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The Committee on Roads and Bridges, to whom was com-
mitted the Petition of E. S. Beals, and others, report the
accompanying Bill.

Per order,

CHAS. DILLINGHAM.
RUFUS B. DODGE.
D. G. LITTLEFIELD.
ROBERT GIBBS.
WM. MULLIGAN.
SAMUEL HIGGINS.

In Senate, February 18,1862.
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AN ACT
Concerning the Hingham and Quincy Turnpike and

Bridges.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and bp the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. The turnpike, way, bridges, draws and
2 piers belonging to the Hingham and Quincy Bridge
3 and Turnpike Corporation, and lying in the towns
4 of Quincy, Weymouth and Hingham, are hereby laid
5 out as, and shall become, a public highway, on the
6 first day of April next; and no tolls shall be demand-
-7 ed or received for passing thereon on or after that
8 date.

1 Sect. 2. So much of said turnpike and way,
2 excluding the bridges, draws and piers, as lies in each
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
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3 of the several towns of Quincy, Weymouth and
4 Ilingham, shall, on and after said first day of April
5 next, be maintained by them respectively.

1 Sect. 3. The supreme judicial court, or any
2 justice thereof, upon application of said corporation,
3 shall appoint a board of commissioners,, consisting of
4, three disinterested and suitable persons, not residents
5 of either of the counties of Norfolk or Plymouth;
6 and it shall be the duty of said commissioners, after
7 having been sworn to the faithful and impartial per-
-8 formance thereof, to estimate, determine and award
9 the amount to be paid to said corporation as damages

10 for the laying out of said turnpike, way, bridges, draws
11 and piers as aforesaid, and to determine and decree
12 in what proportions said amount shall be paid by
13 each of the counties of Norfolk and Plymouth, and
14 also the sums to be refunded to their respective
15 counties by each of the towns of Quincy, Weymouth
16 and Hingham. Said commissioners shall also deter-
-17 mine and decree, in what proportions and manner,
18 each of said counties of Norfolk and Plymouth shall
19 defray the expense of the maintenance and repairs of
20 said bridges, draws and piers, and all other expenses
21 properly incurred under the provisions of this act,
22 not otherwise provided for therein; and they shall
23 also determine and decree to what extent and in what
24 proportions, the sums paid for maintenance and
25 repairs and for all other expenses incurred, as afore-
-26 said, by said counties, shall be reimbursed to them
27 respectively by said towns of Quincy, Weymouth
28 and Ilingham; and their determination and decree,
29 or that of the major part of them, made in writing,
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30 and reported to the secretary of the Commonwealth,
31 the chairmen of the boards of county commissioners
32 for the counties of Norfolk and Plymouth, the
33 selectmen of each of the towns of Quincy, Wey-
-34 mouth and Hingham and the clerk of said corpo-
-35 ration, within sixty days from the date of their
36 appointment, shall be binding upon said counties and
37 towns severally, in all respects, except in relation to
38 the amount to be paid to said corporation as damages
39 in case it shall appeal to a jury from the award of
40 said commissioners ; and if said corporation does not
41 within sixty days after receiving the report of said
42 commissioners, as aforesaid, make its appeal to a jury,
43 then the award and decree of said commissioners shall
44 be absolutely binding upon all of the parties inter-
-45 ested. The just fees and expenses of said commis-
-46 sioners shall be paid by such of the parties interested
47 as they shall decree.

1 Sect. 4. In lieu of such damages as shall be
2 awarded by said commissioners, said corporation shall
3 have the right of appeal to a jury, in the same manner,
4 except that the time within which an appeal may be
5 entered shall be limited to sixty days as aforesaid, and
6 subject to the same liability in regard to costs as a

7 party aggrieved by the doings of county commissioners
8 in the estimate of his damages occasioned by the lay-
-9 ing out of a highway, except that the application for

10 such jury shall be made to and acted on by the com-
-11 missioners of the county of Norfolk; and the costs
12 properly incurred by the commissioners of Norfolk
13 county, on account of said appeal, and the amount
14 recovered by said corporation as damages and costs,
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15 shall be paid by said counties, and in part refunded by
16 said towns, in the same proportions and manner as

17 shall be specified by the decree of said commissioners.

1 Sect. 5. The county commissioners of the counties
2 of Norfolk and Plymouth, acting jointly, are hereby
3 authorized to purchase, receive, and hold, as trustees,
4 the toll-houses and the land under and around them,
5 belonging to said corporation; or they may in any
6 other manner provide suitable residences for the draw-
-7 tenders, if in their judgment it is necessary.

1 Sect. 6. If either of said towns refuses or neglects
2 to refund to its county the proportion of the damages
3 and expenses for which it is liable under the provisions
4 of this act, the same proceedings may be had to enforce
5 payment as in the case of expenses of making highways
6 by county commissioners when towns neglect to make
7 the same.

1 Sect. 7. Said county commissioners, acting jointly,
2 shall, on and after the first day of April next, have the
3 care and superintendence of said bridges, draws, and
4 piers, and cause them to be kept in good repair, and
5 safe and convenient for travel, and the passage of
6 vessels, and shall provide draw-tenders and all neces-
-7 sary agents, and discharge all the duties hitherto
8 incumbent upon said corporation relative to the care
9 and maintenance of said bridges, draws, and piers ;

10 and they shall also have the care and superintendence
11 of any land or houses that may be obtained under the
12 provisions of the fifth section of this act.

1 Sect. 8. Liability for defects in said bridges, draws,
2 and piers shall exist on the part of the towns wherein



HINGHAM AND QUINCY TURNPIKE. [Feb. ’62.6

3 they respectively lie, in like manner as in case of
4 defects in town ways; and the damages which may be
5 recovered on account of such defects shall be paid by
6 said counties, and in part refunded by said towns, in
7 the same manner and in the same proportions as they
8 shall severally be required to contribute for the repairs
9 and maintenance thereof by the decree of said com-

10 missioners.

1 Sect. 9. Said county commissioners, acting jointly,
2 shall annually in the month of January, file in the
3 office of the secretary of the Commonwealth, a state-
-4 ment, duly verified by oath, of the amount of expen-
-5 ditures for repairs and maintenance in the execution
6 of said trust during the year ending on the thirty-first
7 day of December preceding; and the commissioners
8 for each of said counties shall also, annually, in said
9 month of January, notify in writing, the clerks of each

10 of said towns within their respective counties, of the
11 sum due from that town to its county for its propor-
-12 tion of the expenses incurred under the provisions of
13 this act, and said towns shall pay to said counties said
14 sums, on or before the first day of the month of March
15 next ensuing.

1 Sect. 10. Chapter one hundred and forty of the
2 acts of the year eighteen hundred and sixty is hereby
3 repealed.

1 Sect. 11. This act shall take effect from its

2 passage.


