which 
the storm might possibly come.
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The measures 'which the Executive can adopt in this emer
gency are such only as Congress has sanctioned, and for which 
it has provided. The President is putting forth the most dili
gent efforts to execute these measures, and we have the great 
satisfaction of seeing that these efforts, seconded by the favor, 
aid, and support of a loyal, patriotic, and self-sacrificing people, 
are rapidly bringing the military and naval forces of the United 
States into the highest state of efficiency. But Congress was 
chiefly absorbed, during its recent extra session, with those 
measures, and did not provide as amply as could be wished for 
the fortification of our sea and lake coasts. In previous wars 
loyal States have applied themselves, by independent and sepa
rate activity, to support and aid the Federal Government in its 
arduous responsibilities. The same disposition has been mani
fested in a degree eminently honorable by all the loyal States 
during the present insurrection. In view of this fact, and rely
ing upon the increase and continuance of the same disposition 
on the part of the loyal States, the President has directed me to 
invite your consideration to the subject of the importance of 
perfecting the defences of the State over which you preside, and 
to ask you to submit the subject to the consideration of the 
Legislature when it shall have assembled. Such proceedings 
by the State would require only a temporary use of its means. 
The expenditures ought to be made the subject of conference 
with the Federal Government. Being thus made, with the 
concurrence of the Government, for general defence, there is 
every reason to believe that Congress would sanction what the 
State should do, and would provide for its reimbursement. 
Should these suggestions be accepted, the President will direct 
proper agents of the Federal Government to confer with you, 
and to superintend, direct, and conduct the prosecution of the 
system of defence of your State.

I have the honor to be, sir, your your obedient servant,

WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
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Engineer Department, ) 
December 20, 1861. j

To His Excellency J ohn A . A ndrew, Governor o f  Massa
chusetts :

Sir,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 16th on the subject of the coast defences of Massa
chusetts, and hasten to afford, for your information, a brief 
statement of the condition of the coast in that respect.

I will first state, in general terms, that no forts or batteries 
have been built or commenced upon any part of the coast of 
Massachusetts since the war of 1812, except in the harbors of 
New Bedford and Boston. The works in these will be particu
larly specified directly.

Previous to, and during the war of 1812, small forts were 
erected at several points on that coast, v iz : at Marblehead, 
Salem and Gloucester, and small open batteries at some others. 
Nothing has been done since the peace, to any of these; and all 
have fallen into dilapidation.

Projects were made, more than thirty years ago, for perma
nent forts at Marblehead and Salem; but, in the great diffi
culty of obtaining appropriations for defences at places of the 
highest importance, the commencement of these has not been 
attempted.

What can now be done at these places, and any others that 
may need this kind of protection, is to raise earthen batteries of 
the necessary extent, including the repairs of such of these old 
works as are worthy of it. Except when the earth is too deeply 
frozen, these earthen batteries may be quickly built, and made 
ready for service.

I have instructed the only Engineer officer whose services in 
that quarter I can now command, to examine all those positions 
and report forthwith on those repairs and extensions, with 
estimates of cost.

In the meantime, I will venture the conjecture that the 
expenditures upon needful works of this nature, independent of 
the cost of their armament and its supplies, may be kept within 
the limit of $200,000—perhaps much within that limit.
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But there is one point on the Massachusetts coast, not named 
above, that in some respects is a very important one, though 
never occupied militarily by us, namely, Provincetown Harbor.

Unless there be some batteries here an enemy’s squadron 
blockading this point of the coast, will be sure to make it a 
point of rendezvous, and to seek shelter there in bad weather. 
To say nothing of local interests, it will be of great advantage 
to interdict any such use of this port, and the required batteries 
should therefore be provided. These, with only a sparse popu
lation to sustain them, must have a certain power of their own, 
and will be more costly, as being larger and stronger than those 
placed in populous districts.

I think a considerable portion of the sum stated above may 
be needed at this place.

The substance of the above remarks is, therefore, that for the 
sum of $200,000— probably less— batteries may, in a very short 
time, when the earth is not frozen, be constructed and made 
ready to receive guns—

At Marblehead, for say 20 heavy guns.
At Salem, for say 20 heavy guns.
At Gloucester, for say 20 heavy guns.

And some small batteries at any other points that may be deemed 
to require protection.

At Provincetown, the works may require some internal de
fences, such as block houses, and will need at least as many as 
twenty guns. This particular point I shall likewise submit to 
able hands for immediate examination and report.

I turn now to the harbor of Neiu Bedford. Here is a small 
battery remaining from the war of 1812, capable of mounting 
seven guns, of which those acting on the channel will be 8-inch 
columbiads. It was put in condition to mount its armament 
some years ago ; and will now receive any repairs that may be 
necessary.

On Clark’’s Point, we are now building a strong casemated 
battery for fifty-three guns, and hope, by midsummer, to be 
prepared to mount all its casemated tier, namely, twenty-four 
8-inch guns. Measures have been adopted for getting ready 
a large amount of material this winter, so that at the very 
earliest day of the spring, the construction may advance with 
great rapidity. Pending the unpreparedness for guns, of this
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new fort, temporary arrangements have' been made for a few 
guns just at hand, which are now mounted, and guarded, and 
exercised by a portion of the State Home Guard, here in 
garrison.

Another casemated battery is projected for this harbor, name
ly, on Egg Island Shoal, for thirty-seven guns of the heaviest 
calibre—to be commenced, I trust, at an early day.

Coming, finally, to Boston Harbor, I am happy to state that 
a great deal has already been done for its defence by way of for
tification. Important additions are, however, still to be made.

First, there is Fort Warren, on George’s Island, a very noble 
fort, capacious, strong and efficient. Its armament will consist 
of 242 pieces of heavy ordnance, mostly designed to be of the 
very largest calibres. For most of these guns there is at this 
moment entire readiness, and the little that remains to do 
regarding efficiency will be accomplished this winter or early in 
the coming spring.

Second, there is Fort Independence, on Castle Island. This 
fort is in a like state of preparation for its armament, consisting 
of ISO pieces of heavy ordnance. A little that remains to do 
on some of the gun platforms will be finished early in the year.

Third, Fort Winthrop and Batteries on Governor''s Island. 
The fort just named is prepared for its sixteen heavy guns— the 
north-west battery for nine heavy guns; the south-east battery 
for seven heavy guns ; the south battery for ten heavy guns. 
Early next year, the south battery will be completed to the 
extent of its full armament of thirty guns, and three other 
batteries built and made ready for thirty guns more, during 
the working season ; making for the armament of this island, 
including the preparations of the next working season, ninety- 
two guns, all of the heaviest calibres.

In permanent forts and batteries, therefore, in Boston Harbor, 
I am able to state that there is now readiness for not less than 
3-30 guns. Early in the spring, the number will be increased to 
430 guns, and by the close of summer to 464 guns— all these 
forming parts of the present system of defence.

It has always been a portion of the project of defence for 
this harbor, to leave certain positions to be occupied by tempo
rary works tin-own up on the approach of war, including, 
certainly, among these, Long Island Head.
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But the extent to which the construction of such additional 
batteries shall be carried should depend on the possession of 
suitable ordnance to put in them ; for unless armed properly, 
and steadily and sufficiently garrisoned, some of them might be 
turned against us. When the time comes, and all more impor
tant preparations are complete, such batteries should be created 
to the extent that will absorb the disposable guns— selecting 
positions in the order of their value, as points of command over 
the harbor and environs.

The preceding statement, so far as relates to the condition of 
the present forts and batteries— parts of the general system of 
sea coast defence— shows a pretty good state of advancement of 
the fortifications, in Boston Harbor, particularly. And I may 
confidently add, that, with two insignificant exceptions, no better 
batteries can be constructed. Were they all now to be built 
anew, no changes would be. made in any essential particular. 
They besides occupy the very best positions, in, as I think, the 
best manner.

As to the means of supplying the necessary ordnance to these 
works and those that may be suddenly erected in this and other 
harbors of the State, I am obliged to refer your Excellency to 
the Ordnance Department.

In the haste in which this letter has been written, it is quite 
possible that I may have omitted, or touched too lightly upon 
matters deemed by you to be important. In such case, please 
call upon me for further information.

With great respect,
I have the honor to be,

Your obedient servant,

JOSEPH Gr. TOTTEN, 
Bt. Brig. Gen. and Col. Eng.
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MARYLAND AND MASSACHUSETTS.

Legislature op Maryland, H ouse op Delegates, ) 
A nnapolis, December, 1861. J

His Excellency John A. A ndrew, Governor o f Massachusetts:

D ear Sir,—The Committee on Militia have instructed me as 
their chairman to carry out an Order passed by the House a 
few days since and referred to them, “  to confer with you, and 
learn the condition of the widows and orphans, or any dependents 
of those patriots who were so brutally murdered 'in the riot of 
the nineteenth (19th) of April.

In obedience to that Order, it gives me great pleasure to 
state, that the loyal people of Maryland, and especially of the 
city of Baltimore, after long suffering, are at length able, through 
a Union Legislature, to put themselves in a proper relation to 
the government and the country. In effecting the latter, they 
feel their first duty is to Massachusetts. They are anxious to 
wipe out the foul blot of the Baltimore riot, as far as it can be 
wiped out, and as soon as possible.

You will do us a great, favor, therefore, by instituting an 
immediate inquiry into the condition of those who were depen
dent for support upon the services of those unfortunates, and by 
informing me, at your earliest convenience, of the result of 
your inquiry. I would be obliged to you also if you would 
designate what, in your opinion, would be the best manner of 
applying an appropriation to be made for that purpose.

Any suggestions you may make will be kindly received, and 
meet with proper consideration.

With many prayers, which I know I offer in common witli 
you, that this unrighteous rebellion maybe brought to a speedy 
close, I am your Excellency’s

Obed’ t serv’t,
JOHN Y. L. LINDLAY.2
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TROY AND GREENFIELD RAILROAD.

Boston, December 26, 1861.

To His Excellency J ohn A. A ndrew:

Sir,— In answer to your first inquiry, I would reply, that on 
the 5th of June, when I took charge as State Engineer, the 
heading of the tunnel had been carried into the east end of the
m ou n ta in ,..................................................................  2,857 feet.
And on July 1st, at the last measurement, . . 2,400 “
On June 1st, the bottoming or full tunnel had been

o p e n e d ......................................................  2,079 “
And on J u l y , ................................................. 2,122 “
At the west end, the work appears to have stopped 

February 24, at which time the length of the 
tunnel at that end was . . . . .  519 “

In June, the work was resumed, and on July 1st,
it had been carried forward to . . . . 534 “

At the bottom of the shaft, on the west side of the
mountain, the heading had been carried forward 35 “

On the railroad very considerable progress has been made. 
All the sections have been opened, and most of the sections 
between Greenfield and Shelburne Falls nearly finished, after 
the manner in which they were intended to be completed—that 
is, with slopes 1 to 1, and with the principal ravines crossed by 
wooden trestle-work. The effect of the frost upon these slopes 
in the Valley of the Deerfield, in the spring of the year, will, I 
think, satisfactorily prove, that it is neither expedient or eco
nomical to make them less than 1^ to 1, the usual slopes of 
railroad excavations in New England. Had these slopes been 
made of the latter inclination, the material would have been 
found convenient in aiding to fill up the ravines which are now 
trestled over.
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Five miles of the track have been laid from Greenfield 
towards Shelburne Falls, and much of it filled in with gravel.

The bridge over the Green River at Greenfield is erected, 
though not finished ready for the passage of trains. The con
tractor, at the time of the suspension of the work, was putting 
in additional iron rods and wrought iron cylinders, to give it 
greater strength than it first possessed. The long oblique bridge 
over the Deerfield River at Section 6, had not been put up, and as 
the masonry for it was in a very incomplete state, the contractor 
could only have put it up for use the last season by erecting 
temporary wooden piers, which would have been exposed to 
considerable danger from an ice freshet.

This portion of the road, that is between Greenfield and 
Shelburne Falls, with the exception of the first five miles, is 
where the slopes will be found to be most liable to slide, and 
will require great care and attention to keep the road open for 
business.

On the remaining portions of the road several of the lighter 
sections are nearly completed, while upon others a large amount 
of work remains to be done.

Second. The suspension of the work took place soon after 
the estimate of July was presented and approved ; the date of 
that estimate was the 9th of July, and I think the work was 
suspended about the 12tli; not being notified, I cannot speak 
with certainty as to the exact day.

Third. The amount added by me to the whole cost of the 
road for finishing the bridges, taking out the slopes, protecting 
the banks from the river, and completing the sections, over 
what had been proposed by the former engineer, was $97,035 ; 
and the amount paid, including the July estimate, is $455,235.- 
92 ; leaving $194,764.08 of the $650,000 still unexpended, 
which I think will all be required to make the road a thorough 
and substantially built road.

Fourth. It must be expected that the slopes in the excava
tions will need repairing to a very considerable extent after the 
frost comes out in the spring; but this would have been the 
case in any event. That portion of the road which will be 
most injured from want of protection will be four or five 
miles between Shelburne Falls and Charlemont, where the 
banks closely border the river. The banks here require very
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thorough rif-raffing with stone to protect them from the 
freshets in the river— which I think the contractor would have 
scarcely had sufficient time to have done, even if he had not 
suspended. He proposed to do this after the rails were laid, 
and I think it extremely questionable if he could have laid them 
down thus far in season for this work. The amount of the 
injury it is difficult to correctly estimate, as it depends so much 
upon the character of the spring; but with an average rise in 
the river, the injury cannot be of a serious nature.

Fifth. As it was almost impossible to count over the bars of 
iron delivered on the road, it was customary to receive from 
Mr. Harley, Mr. Haupt’s Engineer, a certificate of the amount 
of iron received at the Connecticut River Railroad depot, signed 
by the freight agent. On the 1st of July I received from Mr. 
Harley the following certificate :—

“  I  hereby certify that to this date 2,946 tons of railroad iron have 
been received at this depot for the use o f  the Troy and Greenfield 
Railroad.

“  Signed, L. L ucy, Freight Agent."

Not entirely satisfied with this certificate, I went to Green
field, and there examined the books of the Connecticut River 
Railroad, noting all the deliveries, and found that a mistake 
had been made, and only 2,823 tons had been received. I then 
found that owing to the difficulty of passing it over the bridge, 
a considerable portion of this was then lying at the depot, about 
one thousand feet from the Troy and Greenfield Railroad track. 
This I could have refused to put into Mr. Haupt’s estimate, 
but as I saw that they were rapidly moving it to the track, I 
concluded to consider it delivered, and as coming within the 
terms of the Act, notifying, however, the a'ttorney-general, and 
receiving his approval. This iron, I now understand, has never 
been paid for, and has since been attached by several parties; 
but of this the attorney-general is much better able inform you 
than myself.

Very respectfully,
Your ob’t servant,

W. S. WHITWELL, State Engineer.
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REPORT OF THE GRAND JURY OF M IDDLESEX COUNTY.

As the term of service for which the Grand Jury was drawn 
approaches its close, we think it incumbent on us to make 
known our views on some subjects connected with the faithful 
discharge of our duty.

Nearly all the members of our body availed themselves of 
the opportunity afforded us of visiting several of the Public In
stitutions, situated within the limits of Middlesex county. We 
wish to call attention to the State Almshouse at Tewksbury.

This is a vast wooden structure, four stories in height. It has 
a frontage of eight or nine hundred feet in extent. In the 
whole range of this highly combustible building, there is not a 
single brick wall to stop the ravages of the flames, should it 
unfortunately from any cause take fire. If this calamity should 
happen during a high wind, we see no reason why the building 
would not be entirely consumed, as there does not appear to be 
suitable apparatus for its extinguishment.

Within this immense establishment are gathered nearly one 
thousand human beings, from the helpless infant of a few days 
to the poor, worn out, feeble, decrepit men and women of four
score years. So contracted are the modes of egress, and so 
difficult would it be to clear the building, amid the confusion 
that must ensue, that we consider it, in its present condition, 
an entirely unsafe residence for so large a number of helpless 
beings. We are desirous of making these facts known to 
the proper authorities, that on them may rest the terrible 
responsibility, resulting from the fearful loss of human life 
that might ensue from the conflagration of this establishment 
while it contains under its ample roof a population sufficient to 
constitute a good sized town. It is true that there are ladders 
from the roof to the ground, outside the building, but they are 
comparatively useless, as the sick women and helpless children 
could not avail themselves of them.
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In the name of humanity, we call attention to this matter ; 
may we not with propriety demand it of those whose duty it 
is to shield the unprotected ? It afforded us great pleasure to 
follow the kind and courteous Superintendent, Mr. Marsh, 
through the various departments of his extensive domain. The 
perfect order and neatness of the rooms, the excellent arrange
ment and classification of ages and conditions of his numerous 
family ; the quiet submission to his decided authority and cheer
ful obedience to his rules, showed the government of an organ
izing mind, imbued with Christian kindness.

The agricultural as well as the animal department denoted 
care, attention, and a wise division of labor, and its application, 
where available ; and it appeared to us that the various officers 
under whose charge this institution is placed found pleasure in 
the performance of duty.

We also visited the State Prison at Charlestown, and the 
House of Correction at East Cambridge, both of which, so far 
as we could judge by a brief and superficial examination, are in 
excellent condition, and are managed with care, skill and atten
tion by those to whom they are entrusted. The Jail at Concord 
is perhaps in as good condition as could be expected of so old 
and imperfect a building.

We also visited that beautiful structure, the New Jail in 
Lowell, which, though superior in most respects, yet seems 
defective in the mode of heating. As it is not necessary that 
suffering by cold should be added to the sentence o f the inmates, 
it is hoped that some better method may be adopted, as it is 
obvious to all that they cannot protect themselves while confined 
within its walls.

We have been forcibly and painfully impressed with the im
mense amount of crime produced by intemperance ; and though 
we could not impugn the motives of the prosecuting officers, 
we are compelled to acknowledge that the laws are not as 
efficient as they might be, if the authorities of cities and towns 
took proper pains to bring the violators to justice, and extended 
their operations so as to embrace the greater and more respect
able criminals.

JOHN N. BARBOUR, Foreman. 
THOMAS STILES, Clerk.
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POPULAR MILITARY INSTRUCTION.

Executive Department, Boston, ) 
December 16, 1861. j

His Excellency John A . A ndrew, Governor and Commander-
in- Chief.

Y our Excellency,— I have received two communications, 
addressed to you in relation to the introduction of military 
education into the institutions for public instruction, with 
your command to communicate in writing my views upon the 
subject.

There is probably no one in the community at the present 
moment, whose eyes have not been opened by the circumstances 
of the past year to the fact, that while we may justly pride our
selves upon the perfection of our educational system as applied 
to the cultivation of the arts of peace, there is another branch 
of education which the sense of our complete security lias led us 
utterly to neglect, and that a high degree of mental culture is 
comparatively of little value, if we have not'a large portion of 
our able bodied population fitted by their training to defend the 
soil and the institutions of the country against all enemies.

The long and general peace which has prevailed since the 
conclusion of the wars of the French Empire in Europe, and 
our last war with Great Britain, had brought about similar 
results in England and this country, and at the period of the 
great International Exhibition of 1851 there was a prevailing 
impression that wars had ceased from off the face of the earth— 
that the nations might safely turn their swords into plough
shares— that all national quarrels were to be settled by arbitra
tion, and that all attention devoted to military preparation was 
uselessly wasted.

The Crimean war and Indian mutiny quickly undeceived the 
English mind, and that sense of perfect security from which the
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warning voice of the great Duke of Wellington could not arouse 
it, gave way to an universal alarm amounting to a panic.

Nothing less than the formidable rebellion which threatens 
our national existence could convince the American people that 
that this country was not prepared to meet any enemy, or that 
our system of public defences was not adequate to any emer
gency.

The result of the alarm in England, in addition to the im
mense additions to the navy and coast defences, to the entire 
change in the arms of infantry and artillery, to the measures 
adopted for securing a more thorough education of all officers 
and more particularly of the staff of the army, was seen in the 
great volunteer movement, which besides the regulars and the 
national militia has raised an army of three hundred thousand 
volunteers from among the better classes of the community for 
the defence of the country. The best military minds of Eng
land devoted themselves to the perfection of this new force; the 
government putting itself at the head of the movement guided 
its energies in the true direction, and by the appointment of 
inspectors and adjutants from the regular army, with a suffi
cient staff, all of whom were regularly paid, and gave their 
undivided attention to their new duties, provided for a system of 
instruction based upon the most advanced theories of military 
science, '

The old Prussian system of infantry movements and drill in 
which every thing was made subordinate to the solidity and 
steadiness of masses moving with slow cadence and the accuracy 
of clockwork, and delivering their fire straight before them 
with no other caution than that they were to fire low, gave 
place to a system which, while it enables troops to concentrate 
and move in masses with a rapidity and ease before unthought 
of, seeks to develop and bring into play with the utmost possible 
freedom, the faculties of each individual, and to ensure each 
bullet its particular mark.

The consequence is that these volunteers, armed with the 
most improved rifles, and admirably equipped for active service, 
accustomed to drill not only as battalions, but in brigades and 
divisions, and on their field days practiced in all the movements 
of the battle-field, are also thoroughly instructed by men trained 
in the musketry school at Hythe—in the knowledge both tlieo-
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retical and practical of their long range rifles, and in those 
athletic and gymnastic exercises which enable them to endure 
fatigue and bear with ease the weight of their arms, accoutre
ments and baggage.

These volunteers, it is true, have had the advantage of 
having among their officers many men who had held commis
sions in the army ; they also had before them a high standard 
of perfection for their imitation in the permanent camps of 
instruction for the regulars like that of Aldershott. There is 
also under a monarchical government which has for centuries 
maintained a standing army, a general comprehension among 
the people of the necessity of strict subordination and discipline, 
in a military force, which secures a ready obedience and acqui
escence.

In this State, the national system for the organization of the 
militia having fallen into disrepute, and become entirely 
unsuited to the altered condition of the country, we have had 
a system of our own, and have long prided ourselves on our 
volunteer militia.

The system has no doubt formed many good officers and 
soldiers, and diffused a certain knowledge of tactics among a 
large portion of the people. It is owing to the existence of this 
system that Massachusetts found herself provided in April last 
with arms and equipments, and able to send an organized force 
in advance of all the other States, to the protection of the city 
of Washington.

Though this force was fortunately not called upon to enter at 
once upon a campaign in the field, and would have encountered 
legularly trained troops like those of England or France under 
the greatest disadvantage, it was undoubtedly equal to those 
whom the rebels could at that time bring against it, and to it 
belongs the undying honor of having secured the national 
capital and the key of the Chesapeake from immediate occupa
tion by the enemy.

This volunteer militia of the State received a certain amount 
of aid and encouragement from the Commonwealth, which may 
be called liberal in comparison with what the other States were 
doing; but the public at large did not regard the institution as 
one of serious and real importance to the general welfare, and3



always begrudged the small aid given to it. As the State gave 
little it could demand but little.

From this two evils resulted. Firstly, the members consid
ering that they themselves bore the expense of the institution 
in the main, looked upon themselves as entitled to act very 
much as they saw fit ; and in consequence, with the exception 
of one or two parades in the course of the year required by 
law, and the formal returns of their elections and rolls— 
necessary to obtain the State bounty— paid little or no attention 
to the militia law, but governed themselves entirely by their 
own constitutions and by-laws, as if they were private clubs, 
Such discipline as there existed was moreover almost exclu
sively, like their organization, confined to the limits of the 
company. The interference of regimental, brigade or division 
officers was almost considered as an impertinent meddling with 
private affairs ; and these superior officers were regarded as 
merely ornamental personages, to whom a decent amount of 
respect must be shown at the three days’ encampment, but who 
were not expected to show themselves at any other time, unless 
invited to grace the head table at a company banquet. The 
captains were more or less supreme in their companies, accord
ing as they were more or less popular or respected. Between the 
captain and the Commander-in-Chicf, whose power of disband
ment at discretion always inspired a salutary awe, no real power 
or influence existed anywhere.

As the public would not look upon the institution as a serious 
one, but persisted in seeing in those who interested themselves 
in it mere holiday soldiers, impelled by a love of display or 
notoriety, or who sought these military associations for the 
convivial pleasures which were supposed to form their grand 
object, it is not strange that the members in many cases con
formed to this opinion, which they found it useless to oppose.

The public appearances of the militia were generally street 
parades, or visiting excursions of small squads in fanciful and 
unserviceable uniforms, with bands of music utterly out of 
proportion to the number of muskets— the chief object of the 
expedition being to partake of one or more entertainments and 
to listen to speeches, of which the most exaggerated encomiums 
upon the audience formed the burden.

18 SUPPLEMENT. [Jan.
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In those companies in which a truer feeling prompted a more 
serious attention to drill, it was to the cxaet execution of the 
manual and to such movements as would attract applause from 
the crowd in their public parades, that the men devoted them
selves, from the want of a high and true standard for their 
imitation, and of instructors really educated in the science they 
professed to teach.

Secondly, this unsatisfactory standing of the militia deterred 
numbers from joining it— of those best fitted to elevate its 
character— and thus prevented the full development of such 
excellence as might otherwise have been attained even under 
a defective system.

The realities of the past twelve months have taught even 
those who were the firmest believers in the excellence of our 
volunteer militia how numerous and glaring were its defects, 
and fortunately the country has been able to learn this necessary 
lesson, and form a large, well appointed and well disciplined 
army, before it has been called upon to meet any hostile force 
of regular troops— and these lessons will not be lost when Con
gress undertakes to re-organize the militia of the whole country 
upon a national basis.

The first point to be gained for the foundation of any really 
effective system must therefore be to establish a proper senti
ment in regard to the militia service among the public as well 
as among the troops.

The public and the men must equally be impressed with the 
conviction that a well organized, well equipped and armed and 
well disciplined militia is essential to the dignity and safety of 
the Commonwealth. Each member must feel that it is for 
serious work and not for play that he joins the militia— that this 
work is a duty of the highest and most sacred nature— that the 
time and exertions devoted to its discharge are imperatively 
demanded by the State— that so far from making a humiliating 
sacrifice of his independence by his entire submission to the 
subordination and discipline required, ho is honoring himself 
by serving his country. Such a feeling, coupled with that true 
self-respect which, while yielding ready and willing obedience 
to his superiors, exacts a proper regard for himself as a man 
and a soldier, constitutes that sentiment of military honor which
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is the surest guaranty of the good conduct of an army under 
all possible circumstances, and at all times and places.

The second point to be impressed upon all members of the 
militia is that the mere manual and tactics, however important, 
and absolutely necessary to be acquired at some period, can be 
easily learned in a comparatively short time, and are of sec
ondary importance as compared with a knowledge of the use 
of the rifle, and such a physical training as will fit the men for 
the requirements of the service.

Troops may march and wheel and execute the manual with 
the utmost precision, but if they are unable to bear their loaded 
knapsacks, haversacks, cartouch boxes and canteens with their 
arms, and to make long marches over a rough country, and in 
double quick time, they may be utterly unable to come into 
line on the day of battle, or arrive in line too exhausted to light. 
And so, though armed with the most improved rifles, if they 
have not been taught to judge of distances, and practiced in 
firing at the target, they would be as helpless, when opposed to 
European troops, as if armed with bows and arrows.

“  As to how much drill is required to render volunteers efficient in the 
field, and to enable them to co-operate with a regular force, we have the 
advice and the words o f a master soldier, Sir Charles N apier:

1. T o face right and left by word o f command.
2. To march in line and in column.
3. T o  extend and close files as light infantry with ‘ supports.’
4. T o change front in extended and in close order.
5. T o relieve the skirmishers.
6. T o form solid squares and ‘ rallying squares.’
7. T o form an advanced guard.
“  These seven things are all that you require; do not let any one 

persuade you to learn more.
“  Let the target practice be constant. Also habituate your corps to 

take long marches o f from fifteen to twenty miles with arms and ammu
nition ; and also in running, or what is called ‘ double-quick time.’ ”

We may be certain that if we have a militia force pervaded 
by a true sentiment, composed of men inured to fatigue and 
continued exertion, and skilled in the use of their arms, they 
would not rest satisfied until they had also mastered what to
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such men would have become child’s play, the school of the 
soldier, the company and the battalion.

As an instance of what is expected of troops at the present 
day, I translate from the “  Théorie Militaire du pas de course,”  
military theory of the double-quick step, which forms part of 
the instruction of the French infantry.

“  If troops have to traverse a given distance on the run with 
their arms and baggage, it is supposed that all of them will be 
so well trained that they will all arrive at the end of any dis
tance not exceeding two post leagues within five minutes of 
each other.

“  If the distance to be traversed is three post leagues, equal 
to 7.27 English statute miles, a light infantry company would 
cover it as follows :—

80 men in 60 minutes.
10 «  65 U

5 “  75 U

5 “  80 u

100 men, or the whole company would have arrived at
the expiration of eighty minutes.

“  A battalion company would cover it as follows:— 
60 men out of the 100, in 60 minutes.
15 U u u 65 U ,

10 «■ « u a 70 u

10 u u u 80 u

5 u u u 90 u

100 men, or the whole company would have arrived at 
the end of an hour and a half.

“  Out of a battalion o f 800 men—
350 would arrive in 60 minutes.
100 U u 65 U

125 u u 70 U

75 u u 75 u

50 a u 80 u

100 a u 90 or 100 minutes.

800 or the whole battalion at the expiration of one hour 
and forty minutes.



“  Out of a regiment of 2,000, 600 would arrive in an hour, 
and 1,500 in an hour and a half.”

If on the contrary we coniine their practice to these tactics, 
they would never excel the old volunteer militia of the State. 
We should have the semblance without the substance of an 
army.

If then the above views as to the defects of our past system 
and of the essentials to be regarded in the formation of a new 
one for our militia are correct, and assuming that the re
organization of the militia is to be at once carried out by Con
gress, we shall find it easier to determine what steps should he 
taken by way of co-operation and preparation for military 
duties by diffusing through the institutions of public instruction 
a more general knowledge and practice of military science.

It is to be presumed that all institutions for the express pur
pose of preparing young men for an exclusively military career, 
will remain under the control of the federal government, 
■whether it shall see lit to enlarge the present Academy at West 
Point, or create new ones of a similar character in other parts 
of the country ; and therefore our inquiry is as to the proper 
measures to be taken in the State schools and colleges to train 
boys, so that they may enter the militia as efficient officers, non
commissioned officers and soldiers, and yet not lead them to 
devote so much time to this branch of their education as to 
neglect those studies which arc to fit them for their respective 
peaceful careers.

The drill and manoeuvres have so great an attraction for most 
boys and young men that it would not be found a hard task to 
interest them in this pursuit, and their ready co-operation might 
be counted upon. I am convinced also that a military disci
pline might be made use of to great effect in pursuing the 
necessary order in the schools, and the training be made con
ducive to the most perfect physical development of the boys.

Let therefore the boys in all the schools, not physically dis
qualified, be formed into one or more companies, with non
commissioned and commissioned officers appointed from their 
own number for their merit and progress in this branch. Let 
one or more of the teachers act as instructor, and superintend 
the drills and exercises. Let the non-commissioned and com
missioned officers be responsible for the good conduct of their

22 SUPPLEMENT. [Jan.
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subordinates at all times while the boys are together. It would 
be found that a ready obedience would be rendered to such a 
military discipline as a point of honor, where the boys would 
think it almost equally a point of honor, from a spirit of mis
chief, to infringe any mere school laws, if they could do so with 
a chance of impunity. Let the boys be regularly drilled in the 
school of the soldier and of the company, without arms, unless 
those of any school could procure them by private subscription. 
The drill in the tactics would interest them and show them that 
the other exercises required were to promote efficiency in their 
company movements. Let them be encouraged in all gym
nastic exercises— in leaping, running, climbing, and in marches 
of considerable length. If these things were presented as part 
of the company drill, few would evade them, while many would 
never engage in them if it were left to their free option. The 
competition between different schools and the rivalry for pro
motion would be certain to ensure sufficient attention to these 
exercises. This would probably be as far as the system could 
be extended in the lower schools.

To these same exercises it be easy to add in the colleges the 
practice in the judging of distances and instruction in the use 
of the rifle. At the musketry school atHytheitis boasted that 
the system of instruction adopted makes a man a good shot 
before he ever fires a gun. Actual target practice would not 
therefore be essential, but as it would add much to the interest 
taken in the study it might be allowed to those who by atten
tion to the other exercises, and to the theoretic instruction, had 
shown themselves worthy. This would require for each of the 
colleges a man competent to give instruction in the use of the 
rifle as well as in the drill and tactics; but as the same man 
would naturally be tire superintendent of the gymnasium, which 
has become to be considered as an essential adjunct of every 
college, no additional expense need be incurred— or if a pro
vision for such a purpose were necessary it would be easily 
secured by the proper efforts of the friends of education.

Instruction in single stick and sword exercise would 
naturally be added, and a short course of lectures upon military 
science, explanatory of the formations of troops, the objects of 
the different manoeuvres and evolutions, the uses of skirmishers 
and artillery and cavalry, the general principles of the arts of
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construction and attack of fortifications, would complete such 
a military education as would be requisite for a man who did 
not intend to devote himself to the army for life.

Nor would the advantages of such a system be confined to 
the graduates of our colleges— for as they mingled in the ranks 
of the militia with those who came direct from the lower 
schools, they would be able like the few men selected from each 
regiment of the English army, to attend the musketry school at 
Hytlie, or in the French army to go through with the course at 
Vincennes, to impart to the mass of their companies and regi
ments the instruction they had themselves received.

In each of the great English Universities, rifle corps have 
been raised and emulation is excited by splendid prizes offered 
by the friends and patrons of the institution.

We may be confident that the same spirit would be awakened 
at our colleges, and that a little encouragement held out by the 
State would be the signal for still more liberal offerings from 
the friends of the colleges.

Respectfully submitted, by
Your Excellency’s most obedient,

HARRISON RITCHIE, 
Lieut. Col. and Aide-de- Camp.
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RHODE ISLAND BOUNDARY.

[No. 3, original. Filed 16th December, 1861.]

F I N A L  DECREE.
The Commonwealth op Massachusetts vs. T he State op 

R hode Island.

We hereby assent to the entering of the following decree.

JOHN H. CLIFFORD,
STEPHEN H. PHILLIPS,

For the Commonwealth o f Massachusetts.

C. S. BRADLEY,
T. A. JENCKES,

For the State o f  Rhode Island.

On the part of the United States I .assent to the following 
decree.

EDW’D BATES,
Attorney-General United States.

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES.
December Term, 1861. Original No. 3.

The Commonwealth op Massachusetts, ]
VS •

The State op R hode Island and CIn E(lulty- 
Providence Plantations. J

And now, upon this day of December, A. D. 1861, the 
said Commonwealth of Massachusetts, by its counsel, the lion. 
John H. Clifford and the Hon. Stephen H. Phillips, having 
obtained leave of the Court to file a second supplemental bill in
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said cause, and having filed saidbill,andtlie State of Rhode Island 
and Providence Plantations, by its counsel, Charles S. Bradley 
and Thomas A. Jenckes, Esqrs., having accepted notice of the 
filing of said bill, and waived the service of a subpoena thereon, 
and having obtained leave to file an answer to said second sup
plemental bill, and having filed the same; and the said cause 
having come on for final hearing and final decree therein, upon 
the original and supplemental bills and answers filed by the 
complainant and respondent respectively, and upon the report 
of the engineers heretofore appointed in said cause, under the 
interlocutory order entered by this Court at its December term, 
A. D. 1860 ; and the counsel of said parties having appeared 
and been heard thereon, and consented to the entering of a 
final decree in said cause; and the United States, by their 
Attorney-General, the Honorable Edward Bates, having also 
assented to the entering of such final decree; and it being 
made to appear to the Court, that at the December term of this 
Court, A. D. 1860, by the assent of the complainant and respon
dent, and of the United States, by their Attorney-General, who 
had intervened therein, an interlocutory order was entered, 
whereby Ezra Lincoln, of Boston, and Samuel B. Cushing, of 
Providence, the aforesaid engineers, were directed to survey, 
mark out, and define the boundary line between said State of 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island, as described in the first sup
plemental bill and answer thereto filed in said cause, and that 
said engineers have made their report in pursuance of said 
decree, and within the time limited therein, which report is as 
follows:

Pursuant to an order of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, passed December, 1860, a certified copy of which is here
unto annexed, the undersigned engineers appointed under said 
order respectfully present the following report, with plans 
describing the line between Massachusetts and Rhode Island, as 
surveyed by them conformably to said order.

The line surveyed begins at Burnt Swamp Corner, (so called,) 
in Wrentham, in latitude 42° 01' 08" north, longitude 71° 23/ 
13" west of Greenwich, being the north-easterly corner of Rhode 
Island.
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Thence in a straight line to the centre of a stone monument 
in the division line between Attleborough and Pawtucket on the 
easterly bank of the Blackstone River, being in latitude 41° 53' 
36" north, longitude 71° 23' 14" west.

Thence easterly, by the northerly line of the town of Paw
tucket, to apoint where said line intersects the ^highest water 
mark on the easterly side of Farmers’ or Seven Mile River, 
which points is shown on accompanying sheet marked “ A ”  
and designated as “  Bound No. 1,”  being in latitude 41° 53' 54" 
north, longitude 71° 20' 40" west.

From bound No. 1 the line runs southerly, following the 
highest water mark on easterly side of Farmers’ or Seven Mile 
River, as designated on said sheet marked “  A ,”  to its junction 
with the highest water mark on the southerly and easterly side 
of Ten Mile River, at a point designated as “  Bound No. 3.”

From bound No. 3 the line runs southerly, following the 
highest water mark on the southerly and easterly side of said 
Ten Mile River, as shown on sheet marked “  A ,”  to a point 
designated as “  Bound No. 13,”  said last point being at the 
most southerly bend of Ten Mile River in said line of highest 
water mark.

The line of “  highest watermark ”  as shown on sheet“  A ”  is 
defined by offsets at right angles to straight lines shown on said 
plan in blue ink, from bound No. 1, and passing through points 
designated as bounds numbered 2 to 13 inclusive.

From bound No. 13 the line runs south-easterly, being a 
straight line to the centre of a stone pier in the middle of 
Runnin’s River, on the north side of road leading by Luther’s 
store.

Thence through the centre or middle of said Runnin’s River, 
as the same is at low water, to a point where such line intersects 
the dividing line between Barrington and Seekonk, being in 
latitude 41° 46' 28", longitude 71° 19' 23".

Thence north-easterly, following the dividing line between 
Barrington and Seekonk to a point at the northerly extremity 
of the dividing line between Barrington and Swanzey, in lati 
tude 41° 36' 34", longitude 71° 19' 30".

Thence in a straight line south-easterly to the centre of a 
copper bolt in King s Rock, so called, and well known, near an
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ancient monument on said King’s Rock, being on west side of 
road leading from Warren to Swanzey. This point is in lati
tude 41° 45' 22".98, longitude 71° 16' 35".75.

From King’s Rock the line follows the dividing line between 
Warren and Swanzey to Mt. Hope Ray, running in a straight 
line south-easterly to a point on the Birch Swamp farm, in lati
tude 41° 45' 08", longitude 71° 15' 58".5.

Thence in a straight line to Mt. Hope Bay, passing through 
the centre of a copper bolt in a boulder in line of extreme high 
water at Toweset, to low water line of said bay. This bolt is 
in latitude 41° 42' 45".27, longitude 71° 13' 54".70.

Prom Toweset the line runs south-easterly, crossing Mt. 
Hope Bay to the westerly end of line dividing Pall River and 
Tiverton, where the same intersects low water line of said Mt. 
Hope Bay.

Thence easterly, following said dividing line between Fall 
River and Tiverton, passing through the middle of a town way 
on the north side of farm belonging to John Chase, and through 
the southerly end of Cool’s Pond to a line passing through the 
middle of a highway eight rods wide.

Thence running southerly through the centre of said eight 
rod highway to a point in line with the stone wall on northerly 
side of farm of Edmund Estes. This wall is easterly of the 
Stafford road, so called.

Thence running easterly in line with said wall to a point in 
line of highest water mark on the westerly shore of South 
Watuppa Pond, which point is shown on accompanying sheet, 
marked “  B,”  and designated as “  Bound A.”

From “  Bound A  ”  the line runs southerly, following the 
highest water mark on westerly side of South Watuppa Pond, 
and of Sawdy Pond, and of the streams connecting said ponds, 
as shown on said sheet marked “  B,”  to a point designated as 
“  Bound F s a i d  last point being at the most southerly end of 
Sawdy Pond, in said line of highest water mark. The line of 
“  highest water mark,”  as shown on sheet “  B,”  is defined by 
offsets at right angles to straight lines from “  Bound A,”  and 
passing respectively through points designated “  B ”  to “  F,” 
inclusive ; and on the South Watuppa Pond is also the line that 
would be traced by a level thirteen (13) inches above a bolt in
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stone work on westerly side of water way in gate-house of reser
voir dam of “  Watuppa Reservoir Co.,”  on Quequeclian River. 
On Sawdy Pond the highest water mark is the line that would 
be traced by the level of an iron bolt driven in west side of 
flume to saw mill at northerly end of said Sawdy Pond.

From “  Bound F ”  the line runs south-easterly, being a straight 
line to the monument known as “  Joe Sandford’ s bound,”  being 
the centre of a copper bolt in stone on land of Joseph Tripp, 
and is in latitude 41° 35' 37", longitude 71° 08' 13".

From Joe Sandford’s bound the line runs southerly, following 
the westerly line of the town of Westport, to the Atlantic 
Ocean, passing easterly of Quicksand Pond through the centre 
of a bound known as Peaked Rock, situated in latitude 41° 29' 
58", longitude 71° 07' 34".

The first point in this line southerly of Sandford’s bound is 
on the north side of mill-dam at Adamsville 85.58 feet easterly 
of straight line from Sandford’s to Peaked Rock.

The second is 113.94 feet easterly of said straight line, and is 
on the easterly side of road leading from Adamsville to the 
ocean.

The third is 234.48 feet east of said straight line on the road 
leading to Little Compton by Philip Simmon’s house.

The whole of the line thus described is shown on a plan here
with presented, which, with sketches “  A ”  and “  B,”  is made a 
part of this report, and attested by the undersigned.

In defining the line above described, the undersigned have 
fixed such convenient points of reference in the vicinity of the 
several points in the boundary line as will enable them to exactly 
determine and place permanent bounds at said last named 
points, should the Court decree the same to be done.

Whenever permanent monuments shall be erected they would 
also respectfully recommend that a detailed description of the 
position of each monument should be filed both in Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island ; also that permanent monuments be set to 
define the level established for highest water mark of South 
Watuppa and Sawdy Ponds.

Ezra L incoln.
Sam ’l B. Cushing.
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And it also was made to appear to said Court, that after the 
filing of said report, the clerk of this Court gave the notice 
required by said interlocutory order, and that no municipalities, 
corporations, or persons having interests to be affected by a final 
decree in said cause, have applied for leave to intervene and to 
file exceptions to said report, and objections to a final decree of 
this Court, in conformity with said report, and that no excep
tions to said report, or objections to a final decree in con
firmation thereof, have been filed by the parties to said suit, or 
by the United States intervening therein ; and the said parties, 
complainant and defendant respectively, and the United States, 
by their Attorney-General, appearing and assenting thereto :

It is ordered, adjudged, and decreed, that the report of said 
engineers be, and the same is, hereby adopted and confirmed 
by this Court, and that the line therein marked out and defined, 
and delineated on the maps returned therewith, be, and the same 
is, declared to be the true boundary line of said States, on the 
eastern boundary of said State of Rhode Island, from the mon
ument at Burnt Swamp Corner, so called, at the north-east 
corner of said State of Rhode Island, southwardly to the sea.

And it is further ordered, adjudged, and decreed, that the 
State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations be and hereby 
is perpetually enjoined and restrained from exercising jurisdic
tion east'wardly of said line, and that the said Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts be and hereby is perpetually enjoined and 
restrained from exercising jurisdiction westwardly of said line, 
herein as aforesaid established as the boundary line between 
said States.

And it is further ordered, that permanent stone monuments 
shall be erected at the termini of said line, and at each angle in 
the same.

And it is further ordered, adjudged, and decreed, that the 
costs of this suit, and all costs incident to, establishing and 
marking said line of boundary, and all other costs and charges 
of every description, shall be paid by the States of Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island equally, and upon the taxation and certificate 
of the clerk of this Court, during the present term.

And it is further ordered, adjudged, and decreed, that this 
decree shall take effect on the first day of March, A. D. 1862.
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I, William Thomas Carroll, Clerk of the Supreme Court of 
the United States, do hereby certify the preceding seven printed 
pages and the manuscript additions and endorsements thereto 
to be a true copy of the final Decree iii the case of “  The Com
monwealth of Massachusetts vs. The State of Rhode Island, 
&c.,”  made at December Term of said Court, A. D. 1861, as 
the same remains of record in this office.

In Testimony W hereof I have hereunto set my hand and 
affixed the seal of said Supreme Court at the City of Wash
ington, this 16th day of December, A. D. 1861.

[ seal.]

WM. THOS. CARROLL,
Clerk Supreme Court U. S.
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MASSACHUSETTS PRISONERS AT RICHMOND.

R ichmond, Va., November 12th, 1861. 

To Lieut. Col. A. G. Browne, Jr., Military Secretary, Boston.

Colonel,— Having been informed by General J. H. Winder, 
the commanding officer here, that clothing and money will be 
received here and properly distributed to our men, if sent by 
the authorities, or by friends, I write to you on their behalf, 
believing that Massachusetts will not allow her soldiers to 
suffer and die without some effort being made to relieve them.

There are here as prisoners of war, one hundred and eight 
non-commissioned officers and privates of the 20th Regiment, 
one hundred and ninety of the 15th, and several of the 1st, 
5th, and lltli, making in all about three hundred and fifty.

These men are, some of them, in a very sad condition, none 
of them properly clothed, and very many of them with only 
part of a suit. They have been, until very lately, obliged to 
sleep on the bare floor of a tobacco warehouse, without any 
covering whatsoever, except in a few instances where an overcoat 
was brought along. This government has partially provided 
them with their quilts made of cotton cloth, and it is the inten
tion, I think, to supply them all with these ; but this is utterly 
insufficient to protect them from cold during the winter. Many 
of them have suffered from severe colds already, and I think 
very many of them would die from exposure if left this winter 
in their present condition.

If this application should meet with a favorable reception by 
the Executive, or by any of the charitable citizens of Boston 
to whom you may see fit to show it, I would suggest that they 
be supplied with the following articles, v iz.: two flannel shirts, 
two pairs of drawers, two pairs of stockings, one pair of panta
loons and one overcoat and blanket. This, with the addition
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of a little money to purchase tobacco and molasses,— say five 
dollars per man,— will, in my judgment, be amply sufficient to 
make them comfortable during the winter.

This government supplies them with plenty of beef and 
bread, but nothing else,— tea and coffee being expensive 
articles in this market.

The night of the unfortunate affair at Leesburg we were 
marched to Manassas, and thence brought here, where we 
arrived on the 24th ultimo. We are confined on a floor of a 
building, under our men, with officers of other regiments taken 
at Bull Run and elsewhere, some seventy in all. We have the 
same ration as the men, but are allowed to purchase the luxu
ries of tea, sugar, molasses and rice, so that we do not suffer.

You will doubtless be pained to learn that Colonel Lee, Major 
Revere, and Captain Bowman and Captain Rockwood, of the 
15th, are in jail, with officers of other regiments, fourteen in 
all, held as hostages for the crew of the Savannah, to be treated 
in all respects as they are. This of course is hard to bear, but 
you may be assured that Massachusetts will suffer no discredit 
at our hands, whatever happens.

With great respect, I am Colonel, your obedient servant,

CHARLES L. PEIRSON,
First Lieutenant and Adjutant Mass. ‘20th.
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